SANDWELL 


DECEMBER 9,2010 


15p when sold 


AH EDITION OFTHESANDWELLANDGREAT BARR CHRONICLE 


thechronide 


Santa’s torch-lit 
journey through 
Warley Woods 
- see page 3 



There’s nothing 
like a panto dame: 
meet Biggins in The 
Pulse from page 23 


4NA 


Albion all smiles 
as they Toon up 
for big derby days 
- see page 44 



Wedding ring 
is stolen from 
a Parkinson’s 
sufferer on bus 

POLICE in Sandwell are appealing for infor¬ 
mation after a man with a degenerative brain 
disease was targeted by two women who stole 
his wedding ring in a heartless robbery. 

The 64-year-old was travelling on the 74 bus from 
Dudley to West Bromwich, between 2.45pm and 3pm 
on Wednesday, November 24, when he was 
approached by two women. They told the victim, who 
has Parkinson’s Disease and Progressive Supranu¬ 
clear Palsy, that they were selling gold and 
attempted to make him try on rings. 

Replaced 

It was not until the he returned home that his 
family noticed the rings he had been wearing had 
been replaced with cheap metal rings. 

Police say the two women are described as both 
being aged under 40, Eastern Europeans wearing 
“Romanian-style” clothing. 

PC Wendy Hands from West Bromwich police 
station, said: “This is a callous robbery where the 
offenders have deliberately targeted a visibly vul¬ 
nerable member of the public and taken advantage 
of his condition. 

“The rings that were taken are of great sentimen¬ 
tal value to the victim and his family.” 

Anyone with any information is urged to contact 
PC Hands at Sandwell Police on 0345 113 5000 or 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. 


Fourth man on 
murder charge 

A FOURTH man has been charged with the 
murder of Erdington shopkeeper Suppiah Thar- 
maseelen. 

The man, aged 24 from Erdington, was arrested on 
Monday morning and charged that evening with 
murder and robbery. He was due to appear at Sutton 
Magistrates Court this week. 

Mr Tharmaseelen, a 48-year-old family man, died 
after an attempted robbery at Haresh’s Convenience 
Store in College Road, Kingstanding, on November 
27. Three other men have been charged with murder 
and robbery and all have been remanded in custody. 


Two men stabbed 

TWO men have been arrested and bailed after a 
stabbing in West Bromwich over the weekend. 

Officers on patrol at around 1.45am on Sunday 
came across two young men outside the Robin’s Nest 
pub on Great Bridge Street who had suffered stab 
wounds. Paramedics attended and took two 
teenagers, both aged 17, to hospital, where they 
remain in a serious but stable condition. Officers 
arrested two males nearby a short time later. 


Blaze guts home 

FIRE gutted a family’s terraced home in Smeth¬ 
wick. Firefighters were called to the three storey 
mid-terrace in Montague Road, Cape Hill, at around 
2pm on Saturday, to tackle the fire which was 
spreading to a neighbouring property. 

The occupants of the house were not present at the 
time. 


BUDGET FOR TRAFFIC SCHEMES WILL BE SLASHED 


CUTS TO HIT 
SAFETY ON 
THE ROADS 


TRAFFIC calming 

schemes needed in Sandwell 
could be put on ice due to a 
lack of funding. 

Council bosses said residents would 
suffer but cost-cutting was unavoid¬ 
able after the road safety budget was 
slashed by 25 per cent. 

Councillor Derek Rowley, Sandwell’s 
roads boss, said: “The road safety budget 
has been cut by around £800,000 out of £3 
million in a year. 

“We cannot keep the roads as safe as we 
would like them to be if we are hit by cuts 
that large in a year. Clearly the Govern¬ 
ment has little or no regard for road safety.” 


sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 

Residents living near Britannia Road in 
Rowley Regis have submitted a 101-name 
petition calling for traffic calming meas¬ 
ures on Britannia Road. 

Crashes 

The campaign follows two crashes in 
recent years on the road as it meets Hab- 
berley Road and Spring Avenue. 

Council bosses said the best action they 
could take at the moment was to consider 
Britannia Road for the next programme of 
speed signs activated by cars. 

In response to a separate request for 
traffic calming in February this year, 
council bosses said they had re-marked the 


road at its junction with Habberley Road 
and Spring Avenue.They added they would 
contact West Midlands Police to ask if they 
would consider speed enforcement cam¬ 
paigns on Britannia Road. 

In August, The Chronicle’s sister news¬ 
paper The Express & Star revealed 
damaged street signs were no longer being 
repaired in the borough due to cost-cutting. 

Replacing or repairing signs costs the 
council £20,000 a year. The authority this 
week blamed speeding drivers for the 
damage. 

Signs and barriers have been damaged 
in the borough in the past six months and 
are yet to be repaired. Locations include 
the junction of the A41 and Hallens Drive 
in Wednesbury. 


Internet auction fraudsters 
ordered to pay back £36,000 


THREE fraudsters who 
sold thousands of pounds 
of fake shoes and clothing 
over the internet have 
been ordered to pay back 
more than £36,000. 

Conmen Jason Messenger, 
Kevin Gibbons and Simon 
Jones, all from Sandwell, 
used auction website ebay to 
sell counterfeit Nike trainers 
and Timberland boots. 

On Monday they were back 
at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court for a proceeds of crime 


hearing when Judge Michael 
Challinor formally confis¬ 
cated the remaining funds. 

The payback amount is less 
than 12 per cent of the 
£317,629 that the conmen 
raked in from the scam. 

Messenger, aged 38, of Bri¬ 
tannia Road, Rowley Regis, 
appeared in the dock follow¬ 
ing completion of half an 18- 
month prison sentence for 
possessing goods with a false 
trademark for sale and fraud 
relating to false bids on ebay. 

Joining him were Gibbons, 


of Ascot Close, Oldbury, and 
Jones, of Midhill Drive, Rowley 
Regis, who were both given sus¬ 
pended prison sentences for 
selling fake label shoes on ebay. 

Police raided their homes in 
November 2007 and seized fake 
goods. 

The court heard on Monday 
that Messenger had benefited by 
£232,523 but had only £25,304 
available. He was given 12 
months to pay the available 
amount back. 

Gibbons, 27, who admitted pos¬ 
sessing goods with a false trade¬ 
mark for sale and received a 
suspended 12-month jail term and 
200 hours of unpaid work, bene¬ 
fited by £56,454 but had only 
£8,664. 

Jones, 30, who admitted the 
same charge and was given a 
nine-month suspended jail sen¬ 
tence and 120 hours of unpaid 
work, benefited by £28,652 but 
had just £2,256 available. 

Both were given six months to 
pay back the available amounts. 


Big decision 
for school’s 
governors 

CONSULTATION on proposals 
to turn an outstanding Sandwell 
school into an academy has been 
completed. Governors, staff and 
parents at Wood Green High 
School, Wednesbury, were asked 
for their views on proposals to 
change the school’s status. 

Headteacher Pank Patel said: 
“I can’t disclose the details of the 
consultation because it’s confi¬ 
dential. But most of the com¬ 
ments were positive.” 

If the Wood Green Road school 
becomes an academy, it could 
become free from Sandwell 
Council control. Governors will 
look at the information from con¬ 
sultation and decide whether or 
not to press ahead with the plan. 

Academies are state-funded 
schools set up with help from 
sponsors such as universities, 
businesses, or even local authori¬ 
ties. They can set their own cur¬ 
riculum and teachers’ pay or vary 
the length of their days and 
terms. 



Jason Messenger Kevin Gibbons Simon Jones 



West Bromwich Youth Council chairman Diego 
Wright and librarian and senior youth 

worker Sue Clark prepare for Santa’s grotto at 
Central Library, West Bromwich 

Library is hosting 
Father Christmas 

CHRISTMAS will come early for dozens of 
starry-eyed children in West Bromwich this 
weekend when Santa’s grotto opens at the 
town’s Central Library. 

Santa will be hearing festive wishes at the High 
Street library from 10am to 3pm on Saturday. 
Admission to the grotto will be £2.50 per person 
including a goody bag and a photograph. 

The festive visit has been organised by library 
staff and West Bromwich Youth Council, with pro¬ 
ceeds going to fund dozens of projects providing 
activities for young people in the town. These will 
include a Sandwell’s Got Talent show next year. 

The youth council will also host a series of Christ¬ 
mas activities for children aged up to 10, including 
card making and decorating. Admission will be free 
and no advanced booking necessary for these activi¬ 
ties. 

Librarian Sue Clark, who is a senior youth worker, 
said: “We are looking to get more children and young 
people involved in the libraries, so this seemed like 
a great way of promoting the service.” 


Best of brass in church 

LANGLEY Brass band will be raising the roof at a 
Great Barr church for a festive performance. 

St Bernard’s Church, Broom Avenue, Hampsted, 
will host the event on Friday, December 17, at 8pm. 

Tickets are £7, which includes refreshments and 
there will also be a bar. For further information, 
contact Val Comery on 01213 582502. 
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Panto time 
with Goody 
Two Shoes 

A THEATRE’S next perform¬ 
ance will be pantomime Goody 
Two Shoes by Paul Reakes and 
presented by Highbury Players 
from December 21 to January 1. 

The Highbury Theatre 
Centre is in Boldmere, Sutton 
Coldfield, and tickets are priced 
£7 and £8. To book call the box 
office on 0121 373 2761. 

Another panto, Cinderella, by 
Top Theatre Company will 
follow from January 4 to 8 atthe 
Sheffield Road venue, 


MEETYOUR 

REPORTERS 




Sarah Hazelwood 
01902 319490 



Annabel Mottram 
01902 319499 



Chris Feehan 
01902 313131 ext 3213 


What’s happening in your 
area? 

We are always keen to 
hear about any issues 
affecting you 

Email your news 
and pictures to 

sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 


For advertising call 
01902 319582 


www.yourchronicle. 


School choir entertain shoppers 


THE shopping ailes were alive with the sound 
of music when 40 Park Hill Primary School 
pupils from Wednesbury were among eight 
primary schools singing carols in a competition 
at Dudley’s Merry Hill Shopping Centre. 

Deputy head and former music teacher 
Samantha Wallett said she and the childrens’ 
current music teacher Tanya Myatt had been 
training the children “over the past four weeks. 

“They were very excited about performing and 
I’m very proud of them. It was quite a stressful 


day as Ofsted visited in the morning but still, the 
children rose to the challenge.” 

The children, whose hair and uniform was dec¬ 
orated with tinsel, sang Starry Night, In The 
Bleak Midwinter, Beneath the Stars, Walking in 
a Winter Wonderland, and Rejoice With Us This 
Christmas - during which 10-year-old Leah 
Henry sang a solo. 

Heats started on November 29 and run 
through to December 10. 



Council will not risk 
raiding its reserves 
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DIPPING into council cash 
reserves to protect public 
services and jobs would only 
cause future problems, 
Sandwell’s finance boss 
warns. 

The Department for Communities 
and Local Government has revealed 
that scores of councils are sitting on 
millions of pounds of public money. In 
Sandwell the council has £20.8 
million in reserve. Communities Sec¬ 
retary Eric Pickles says councils 
should consider dipping into the cash. 

He says they should use it in tough 
times to help manage consequences of 
the economic downturn but the 
borough’s finance chief says using 
reserves as a “quick fix” would only 
cause longer term problems. 

Councillor Steve Eling, Sandwell’s 
cabinet member for strategic 
resources, said: “It would be crazy to 
do it, you can only spend the resources 
once and they are there to run cash 
flow. It is a false economy to raid the 


balances so it’s not something that I 
am planning to do. 

“If things get that desperate, that 
there is no other option, Britain has 
become a Third World country. 

Stupid 

“In Sandwell we will deliver a bal¬ 
anced budget that is robust, that’s not 
storing up problems for future years 
and to do anything otherwise would 
just be stupid.” 

All councils keep large sums of 
money in reserve so that they have a 
financial cushion to meet sudden 
unexpected costs. 

The need to drive down unneces¬ 
sary spending means councils are 
facing additional pressures on 
budgets. 

But some senior people in the Coali¬ 
tion Government believe it is sensible 
for them to consider drawing on 
reserves to meet short-term prob¬ 
lems. 

In Sandwell the council is to save 
about £75 million over four years, 
placing hundreds of jobs at risk. 


Threat to schools 


THE threats to projects to 
rebuild and refurbish schools 
have been flagged up as he 
biggest risks facing Sandwell 
Council. 


Patrols combat 
festive crimes 

POLICE are stepping up Oldbury patrols 
in a bid to prevent festive season crime. Offi¬ 
cers have launched Operation Tinsel which 
will run until January 5 and aims to prevent 
a rise in thefts from vehicles at peak Christ¬ 
mas shopping time. Officers will concentrate 
patrols in the town centre, Oldbury Green 
Retail Park, junction 2 retail park and the 
Asda on Wolverhampton Road. Pc Phillip 
Tedstill, leading the operation, said: “The 
retail areas tend to get hit the hardest.” 


Sandwell’s strategic risk register 
names Building Schools for the 
Future as at high risk. It gives the 
project and capital schools funding a 
risk score of 12, making it a red risk - 
the highest on the scale. 

The register states that 
failure to develop schools could 
result in overcrowding and an 
adverse effect on education. 
The findings will be reported 
to Sandwell’s audit committee. 

The borough was dealt a 
devastating blow when in July 
education secretary Michael 
Gove announced nine schools 
would see rebuilding projects 
axed when he cut £138 million 
from Sandwell’s Building 
Schools for the Future scheme. 

Sandwell Council is now 
pursuing a judicial review over 
the scrapping of the schemes. 


Restaurant plan for empty town pub 

A PUB in West Bromwich is set to £203,000 sale by West Bromwich 
get a new lease of life as a banqueting developer Mr Raj Parekh, who 
suite, restaurant, bar and takeaway intends to submit planning applica- 
and will create seven jobs. tions within weeks. 

The Queens Head in Stoney Lane Father-of-four Mr Parekh, who 
has been empty for months, and already owns residential properties 
thieves have already plundered the in the town’s High Street, says the 
site for copper piping and other metal, plan is to open an Indian restaurant 

It has now been bought in a on the site” 



Celebrating Elsie Bell’s 103 birthday is her daughter Georgina Brookes, 
carer Tracy Humphries, and Georgina’s husband Don Brookes 


A PARTY was held at a West 
Bromwich care home to celebrate 
the 103rd birthday of a resident. 

Elsie Bell, who has lived at Allerton 
Court for nine years, reached the 
milestone last Thursday, when she 
was joined by friends and relatives 
including daughter Georgina 
Brookes. Her sister June Wright, who 
at 78 is 25 years her junior, was there 
with her daughter Carol attended. 

Mrs Brookes, aged 68, said: “It has 
been a lovely day. Mom has been so 
happy. “We have been singing songs 
and we have cut a cake. She may be 


103 but she is still very independent 
and very alert. The staff here are won¬ 
derful.” 

Grandmother-of-two and great 
grandmother of two Mrs Bell is a 
ormer cleaner at George Salter Colle¬ 
giate Academy. Before she moved to 
Allerton Court, in Hydes Road, she 
lived in Dorsett Road in West 
Bromwich for 61 years. 

She enjoys a couple of whiskey- 
topped cups of tea every day and plays 
bingo every afternoon. Carer Tracy 
Humphries said she was a delight to 
look after. 


Cost of 
housing 
scheme 
going up 

A SCHEME to build 15 council homes 
in Smethwick is set to cost hundreds of 
thousands of pounds more than 
expected. 

The scheme at Raglan Road was originally 
estimated ataround£1.5m but costs have spi¬ 
ralled to £2,196,779. The increase comes as a 
result of the scale of the development and the 
condition of the site. But Sandwell Council is 
set to press ahead with the development, 
despite facing cuts of £75m over the next four 
years. 

The minutes of a private meeting reveal 
Sandwell’s finance boss, Councillor Steve 
Eling felt original quotes for the work were 
too high and did not represent value for 
money and requested a second tender process 
for the scheme. However, the cost remained 
high due to the condition of the land and the 
high environmental standards of the build. 

Cllr Eling said the extra money would not 
directly affect the council’s revenue account 
and it was important to press ahead with the 
scheme, otherwise the council would lose 
£780,000 of Government money allocated to 
the development. 

Quickly 

He said: “We need to proceed with it 
quickly because the Government are putting 
up almost £800,000 and if we didn’t proceed 
we would have lost the Government money 
and still been stuck with a vacant site. This 
is a scheme where we have put it under addi¬ 
tional scrutiny because of the costs to be sat¬ 
isfied that it is a value for money scheme.” 

The report adds the revised total cost will 
be funded by £1,181,779 from the Housing 
Revenue Account through borrowing over 25 
years, a £780,000 grant from the Homes and 
Communities Agency, £175,000 from com¬ 
muted sums and £60,000 from housing 
renewal and growth funds. 


Fencing at park 
and cemetery 

WORK will start soon on installing 
£100,000 of fencing around a park and 
cemetery in Wednesbury. 

Funding has been secured for the fencing 
around Brunswick Park and Wood Green 
Cemetery in a bid to cut anti-social behav¬ 
iour. Lockable gates will also be installed. 

The fencing is being funded by developers 
that are carrying out building projects in the 
borough and have donated money to commu¬ 
nity projects. 

The work has now gone out to tender and 
a company is set to be appointed shortly. 

Wednesbury councillor Olwen Jones said: 
“We are actively now looking at the time 
frames for when work will begin. We are 
liaising with bereavement services to see 
exactly when it will be done. 

“The tenders have gone out and come back 
and they are just being evaluated.” 

Vandalism 

The fencing round the park was taken 
down years ago, but is set to return after 
appeals from nearby residents. Those living 
near the park and cemetery have com¬ 
plained of late-night drinking, arson attacks 
on the historic bandstand and vandalism. 

It is hoped the fencing plan will block 
access to the park and cemetery at night and 
keep crime down. 

A friends group has also been set up to 
protect the cemetery which has seen tomb¬ 
stones defaced and monuments damaged. 

The group will receive an update about the 
railings at their next meeting in January, for 
which a date is yet to be set. 
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Santa arrives in the 
woods this weekend 

SANTA will take a ride through Warley 
Woods on Sunday and youngsters are invited 
to help him find his way. 

Warley Woods Community Trust has 
organised the event which will see Father 
Christmas use a train to ride to his grotto at 
the Pavilion on Lightwoods Hill. Children 
are being asked to bring torches to light the 
route from 4 to 4.15pm before joining Santa 
for presents and mince pies. 

St Hilda’s Church Choir and members of 
Bearwood Baptist Church will be singing 
carols. There will be refreshments and stalls. 


Centre offers help 


A £3.7 million rehabilitation 
centre has opened in West 
Bromwich, creating 28 jobs. 

The Macarthur Centre supports vul¬ 
nerable people with long term mental 
health problems, such as bipolar disor¬ 
der. The centre is offering treatment 
previously unavailable in the area. 

Sandwell Mental Health and Social 
Care NHS Foundation Trust chief 
executive Karen Dowman said: “We 
are proud to be launching such a 
crucial service for people in the Black 
Country with long-term mental health 


issues. The Macarthur Centre is a 
state-of-the-art building where people 
can build up their self-confidence and 
develop their everyday life skills. 

Closer 

“It will provide care closer to home 
for vulnerable people, so they can 
make a full recovery and move back to 
living independently when they are 
ready.” 

The centre, at Heath Lane Hospital, 
offers patients a range of treatments 
and therapies. 


Move to 
protect 
playing 
fields 

A COMPANY is being 
set up to protect land 
owned by Sandwell 
schools from being sold 
off for redevelopment. 

Sandwell Council is set 
to nominate four 
members to join a “Local 
Authority Controlled 
Company” which will 
protect playing fields and 
other school land for the 
future, even if schools are 
moved out of local 
authority control. 

The council is plough¬ 
ing ahead with plans 
after it was stung with an 
£11 million bill, effec¬ 
tively “buying back” it’s 
own land to create the 
new Rowley Learning 
Campus. When further 
education colleges were 
taken out of local author¬ 
ity control in the late 
1980s, the land went 
with them. 

Sold off 

Councillor Steve Eling 
Sandwell Council’s 
finance boss said: “With 
so many of the further 
educations sites, bought 
with public money, sold 
off for housing in the 
1980s we felt we had to 
act now to protect schools 
land in the future. 

“Academies and foun¬ 
dation trust schools are 
now in a position where 
they could sell off their 
land in the same way if 
they wanted to. 

“Sandwell Council sees 
this as a positive step to 
prevent this happening.” 


Casino and hotel bid 
despite borough ban 
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A£15 million casino develop¬ 
ment in Sandwell is set to be 
considered by planning chiefs. 

Developer St Modwen has sub¬ 
mitted plans to Sandwell Council 
for the project near the M5 in 
Oldbury. 

Amy Culora, spokeswoman for the 
Rank Group, which is behind the plan, 
said the company was keen to start 
work as soon as it was given the go- 
ahead. 

“We’ve moved forward by submit¬ 
ting the application and now we are 
looking forward to receiving feedback 
from the planning department,” she 
said. 

“Obviously this is a long process and 
it does take time but it will all be worth 
it in the end.” 

The council, meanwhile, is seeking, 
more information. 

The new casino, hotel and office 
complex would be built on a triangle of 


land to the south side of the Birchley 
Island adjacent to the M5 slip road. 

It would create 180 jobs - 120 in the 
casino, 80 of which would be full-time. 

The office complex would create 35 
jobs, and the new hotel would have 
openings for 20 jobs. 

Scores more positions would also be 
created in the construction industry as 
the development is built. 

The new casino would be a 
Grosvenor Casino and could be open as 
early as 2012. 

Gambling 

A blanket ban on casinos was intro¬ 
duced in Sandwell in 2006 because 
councillors feared that they might 
encourage gambling in an area of high 
deprivation. 

However, Rank Group was awarded 
its licence five years ago, before the 
ban came into force. 

The land is owned by Sandwell 
Council and St Modwen. 


Water jets and fountains plan 
as part of big revamp at park 


A WATER jet play 
area will be developed 
in West Bromwich’s 
Dartmouth Park as 
part of £6.3 million 
regeneration plans. 

The development will 
include fountains and 
water jets. It is being 
proposed as part of 
improvements to the 


Wrong benefit claim 
due to ‘ignorance’ 

A BENEFITS cheat wrongfully claimed almost 
£10,000 in state hand-outs after failing to declare 
that his wife was working, a court heard. 

Baldev Singh started claiming income support 
after an injury at work forced him to give up his job, 
Warley magistrates were told. But the 59-year-old, 
of Bush Avenue, Smethick, admitted failing to notify 
the Department of Work and Pensions that his wife 
was working full time at a clothing factory. The total 
amount of the over-payment, made between Novem¬ 
ber 2005 and November 2009, was £9,782. 

Andrew Chowdhury, defending, said the charge 
did not involve dishonesty but rather naivety and 
ignorance. Singh was fined £160 and ordered to pay 
costs of £100. 


children’s play area 
within the park. 

A paddling pool at the 
park was closed in 1999 
after becoming a magnet 
for vandals. The play 
area was installed in 
2004 at a cost of 
£200,000. This was 
funded by Sandwell 
Council and the Govern¬ 
ment’s Neighbourhood 
Renewal Fund. 

Now the council wants 
to bring water back to the 
play area without the 
health and safety issues 
surrounding the installa¬ 
tion of a permanent pad¬ 
dling pool. 

John Satchwell, 
project officer for Dart¬ 
mouth Park said: “The 
new new water play facil¬ 
ity is part of the ongoing 
restoration of the park. 

Feature 

“Water play has been a 
feature of Dartmouth 
Park since the first pad¬ 
dling pool was con¬ 
structed in 1928. 

“It is only in recently 


years, around 1999 that 
the pool was removed 
from the park’s land¬ 
scape to make way for the 
children’s playground. 

“The new water play 
area is a modern twist to 
this historical feature 
and will include a host of 
jets and streams that are 
activited via a person 
standing on a pressure 
pad. There will be no 
standing water on the 
site. 

“Proposals are cur¬ 
rently being drawn up 
and it is hoped that we 
can go out to tender by 
March 2011.” 

Officers said it is too 
early to say how much 
the development would 
cost. Funds will come 
from the £6.3 million 
funding pot set aside for 
the regeneration of the 
Victorian park. 

A total of £4.4 million 
of the funding came from 
the Heritage Lottery 
Fund with £1.9 million 
also coming from 
Sandwell Council. 


It’s the final cut at Frankie’s 



Frank and Pauline Bland, pictured with grandson Flynn Reynolds at their 
hairdressing business, Frankie’s in Birmingham road, Oldbury. The couple 
are retiring to spend more time with their three grandchildren 

Hairdressing duo retire 
after 42 years at shop 


A COUPLE who have enjoyed 42 
years of marriage and business 
hand in hand are set to retire on 
Christmas Eve. 

Frankie’s Hairdressers in Birming¬ 
ham Road, Oldbury, was opened by 
Pauline and Frank Bland in 1968, just 
after they got married. 

Pauline, 62, said: “We’re having our 
regular customers on Christmas Eve 
and then the shutters will come down 
for good. It’s going to be strange not 
seeing the door swing open again.” 

The couple split the building into a 
barber shop and hairdresser’s and 
lived in the flat above, but are now 
selling the property. 

Mrs Bland learnt to cut hair at 
Dudley College and, over the years, 
has seen fashions and style change, 
and come back round again. 

Frank has also seen a change in 
styles. When he started a man’s 
haircut was very strictly cut, and he 


says his mentors would have gone mad 
at some of the cuts people ask for now. 

They built up a large number of reg¬ 
ulars when the shop originally opened, 
who have since brought their own fam¬ 
ilies in to have a haircut. 

Their two children went to univer¬ 
sity and, while they still live locally, 
decided against taking over the family 
business. 

The couple said there was always a 
family feel to the shop, and are now 
looking forward to retiring and looking 
after their three grandchildren. 

Pauline said: “There’s always been a 
nice friendly atmosphere in the shop, 
and it felt like one big family, but we 
are going to be much more relaxed 
after Christmas.” 

She added that the secret to a suc¬ 
cessful hairdresser was being discreet. 
‘You obviously have to adapt to new 
styles and be friendly, but you also 
need to be discreet and know when 
your customers want to do the talking.” 
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New system 
for expenses 
‘idiotic,’ says 
Warley MP 

A SANDWELL MP has delivered a damning 
verdict of the new expenses regime which he 
claims has left him out of pocket for months. 

Warley’s John Spellar called it “an idiotic system, 
frankly designed to make Parliament the preserve of 
the rich”. 

He branded those behind the new online claims 
system as “red-tape obsessed bureaucrats”. 

Scores of MPs have complained of difficulties with 
the new system, run by the new watchdog, the Inde¬ 
pendent Parliamentary Standards Authority. 

Mr Spellar was one of several MPs shown to have 
not made a single claim when details of the first 
tranche of expenses under the new rules were 
released for the period from May 7 to August 31, this 
year. 

Summer 

They were not paid because their claims were 
either rejected, filled in wrongly or claimed too late 

Mr Spellar said that because the system was so 
“complex” and “time-consuming”, he and others had 
left their claims to the summer. 

This means they were processed at a later date 
and so were not reimbursed in the first quarter. 

He said he had managed to catch-up on most of his 
claims. He could not recall how much he had clawed 
back but said the details would be made public in the 
next round of expenses discloures. 


Receivers called in 
at shopping centre 

WEST Bromwich’s Queens Square shopping 
centre is in receivership, after the building 
society set to finance a multi-million pound 
revamp pulled the plug. 

The town centre complex was owned by the UK 
arm of developers Stockland, after its 2007 purchase 
of Scottish property firm Halladale. Its £70 million 
scheme to completely revamp the 1960s centre was 
set to be financed by Nationwide Building Society. 
However, it appointed receivers on the centre, 
leaving an uncertain future. 

Under plans announced in 2006 the centre was 
due to be a modern European-style shopping centre. 

Refurbish 

Artist impressions released two years later 
showed a glass fronted shopping centre with 23 new 
big name high street stores. There were also plans to 
refurbish existing shop units and build 24 apart¬ 
ments along with an 850-space multi-storey car 
park. 

Sandwell Council still owns the freehold of the 
centre and originally planned to invest at least £3 
million from its capital programme. 

The council says there are still plans for improve¬ 
ments, but not on the scale originally planned. 

Councillor Ian Jones, Sandwell jobs and economy 
chief, said the council is in talks with potential new 
owners and is confident that work could still start 
next year. 

Receivers Fairacre Properties Ltd confirmed it 
was working with partners including the council to 
rejuvenate the centre. Nationwide confirmed a 
receiver had been appointed. 


HQ to be bulldozed 

THE headquarters of the West Bromwich Build¬ 
ing Society is set to be bulldozed and redeveloped 
when the company moves to a new home. 

Developer Stoford has agreed to take on the site in 
High Street, West Bromwich,when the society 
moves to the town’s new£75 millionAll Saints devel¬ 
opment by early 2012. 

The plans are detailed in a report to a meeting of 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet which was due to meet 
yesterday (Wednesday). 
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Eco-friendly 
library will 
open soon 

OLDBURY’S £6 million library 
and council offices will be handed 
over to the council at the end of 
this month. 

The eco-friendly Jack Judge House, 
which will include the new Oldbury 
library and office space for 300 
Sandwell Council staff, will emit just 
a seventh of the carbon used by the 
buildings it replaces. 

The building is named after Jack 
Judge, the Oldbury-born songwriter 
who penned the music hall anthem 
It's a Long Way to Tipperary. 

The library is on the ground floor of 
the new building and more than 300 
staff who work for Sandwell Council’s 
adult and community services will be 
based in offices on the ground floor 
and upstairs. 

The impressive structure is being 
built by West Midlands-based con¬ 
struction company Morgan Sindall. 

The high-tech design means the 
concrete floor slabs act like radiators 
to keep the building warm, solar 
panels are placed in the roof, energy 
efficient lighting, triple glazing and 
cavity wall insulation six times 
thicker than most houses. 


Footballers 
help heart 
care unit 

A FOOTBALL tournament in 
memory of a former council 
worker raised almost £1,500 for 
coronary care. 

The fourth Shaun Fletcher Memo¬ 
rial Tournament saw eight teams from 
Sandwell Council compete at Tipton 
Sports Academy. 

The men’s tournament was won by a 
team made up of Sandwell Council 
staff from ICT, investigations and 
engineering. The ladies’ tournament 
was won by a team from Sandwell 
Homes. 

Mr Fletcher, a father, had worked 
for Sandwell Council for more than 20 
years. 

Collapsed 

He collapsed while playing football 
in July 2007 aged 39,. 

Last week, staff presented Shaun’s 
father Fred with a cheque for £1,453 
raised by the tournament. The money 
will be donated to the coronary care 
unit at Sandwell Hospital. 

Councillor Mahboob Hussein con¬ 
gratulated winners. 


Brass band 
to perform 

PHOENIX West Midlands Brass 
Band will perform at a Christmas 
concert in Cradley Heath. 

The band will be on stage with 
soloist Stephanie Lamplugh at the 
Cradley Heath Salvation Army base in 
Meredith Street on Saturday, Decem¬ 
ber 18. The show will start at 7pm and 
tickets are available from the Open 
Door Cafe at the Salvation Army 
centre, or by calling 01384 568822. 

All cash raised will go to the mayor’s 
charities, the Alzheimer’s Society and 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 


Work to start on supermarket in new year 


WORK is due to start on a £2.2 
million Co-operative food store to 
be built in West Bromwich. 

The site, which will create more 
than 60 jobs, is close to Hill Top 
Library and work is scheduled to get 
under way in February. The store is 
due to open in September next year. 

The 9,000-sq ft single-storey super¬ 
market will be built by Midlands- 
based developers Stoford Retail at the 


site of a former car showroom and 
workshop, which has been closed for 
several years. The development will 
include 40 car parking spaces. 

Midlands Co-operative Society Ltd 
is behind the plans, which were 
passed by Sandwell Council last 
month. 

Carl Stacey, Director of Stoford 
Retail, said: “We are delighted that 
permission has been granted to build 


a new Co-operative food store at Hill 
Top and we are now going ahead with 
the tendering with a view to starting 
work early in the new year. 

“The store will transform a long 
disused site, boost the local economy, 
and create new jobs in a major area 
earmarked for regeneration.” 

David Melhuish, development and 
facilities manager for Midlands Co¬ 
operative Society, said: “We are 


pleased that this project is getting off 
the ground. “The food store will 
provide the local community with a 
wide range of products for their every¬ 
day shopping needs.” 

The shop will be open between 6am 
and 11pm Monday to Saturday 10am- 
4pm on Sundays and bank holidays. 

It is the latest derelict site in the 
area to be brought back to use as a 
shop. 


Wardens to patrol 
the streets at night 


sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 


WARDENS are set to patrol 
the streets of Sandwell late at 
night in a bid to cut crime. 

Borough safety bosses want a 
team of six wardens to target 
hotspot areas until 2am in a 
scheme that would cost £236,150 
in its first year. 

Currently warden patrols across 
Sandwell only run from 10am to 
10pm, with incidents after 10pm 
dealt with by the police. 

Sandwell’s neighbourhoods chief, 
Councillor Derek Rowley, said: “We 
already have a pilot where we patrol 
between 6pm and 10pm in various 
problem areas.” 

Cllr Rowley added: “It has shown 
the number of alcohol confiscations 
go up, anti-social behaviour appears 
to be going down and customer satis¬ 
faction goes up. 

“This late night patrol would be 
about targetting areas of anti-social 
behaviour. People would be able to 
ring a number and we are anticipat¬ 
ing responding to them in about 20 
minutes. If there is criminal activity 
it would be a matter for the police but 
general anti social-behaviour we can 
respond to. 

“I have got to look at the report and 
if we can make other savings we will 
try to bring it in.” 


Proposals for the scheme are 
detailed in an interim report of 
Sandwell’s select committee on “com¬ 
munity safety and perceptions of 
crime” which was established in May. 

The proposals were discussed by 
Sandwell’s full council last week 
before a final report is completed next 
spring. 

CCTV 

The report states the committee 
would like to see a pilot trial of a 
mobile warden service with two 
senior wardens and four wardens to 
be deployed across the borough using 
information from neighbourhoods 
and the borough’s CCTV control room 
with the aim of responding to inci¬ 
dents within 20 minutes. 

The committee have also recom¬ 
mended that additional links be 
made between CCTV and uniformed 
patrolling services and has proposed 
a joining up of uniformed patrols, 
street, park and parking enforce¬ 
ment. 

In Sandwell there are 21 street 
wardens, 38 car parking wardens 
and 10 park wardens. 

Neither Wolverhampton City 
Council or Walsall Council have 
plans to extend or reduce the hours of 
its own wardens. 


Borough bill for spy cameras 
is second highest after Brum 


MORE than £5 
million has been 
spent installing and 
operating CCTV 
cameras in Sandwell 
over the last three 
years, making it the 
second biggest spend¬ 
ing authority on secu¬ 
rity in the country. 

Figures obtained 
under the Freedom of 
Information Act show 
that Sandwell comes 
only second to Birming¬ 
ham, which spent more 
than£10m. 

The data, obtained by 
campaign group Big 
Brother Watch, shows 
that in Sandwell just 
over £4m was spent on 
staffing, while the rest 
went on installing 
CCTV and maintenance 
of the camera network. 


The borough has 
spent millions more 
than its neighbour 
Dudley, which is 
number 149 on the list 
after spending 

£806,355. 

South Staffordshire at 
192nd spent £578,000, 
Wolverhampton was 
199th spending 

£564,890, and Cannock 
Chase 221st after a 
spend of £445,724. 

Walsall, Stafford¬ 
shire, and Stafford 
Borough Council failed 
to respond to the request 
for information. 

Sandwell safety 
bosses said cameras 
made people in the 
borough feel safer. 

In the last three 
years, £601,733 was 
spent on installing 
equipment. This was 


spent in the last year on 
a central CCTV control 
room, replacing eight 
previous sites. 

The cost of operation 
and maintenance was 
£250,692 last year. 

Cut 

It is estimated that 
that will be cut by up to 
half by centralisation. 

Salaries, including 
pension liabilities was 
£1.306m for 2009-2010. 
It is also estimated that 
will be reduced by a 
third through centrali¬ 
sation of CCTV. 

Big Brother Watch 
director Alex Deane, 
said: “Taxpayers will be 
scandalised to see their 
money being thrown 
away like this in the 
current economic 

climate.” 



Students Taran Sangha, aged 15, Rhiann Willetts, 15, Alex Fogarty, 15, 
Claire Woodhouse, 16, Sophy Shillam, 13, Josh Singh, 16 and Alex 
Roper 16 


Talented line-u| 


YOUNGSTERS at a Tividale 
school will be taking to the stage 
for a fundraising talent show. 

The Ormiston Sandwell Commu¬ 
nity Academy in Lower City Road, 
Tividale, is hosting its own talent 
show, We’ve Got It, in aid of Great 
Ormond Street Hospital Children’s 
charity. It will be staged on Wednes¬ 
day, December 15, by year 11 Btec 
Music students. 


Josh Singh, a member of the music 
group, said: “When the season of 
goodwill is at its peak, we realise 
that not all are as fortunate as us 
and we decided to give all the pro¬ 
ceeds to Great Ormond Street Hospi¬ 
tal. 

Tickets for the talent show are 
priced £2.50, available in advance 
from the school or on the door at the 
show, which starts at 7pm. 


Mission 
church is 
in need of 

£100,000 

A BLACK Country chapel 
which shut its doors eight 
months ago will need an esti¬ 
mated £100,000 in repairs to 
bring it back into use. 

Services were last held at the St 
Andrew’s Mission Church building 
on the Darlaston-Wednesbury 
border, last autumn. 

No decision has been made by Lich¬ 
field Diocese over the future of the 
premises which had also been used 
by Kings Hill’s Methodist congrega¬ 
tion. 

The church is the responsibility of 
new parish priest the Rev Tim Vasby- 
Burnie. He is also the vicar of St 
Bartholomew’s in neighbouring 
Wednesbury. 

Lichfield Diocese has held back 
from deciding whether to keep the 
Darlaston Road site or put it up for 
sale. 

“We would need roughly £100,000 
to repair the building and make it a 
good place to use for worship and 
other activities. Most of that would go 
on decorating the walls and ceiling,” 
Mr Vasby-Burnie said. 

“Having been vicar here for almost 
six months, I am discovering how 
much people have fond memories of 
St Andrew’s and I am very grateful 
for the generous support they have 
given over the years. 

Unknown 

“St Andrew’s was built as a mission 
church so that the people of Kings 
Hill might discover and enjoy the 
good news of Jesus. Times change, 
buildings get old, but our mission 
remains the same. The future of the 
building remains unknown, unless 
we can find £100,000.” 

St Andrew’s Mission Church was 
built in 1893 at cost of £1,700. It had 
links to schools in the Kings Hill area 
and played a key role in the education 
of children in surrounding homes. 

Dwindling numbers in recent 
years led to the closure of worship 
services in October 2009. 

The building was being shared 
with Kings Hill Methodist congrega¬ 
tion who have joined to Moxley 
Methodist Church. 


Festive 
film night 
at theatre 

FILM screenings are going to take 
place twice a month at a Black 
Country theatre. 

Oldbury Rep will host the movies at 
its main auditorium at the Barlow 
Theatre, Spring Walk, Langley after 
buying new projection equipment. 

The first screening on Saturday, 
December 11 will be the animated 
festive treat Disney’s A Christmas 
Carol, starring Jim Carrey. 

It starts at 7.30pm and tickets are 
£3.50. There is a bar, coffee shop and 
free parking. 

Call the box office on (0121) 552 
2761. 
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Drug factory illegal immigrants jailed 


TWO Vietnamese illegal 
immigrants were found 
hiding on top of roller shutters 
when police raided a cannabis 
factory in the Black Country. 

Police discovered more than 
2,000 plants spread across six 
rooms, which would have yielded 
75kg of the drug, when they 
searched the factory unit in 
Dudley Port. 

Chung Truong, aged 32, and 20- 
year-old Hieu Hoang, who were 
smuggled into the country ille¬ 


gally, were arrested after police 
spotted them on top of roller shut¬ 
ters at the Anchor Way unit. 

The pair, who had been prom¬ 
ised legitimate work to pay off 
huge debts at home, were each 
locked up for two years at Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court by a judge 
who told them they would be 
deported upon release. 

Mr Howard Searle, prosecut¬ 
ing, said officers acting on a tip-off 
found the set-up on September 
13. 


He said: “Cannabis was 
growing in six rooms and there 
was a classic hydroponic set up 
with ventilation, high-intensity 
lightbulbs. Electricity was being 
abstracted illegally.” 

Both men admitted being 
involved. 

Judge Rosalind Bush told the 
pair: “You were facilitating the 
earning of a great deal of money 
by criminals. This was cultivation 
on an industrial, very profes¬ 
sional and very large scale.”. 


Benefit cheat got £40,000 


A MOTHER-of-two from West 
Bromwich pocketed almost £40,000 in 
a benefit fraud. 

Tiesha Campbell did not tell officials 
she had found work and continued to 
claim income support, housing and 
council tax benefit for almost 10 years 
before being discovered, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court heard. Prosecutor Mr 
Henry Davies told the court that the 
overpayment was £39,626. 

Campbell, aged 30, from Walter 
Street, has paid back around £800 
since January. 


Mr Ben Williams, defending, said: 
“This involves a huge amount of 
money but it was made up of small 
sums accrued over a very long time.” 

Campbell, who had no previous con¬ 
victions, admitted making false state¬ 
ments to obtain benefit. 

Work 

She received a 12-week sentence, 
suspended under supervision for a 
year with 200 hours of unpaid work. 

Judge Rosalind Bush told her: “I 
accept your benefits claim was not 
originally fraudulent.” 


Decision is 
due later 
this month 
on centres 

CONSULTATION 
with the public into 
plans to close four 
Sandwell care homes 
ended last week. 

Under the plans being 
mooted by Sandwell 
Council, four homes will 
close, with 76 pensioners 
moved out. 

Homes set for the axe 
are Grafton Lodge in 
Oldbury, Greenhaven 
Resource Centre in West 
Bromwich, John Dando 
Residential Centre in 
Great Barr and Glebe- 
fields Resource Centre in 
Tipton. 

Decision 

Responses from resi¬ 
dents, their families and 
other interested parties 
are now being collated 
and a report will be pro¬ 
duced by officers. This 
will be taken to the deci¬ 
sion-making cabinet 
later this month, after 
which a decision will be 
made on their future. 

If the plans are backed 
John Dando will be the 
first home to go, closing 
its doors in February 
next year with Grafton 
House next for the chop, 
in August. 

Glebefields would then 
close in February 2012 
and Greenhaven in 
August 2012. 


Steps out 
for charity 

LIBRARY staff raised 
£1,025 for two charities 
by walking from their 
place of work to the next 
nearest library and 
handing over a book. 

Employees from 19 
libraries clocked up 
79,771 steps between 
them with the 
fundraiser, also aiming 
to show how items can be 
borrowed and returned 
to any library in the 
borough. 

The money raised will 
go to the Cure Parkin¬ 
son’s Trust and The 
Alzheimer’s Society. 
Staff held coffee morn¬ 
ings and ran a competi¬ 
tion for people to guess 
the total amount of steps 
it took staff to walk 
between the libraries. 


Substation that became drug den could be replaced by housing 

Homes proposed for 
electric station site 


A DERELICT electricity 
station in Oldbury, which has 
attacted vandals and drug 
addicts, could be turned into a 
site for new homes. 

Plans have been submitted for 
the substation and land on Vic¬ 
arage Road, to be turned into 13 
family houses, by Cheshire-based 
Howard and Seddon Architects. 

The site, near the Merrivale pub and 
backing on to the former Langley Hall, 
has been vacant for years. The build¬ 
ing was broken into repeatedly and 
rubbish and syringes have been found 
inside. 

The proposed houses will be a 
mixture of terraced and semi-detached 
homes with three bedrooms each, 
measuring up to two and a half storeys 
with 20 off-street parking spaces. 

Councillor Paramjit Randhawa, of 
St Paul’s ward, said: “The site has been 
used by fly-tippers for years, the sub¬ 
station has been broken into many 
times. Needles have been left by 
people taking drugs. It’s been a 
problem site. 


“It’s a gateway site for St Paul’s and 
anything that will improve that 
barren land will be welcome.” 

Retired salesman Jim Burton, of 
Vicarage Road, said: “For me the 
houses would be good news. 

Enhance 

“The land has been left for a long 
while. It would do away with the fly¬ 
tipping, I think it would be a good idea 
if the properties are up to standard to 
enhance the area.” 

A design and access statement sub¬ 
mitted by architects on behalf of 
Golden Tree Financial Services Pic, 
said: “The development of the site will 
create a visually attractive, safe, 
accessible and functional environment 
which meets the needs of people. It 
also improves upon the existing 
derelict site which has been subject to 
vandalism and several years of fly 
tipping.” 

A low brick wall with railings would 
surround the site, with other parts 
protected by timber fencing. 

If approved, the homes will replace 
the former brick-built switch room and 
substation. 


Roads still the priority 
for business leaders 


BUSINESS bossess are calling 
for more investment in roads as 
part of the plan for transport in 
the Black Country. 

They have questioned the benefits of 
the Midland Metro extension and 
asked for details as to how a one-a-half 
mile extension will bring 1,300 jobs. 

Transport authority Centro and the 
region’s councils have unveiled their 
third local transport plan for keeping 
the region moving in 2026, known as 
LTP3. It intends to go ahead with 
three major extensions of the Midland 
Metro, despite not having been able to 
secure Government funding in the 
past 10 years. 

A new tram line between Wednes- 
bury and Brierley Hill would cost £268 
million while another connecting 
Wolverhampton, Wednesfield, Willen- 
hall, Walsall and Wednesbury would 
cost £419m. There are also hopes for 
an extension to Birmingham Airport. 
A further £31m loop of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton city centre is still on the cards 

So far the only backing from the 
Government is for a £ 127m extension 


of the existing track to cover one-and- 
a-half miles of Birmingham city 
centre. Centro believes that will bring 
1,300 jobs because businesses will 
want to relocate due to the “connectiv¬ 
ity” of the service to New Street 
station. But in a response to the 98- 
page document the Black Country 
Chamber of Commerce said that the 
strategy does not take enough account 
of road use. 

Inadequate 

Colin Leighfield, of its transport 
policy group, said: “We would suggest 
there should be a recognition that 
LTP3 must include efficient road 
systems for private transport as the 
primary means for moving people 
around. Business users complain the 
road network is inadequate to support 
prosperity. 

He added: “We would like further 
detail and clarification of the Birming¬ 
ham city centre Metro extension in 
terms of the £50m boost to the 
economy and the 1,300 sustainable 
new jobs”. 



Pupils Adnan Mohammed, back left, and Olumide Adigun with Baggie Bird 
and, at the front, Sofia Islam, Ayesha Kauser, Thanya Akthar and Umar Khan 


YOUNGSTERS 
formed a walking bus 
in Sandwell to high¬ 
light a road safety 
campaign. 

West Bromwich Albion 
has teamed up with the 
Think! organisation to 
help children learn 
about road safety. 

Albion mascot Baggie 
Bird led a walking bus 
with Sandwell road 
safety expert Steve 


Francis and pupils from 
Galton Valley Primary 
School in Smethwick, 
highlighting the best 
and worst places to cross 
a road. 

Safety 

Albion will also be 
using its after-school 
clubs and activities in 
schools and on match 
days to help educate chil¬ 
dren about road safety. 


The club will work 
with 10 primary schools 
across Sandwell. 

Anna Pincher, educa¬ 
tion and learning devel¬ 
opment manager at the 
West Bromwich Albion 
Foundation, said: “We’ve 
got lots of great activities 
in store for kids across 
Sandwell and are 
thrilled to be a part of 
this new Think! initia¬ 
tive.” 


thachronicte 


Newsagent 
is fined over 
rat-infested 
storeroom 

A TIPTON newsagent, whose shop 
storeroom was infested by rodents and 
strewn with droppings, has been ordered 
to pay thousands of pounds in fines. 

Mumtaz Saleem, who ran Fags and Mags on 
High Street, was found guilty in absence of five 
charges including stopping an environmental 
officer investigating his outdoor store room. 

Parent company Princes Local Limited, of which 
Mr Saleem is a director, has to pay £21,858, after 
being found guilty of four charges. 

The court found Princes Local Limited, trading as 
Fags and Mags, failed to ensure adequate processes 
were in place to control pests; that Princes Local 
Limited failed to ensure the premises were kept 
clean and in good condition; that Mumtaz Saleem 
obstructed an environmental health officer; and that 
Princes Local Limited failed to ensure adequate 
processes were in place to control pests in a store¬ 
room and rear extension. 

The company pleaded guilty to not maintaining 
hygiene in the store and in an indoor storeroom. 
Saleem had pleaded not guilty. 

Mr Ben Mills, prosecuting on behalf of Sandwell 
Council, told Warley Magistrates how on April 2 last 
year environmental officers visited the store on High 
Street. 

Mr Mills said: “They found dead rodents, mice and 
mice droppings everywhere. There were partly- 
eaten food packets, gnawed on by rodents, general 
dirt and filth.” 

The court heard evidence from senior environ¬ 
mental officer Clare Iceton, who visited the store. 

Miss Iceton said she even found droppings on the 
top shelf of a display and dead mice stuck to a sticky 
board beneath a shelf of light bulbs. 

Sewer 

There were mice droppings inside a chiller behind 
a loose panel near its motor. 

But when Miss Iceton went to inspect the outdoor 
storeroom, Saleem blocked her way saying it was a 
construction site and unsafe. He invited her back the 
next day. 

The court heard an unfinished toilet in the indoor 
storeroom allowed rats to enter direct from the 
sewer. 

Mr Mills said Rentokil had visited the store on 
March 9 last year and found major signs of a mouse 
infestation. 

Saleem, aged 44, agreed with officers to close the 
shop after the inspection. 

The court heard how Rentokil cleaned up the prop¬ 
erty after its closure to an acceptable standard for it 
to be reopened in April last year. 

Saleem was fined £1,250 for obstructing Miss 
Iceton from making an inspection. He was fined 
£700 for each of the other charges and ordered to pay 
£2,500 towards court costs and a £15 victim sur¬ 
charge. 

Princes Local’s total to be paid included £17,000 
for four charges of breaching regulations, £4,843 
costs and a £15 victim surcharge. 

City gig for a 
Motown legend 

TAMLA Motown music legend Martha 
Reeves will be bringing her Vandellas to Birm¬ 
ingham venue the HMV ‘Institute, in Digbeth, 
on Friday, December 17. 

The 69-year-old veteran soul singer’s hits include 
Dancing In The Streets, Nowhere to Run, Heat Wave 
and Jimmy Mack. 

Tickets cost £18.50 in advance for the concert at 
HMV Institute’s The Library room. 

Call 0844 248 5037. 
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George Sanders and Sandwell Mayor Pauline Hinton with, 
back, mayor’s consort David Hinton, fundraisers Eloise David¬ 
son and Roy Aldridge, store manager Jim Brice and Rotarian 
Michael Middleton 


Festive 

A CHRISTMAS tree at a 
supermarket in Sandwell is 
being decorated with stars 
in memory of people’s loved 
ones. 

Wednesbury Rotary Club 
has unveiled a tree of light at 
Morrisons in the town. 

People are being asked to 
donate £5 in return for a star on 
which they can write the name 
of a friend or family member 
who has passed away. 

Service 

The scheme will run until 


sparkle 

Christmas Eve and it will be 
followed up next year by a 
service of remembrance. 

All of the money raised will 
be split between Macmillan 
Cancer Support and SSAFA, 
the Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen 
and Families Association. 

Rotary Club secretary 
George Sanders said: “A 
number of people like to 
remember their loved ones in 
this way and it seems to gener¬ 
ate a lot of community spirit. 

“ Last year, there were more 
than 130 and we raised £650 
for charity.” 


From booze to 
good news and 
pints to pews 


WORK is under way 
to turn one of the Black 
Country’s most notori¬ 
ous pubs, the former 
London Apprentice, 
into a church. 

The pub had become 
known as a trouble 
hotspot. 

Worshippers at the Bethel 
United Church Of Jesus 
Christ bought the London 
Apprentice in Smethwick for 
£30,000 earlier this year. 


The pub shut in March fol¬ 
lowing an emergency closure 
order imposed days after two 
men suffered knife wounds. 
Police singled it out as a 
hotspot for guns and drugs 
and there were metal detec¬ 
tors to make sure customers 
were not carrying knives. 

Cladding on the building 
has now been taken down 
and the bar has been ripped 
out, while grass outside the 
building has been trimmed 
and cleared of weeds. 

Pastor Jacob Harriott, 


Community work for 
brothel receptionist 


A WOMAN who helped 
run a Black Country brothel 
has avoided a prison sen¬ 
tence after a judge said he 
was not presiding over a 
“court of morals”. 

Married Marisa Paterson 
was the first person police 
saw when they raided the 
shop, called Fun Place, on 
Bearwood Road, Bearwood. 

Paterson admitted 

working as a maid and 
receptionist, taking phone 
calls and bookings. 

Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard that she would 
greet customers and 
arrange rooms for cus¬ 
tomers and girls. Customers 
would then pay the girls and 
Paterson, aged 39, of Wing- 
foot Avenue, Low Hill, 
Wolverhampton, would 
receive tips. 

Paterson, who also admit¬ 


ted updating the brothel’s 
website, pleaded guilty to 
assisting in the manage¬ 
ment of a brothel. 

A investigation is under 
way to see what financial 
gain Paterson made from 
her employment. 

Judge Nicholas Webb 
said: “This is not a court of 
morals, it’s a court of law. 
What you did was illegal, 
but this is not a case where 
there is any evidence that 
you took a guiding, or by any 
stretch of the imagination, a 
leading role in the manage¬ 
ment of this brothel.” 

He gave Paterson a com¬ 
munity order and ordered 
her to do 80 hours of unpaid 
work. 

Mr Gurdeep Garcha, 
defending, said she was now 
hoping to help her husband 
run a business. 


from Wolverhampton, said: 
“I am pleased with the work 
so far. 

“I feel relief that it is 
slowly coming together. It 
may still look like a pub but 
people need to see beyond 
that. 

Dream 

“I have a dream. I can 
envisage what it will be like.” 

He added: “People in this 
area are happy about what is 
going on. 

“Having a place where 
there was fighting and 
bloodshed and turning it 
into a place that brings 
peace to the community can 
only be a good thing.” 

The building, based in 
Soho Close, still needs to 
have plumbing, plastering 
and painting work done but 
it is hoped it can open early 
in the new year. 

What was once the main 
drinking area is being split 
into two smaller rooms. 

One of these will be used 
to hold services and the 
other will be available for 
community functions. 

The London Apprentice 
sign at the front of the pub 
has been taken down but 
discolouring on the brick 
wall left by a Mitchells & 
Butlers logo is still visible. 

For 35 years members of 
the church had been forced 
to hire school halls and com¬ 
munity centres for serviices 
and functions. 

Mr Harriott currently 
leads his Sunday service 
from a room at Akrill Memo¬ 
rial Methodist Church in 
Londonderry Lane. 




Jacob Harriott outside the pub which is being transformed into a church 


Refurbishment work takes place on the ceiling of what was the main bar area 
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Turkey trot for hospice cash 


A CHARITY fun run and a tradi¬ 
tional Christmas fair will be held 
during a winter wonderland event at 
Barr Beacon. 

Father Christmas will be the guest of 
honour at Beacon Wonderland on December 
11. The free admission event will run from 
11am until 4pm and will coincide with the 
5K Turkey Trot in aid of Walsall Hospice. 

As well as the fun run, there will be a 
Christmas fair at nearby Collingwood 
Centre in Pheasey, featuring gifts, crafts 
and other festive bargains. . 

Aside from raising money for the Mayor of 
Walsall’s Charity Appeal, which supports 
Walsall Hospice and various charities for 
disadvantaged youngsters , it is hoped the 
event will raise the profile of Barr Beacon’s 
Heritage Lottery Fund restoration project. 

Awareness 

Walsall councillor Adrian Andrew, Barr 
Beacon Trust chairman, said: “Beacon Won¬ 
derland is a fantastic way to raise aware¬ 
ness of this important site while allowing 
visitors the chance to enjoy some old-fash¬ 
ioned Christmas cheer and support Walsall 
Hospice.” 

The Turkey Trot will start from Barr 
Beacon war memorial at 11.30am. Entry 
details are available by calling 01922 
423578. 

Long-serving Bill is 
honorary alderman 

ONE of Sandwell’s longest serving coun¬ 
cillors has been confirmed as the borough’s 
newest honorary alderman. The title was 
confirmed on Bill Archer at an extraordi¬ 
nary meeting of the council last week. 

Mr Archer represented Wednesbury 
North for 35 years until his recent retire¬ 
ment. He served as Mayor in 2005/2006 and 
raised a record amount of money -£35,500 - 
for his chosen charities Prostate Cancer and 
Guide Dogs for the Blind. Mr Archer’s name 
will now be added to the roll of honorary 
aldermen in the council chamber. 

Thrilled 

He said: “I am absolutely thrilled to be 
given this honour. It enables me to keep in 
touch with things that are going on at the 
council and to keep seeing some of the many 
friends I have made over the years. I can 
honestly say I have enjoyed every minute 
serving the people of Wednesbury.” 

Sandwell Council leader Cllr Darren 
Cooper and leader of the Conservative 
group Cllr Ray Nock both proposed Mr 
Archer be made an honorary alderman. 



Rachel Riddler with Jo Ellis and Cheryl Bradburne, who are all from Walsall Hospice, 
getting ready for the Walsall Hospice Turkey Trot at Barr Beacon 
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Friends Madison Tranter and Katie Baker, both 
eight, and from Wednesbury, put their poman¬ 
ders up to help decorate the interior of the manor 


Deck the hall 

VISITORS to West Bromwich’s Grade I listed 
Manor House were invited to take a step back in time 
to help decorate its Great Hall as it would have been 
in years gone by. 

The Deck the Halls event at the 13th Century 
Manor House last week saw swathes of holly, ivy and 
mistletoe put up. Guests were also invited to make 
traditional decorations, including pomanders and 
gingerbread tree ornaments. Rachel Smith, develop¬ 
ment officer at the Manor House, said: “In all around 
70 people came to help us decorate the Manor House. 
The hall is looking beautiful and smelling amazing.” 


OAP will use 
funeral cash 


to pay 

A PENSIONER who cheated 
taxpayers out of £34,000 in ben¬ 
efits has been ordered to pay 
the costs of her prosecution out 
of money she was saving for her 
funeral. 

Judge Michael Challinor ignored 
pleas to allow Shanta Pallan to 
keep the £3,000. 

The 60-year-old, who suffers from 
ill health, said she needed it to 
cover the cost of her funeral. 

Pallan lied to benefits bosses for 
more than six years by telling them 
she was not related to her landlady. 

In fact, her landlady was her 
sister, who had bought the property 
at Arthur House Close, Smethwick, 
just three days before Pallan’s first 
benefits claim. 


court 

Pallan also failed to notify bene¬ 
fits bosses when she was paid 
£4,000 compensation after suffer¬ 
ing whiplash in a car crash in 2004. 

She put that money, along with 
£1,000 from her bank account, into 
an ISA, but did not declare either 
sum of money, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard lastweek. By 
2007, the money had grown to 
£6,250. 

Pallan, now of Latimer Gardens, 
Edgbaston, admitted 13 charges of 
benefits fraud. She was overpaid 
£34,087 in housing benefit and 
£244 of council tax benefit. Pallan 
has now repaid the council tax 
figure but owes £34,030 in housing 
tax benefit, which she is paying 
back at £52 per month. 

Judge Michael Challinor said he 
had “sympathy for 
the reason you 
want to keep your 
savings”. But he 
ordered her to pay 
£1,688 costs and 
gave her a nine 
month prison sen¬ 
tence, suspended 
for 18 months, and 
ordered her to be 
supervised for 18 
months. 


Plea for organists 

BLACKHEATH Organ, Keyboard and Musical 
Society is on the lookout for new members. 

The society, which holds regular meeting, recitals, 
and charity shows meets on the second Monday of 
every month at Rowley Regis Conservative Club in 
Hawn Lane. Meetings start at 7.30pm. 

Malcolm Jones, spokesman for the club, said: “We 
are looking for new members, whether they want to 
learn, play, or just listen. Call on 0121 4397260. 


The magnificent seven 

A TEAM of young 
people from the 
Prince’s Trust are 
overhauling a 
churchyard and 
hall in Wednesbury, 

The seven-strong 
team, from across the 
Sandwell and Walsall 
area has started work 
at St Bartholomew’s 
as part of a 12-week 
personal development 
course. 

The youngsters, all 
aged between 17 and 
23 have spent two 
weeks fundraising for 
materials and moved 
onto the site at the 
church last week to 
carry out a fortnight 
of improvement 
works. 

The team raised 
£220, all of which is 
being spent on the 
upgrade. 

Project 

Tracey Powell, who 
is team leader for the 
group of youngsters, 
based at Wednesbury 
fire station, said: “The 
group selected the 
church as a deserving 
project and carried 
out a range of 
fundraising events - 
including a charity 
car wash and chest James Evans, back left, Rev Tim Vasby-Burnie, Ryan Lynn 
wax - to raise cash for and Onkar Mahgara with, front, Bryannie 

materials.” Hardy, Dan Scott, Nicky Read and Tracey Powell 



Dumped 
gerbil is 
rescued 

A TINY gerbil, aban¬ 
doned in a sealed 
lunchbox at a West 
Bromwich shopping 
centre, has been given 
a new home at a Birm¬ 
ingham animal 

centre. 

Little Geoff, as he has 
been named by staff at 
the RSPCA, was saved 
after being discovered in 
the box by Queens 
Square security guard 
Luke Taylor. 

Mr Taylor said: “I was 
doing my normal patrols 
when I came across the 
lunch box sitting on a 
ledge. 

“I thought it was prob¬ 
ably empty so couldn’t 
believe my eyes when I 
found a gerbil in it. 

I hung around for a few 
minutes thinking 

someone might have left 
him and was coming back 
to collect but no-one 
appeared. 

“ As soon as I opened it 
up to put some water in 
he jumped out and I had 
a bit of a game getting 
him contained again.” 

Anyone interested in 
providing a home for 
Geoffthe gerbil can call 
the RSPCA on 0300 
1230754. 
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Oak House 
in £2m plan 
for revamp 

AN HISTORIC house in Sandwell is set 
to undergo a £2 million revamp in a bid to 
attract an extra 30,000 visitors a year. 

The project will see the refurbishment of 16th 
century Oak House in West Bromwich and will 
include the restoration of its derelict barns and a 
new education centre. 

It will also include a visitor reception, offices, 
toilets, a shop and other facilities. 

The barns have been described as fundamental to 
the future success of the Oak Road-based museum. 

Sandwell Council is set to plough £lm into the 
scheme with a further £lm being sought from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Classroom 

Keith Heyes, head of cultural services at Sandwell 
Council, said: “Next door to the Oak House we have 
always had two 16th century barns which are listed, 
but we have never had a use for them. We now have 
a £2m scheme to bring them into use for visitor facil¬ 
ities, classroom facilities and meeting rooms. 

“We are now at the point where we are going into 
planning consent and the design process to bring the 
barns into use. 

“That scheme comes to fruition in two years. At the 
moment they are redundant and subject to anti¬ 
social behaviour and attract litter.” 


Schools face 
a baby boom 

PRIMARY schools across the Black Country are 
being forced to squeeze in more pupils as councils 
struggle with the sudden jump in pupil numbers. 

Twenty schools across Sandwell, Walsall, Kidder¬ 
minster and Staffordshire will have to become super 
primaries by creating additional places from Sep¬ 
tember next year. Local authorities are putting in 
place plans to deal with the increase in pupil 
numbers by expanding existing schools. 

Five primary schools in Sandwell - Tameside 
Primary, Wednesbury; Uplands Manor, Smethwick; 
Shireland Hall, Smethwick; Joseph Turner and Gle- 
befields, Tipton - will be creating additional places. 
Shireland Hall has already started taking on extra 
pupils. 



Kelvin Attwell, from Smethwick Industrial Services, places the canal pump 

Pump returns home 

A CANAL pump has been returned It has now undergone an extensive 
to its Oldbury home after 20 years. refurbishment by volunteers at 

The pump that served the Titford Hawne Basin in Halesowen and has 
Canal was used to raise water when it been returned to its home by the Birm- 
was installed in the 1960s. However, ingham Canal Navigations Society, 
when the Titford Pumphouse in Ivor Caplan, secretary of the society, 
Engine Street became disused in the said the pump will remain on the 
late 1990s the pump was moved to wharf at the pumphouse as a static 
Ellesmere Port Boat Museum. display showing its working parts. 


‘I am no 

parasite’ 

saysX 

Factor’s 

Wagner 

wildcard x 

Factor contestant 
Wagner Carrilho, 
voted off the top TV 
talent show the 
weekend before last, 
has revealed he has 
asked to be taken off 
benefits. 

The controversial 
singer, who used to run 
martial arts classes in 
Sandwell, had faced alle¬ 
gations that he should 
not have been claiming 
benefits whilst appear¬ 
ing, singing and dancing 
on the top-rated show. 

He says that he knows 
that he will be getting 
paid from touring and 
various shows as a result 
of him finding fame on 
The X Factor, and said he 
didn’t want people to 
view him as a “parasite”. 

Sits 

“The reason I went on 
the show was because I 
didn’t want to be on ben¬ 
efits,” said the Brazil- 
born Pensnett resident. 

“I didn’t want to be a 
parasite that sits around 
and doesn’t work. 

“I voluntarily phoned 
the Department for Work 
and Pensions and asked 
not to be on benefits any 
more. My claim has been 
stopped. 

“I will be getting paid 
from The X Factor.” 

Choir concert 

WARLEY Male Choir 
hold their Carols ‘n’ 
Brass Christmas concert 
with guests from Langley 
Band on Saturday, 
December 18, at Quinton 
Methodist Church from 
7pm. Tickets £5. 


Court fight looming 
in bid to modernise 
secondary schools 


A COURT battle to try to 
save Sandwell secondary 
schools’ modernisation 
programme will be 
thrashed out in the new 
year. 

A five-day hearing into the 
Government’s decision to axe 
funding for the transforma¬ 
tion of nine schools will take 
place in January. 

Sandwell Council and five other 
authorities will seek a judicial 
review to challenge the decision 


at the Royal Courts of Justice. 

If they are successful, a review 
will follow in the hope the Govern¬ 
ment’s decision could be over¬ 
turned. 

The coalition Government 
sparked fury in July by announc¬ 
ing all of Sandwell’s Building 
Schools for the Future projects 
could go ahead but then revealing 
nine projects had actually been 
cancelled, with the authority 
losing £138 million in funding. 

No choice 

Council Leader Councillor 
Darren Cooper has held face-to- 


face meetings with Education 
Secretary Michael Gove urging 
him to reprieve the school plans. 

“We do not want to take legal 
action but we have left with no 
choice by the Government’s deci¬ 
sion,” said Councillor Cooper 
today. 

“If we can get it changed it will 
be money well spent.” 

The schools which lost funding 
are Bristnall Hall, Heathfield, 
Manor and Menzies, The 
Meadows, Perryfields, Stuart 
Bathurst, Tividale and Wood 
Green. 


Tesco store fears put 
freeze on market fees 


A £200 million Tesco in West Bromwich 
could have such a devastating impact on 
market stalls that Sandwell Council bosses 
are set to back plans to freeze the stall fees 
next year to offset potential problems. 

Officers fear small traders could be forced out of 
business by the development coming to New Street, 
transforming the town centre. 


Victim of crash named 

THE victim of a fatal road traffic accident in 
Sutton Coldfield on Sunday was 22-year-old Scott 
Bennett, from Boldmere. 

He received fatal injuries after the car he was 
travelling in was involved in a collision with another 
car in the early hours of Sunday morning on Birm¬ 
ingham Road near to the junction with Maney Hill 
Road. He was a passenger in a bronze Seat Leon 
involved in a collision with a black taxi cab. 

A man, aged 23, has been was arrested on suspi¬ 
cion of causing death by dangerous driving. He has 
been released on bail pending further enquiries. 

Witnesses are asked to call the collision investiga¬ 
tion unit at Aston police station on 0121 322 6098 or 
crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 


A report to be discussed at a meeting tomorrow 
(Friday) states: “Trading conditions in the borough 
continue to be very challenging, mainly due to 
nationally prevailing economic conditions. 

“In addition however it is anticipated that West 
Bromwich will suffer major disruption over the 
coming years due to the pending town centre regen¬ 
eration projects, adding to the difficulties retailers 
in the town centre face.” 

The report says a fees freeze is the best way to 
protect traders. 

Monthly 

The monthly fee for a stall in West Bromwich’s 
market hall is £79.50, with regular traders in the 
open market paying between £14.30 and £30.05 a 
day. 

Mary Docker, a Conservative Councillor and a 
trader at Blackheath Market said: “Freezing the 
charges seems like a good idea.” 

The scheme will bring a 144,236 sq ft Tesco store 
and other retail and leisure space. There will also be 
a hotel, additional car parking, more shops and a 
new Northern Ringway. 

Work is to start on the road early next year. 
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OUTFIT 


GALLAGHER RETAIL PARK, WEDNESBURY 
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OUTFIT 
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SOLICITOR 


Have von been 

it 

injured in an 
accident? 

Not your fault 


kiip 100% 

of your compensation 
- nr. tlrtlnctitinti 
Win or Irisa* you pay nothing 


Your claim will be 
bundled by friendly 
specialist. *oiiritors who 
are local to you 
Free home visits 

0121 544 4788 

(V»T trU «*4 
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Supporting Rome 
Local 
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Big hats and even bigger baby carriages were fashionable in 1912 March 2,1924, and the timeless treat of sledging at snowy Warley Woods A Henry J<Carless postcard shows the neat rose garden in about 1908 


Woods a wonderland to 
city families since 1906 


A NEW book that 
showcases historical 
images of a Black 
Country beauty spot has 
been published. 

The postcard and photo¬ 
graph book called Vintage 
Images of Warley Woods, 
Smethwick, has been pub¬ 
lished by the Warley Woods 
Community Trust. 

The book contains 84 
images including many of 
the Abbey, the fountains and 
bandstand, as well as of 
people who are important to 
the park’s history and 
golfing heritage. 

Many of the postcards fea¬ 
tured in the book were pho¬ 
tographs taken by Henry J 
Carless, of 5, Wigorn Road, 
Bearwood, from the time 
when Warley Woods opened 

Children in Warley Woods raise money to build military aircraft during World War One to the public who wanted a 



day out from the urban 
sprawl of Birmingham and 
Smethwick in 1906. 

Viv Cole, Warley Woods 
Community Trust mana¬ 
ger, said: “It is really excit¬ 
ing. 

“Many people are fasci¬ 
nated by the history of the 
park and it is great that we 
are able to share with them 
photographs that they will 
have never seen before. 

Received 

“Our first book was well 
received and we think this 
new one will be really 
popular too.” 

• Vintage Images of 
Warley Woods, Smethwick 
can be bought from the 
pavilion shop at Lightwoods 
Hill, priced £5.99. For more 
details, call 0121 429 2440. 



A pre-1914 park policeman 



Park “super” Mr Bretherick 
sprays glasshouse pests 



The south entrance to the tearoom and a 
peacock in July 1912, in the park’s heyday 
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BOWJANGLES 

17 MARKET PLACE. WS10 7AV (WEDNE6BURV J9, HH6) 


Prices paid on 7/12/10 


IH'O'I 

| OPEN 

I MON-GAT 

| IOjOO - I. 00 PIA 

Em] 

3 


RING FOR DAILY PRICES 

Ptkes cmad at the time of printing 
andata subject to change daily 


?ct.£10.40 per gram 

14ct.£16.17 per gram 

18ct.£30.80 per gram 

22ct.£25.42 per gram 


d 


i 


24d.£27.73 pergncm 

Full Soveragi.£203 

Full Kmggeiand.£875 


L 


T 

ii 


37 p/gram 

42p/gram (minimum) for 
charm bracelets and Alberts chains 

Any silver cuticles Ixdlnarked ane priced per piece 

TT 




Fine Platinum £28.00/gram 

Thermo CoUplhg Wire wavtal Platinum CrUcUet taken 


All Role* All Omega All Rocket 
Watches Watches Watches 

Wanted Wanted Wanted 


ANTIQUE ARTICLES WANTED ALSO 


GOOD PRICES 
PAID FOR EURO 
NOTES AND 
EURO COINS 

FOR ANY INFORMATION 
TO DO WITH GOLD; 
SILVER; PLATINUM; 
WATCHES AND ANTIQUE! 
CALI FOR FREE ADVICE 
HIGHEST PRICES 
ALWAYS 


www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 

0121 556 6868 



Beat the JANUARY 


ORDER NOW FOR 
January/ March 

2011 INSTALLATION 







*. XTiu 7 • 11/ • 111 • *cr.« | 
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W» design wid Invtsl 

Tndtlond or Low IsJrtiranci 

Garden*, Driveway*. Pailoe 
Conservatorlei, Decorating, Tiling 
Ejttomlon*, Kttchtns, Bathroom* 
Plastering, Roofs, Floors 


VISA 


EM JJt 


Open K.lllLirn - *L Mlpm7 Duyt 
Wikall 01*22 

/tainHrtfl 11121 iX.17 H I h4 

Wc*l rVi-Mi-nu ll 4)121 £157445 

1 . j ■ l 11 1 M 2 I 11574 I! 

CriuiQ/uT 0121 607 HI *4 
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Showroom: 

404-406 Bearwood Road, 
pttt^ Smethwick B66 4EX f—■ 
== Tel: 0121-429 31 86 “ 

Month 41 opening Wontl ^-Saturday lQOO^im-t.OO pirn 



chronicle 


COMPETITION 



£500 of prizes 
up for grabs 


SHOPPERS are in for a treat thanks to local low 
price department store The Original Factory Shop, 
which opened a new outlet in Walsall on December 4. 

To celebrate the store opening and as an extra special treat 
for shoppers this Christmas, we’ve teamed up with The 
Chronicles to offer readers the chance to win a share of £500 
to spend in the new store, which is located at 5/6 Lichfield 
Road, Walsall Wood. 

One lucky winner will get a “shoptastic” £100 of The Orig¬ 
inal Factory Shop vouchers as a first prize. 

There will be four lots of £50 vouchers up for grabs as 2nd 
prizes and 10 runners-up will each receive £20 gift vouchers 
to spend. 

With the fantastic prices in store you can be sure of your 
prize money going a long way. 

Plus, with Christmas just around the corner you’ll be able 
to pick a trolley full of decorations and gifts perfect for all the 
family at stunning prices. 

The Original Factory Shop Walsall Wood brings an exten¬ 
sive range of men’s, ladies’ and children’s fashions, as well 
as homewares, electricals and toiletries, including a large 
selection of branded goods, to the town. 

To be in with a chance of winning one of these prizes please 
answer the following question: 

Q. Where is the new store located? 

Please send your answers on a postcard to The Chronicles 
Factory Competition, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton. 
WV1 1ES. 

Usual competition terms and conditions apply. All 
prizes will be in the form of gift vouchers. There is no cash 
alternative. 
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OPEN SATURDAYS 9 . 30 n in -- 5 . 30 |)in. SUNDAY Tlmn - S|>m, 
MONDAY. WEDNESDAY \FRIDAY a 30 ain - 6 |nti, 

LATE MIGHTS: TUESDAY 4 THURSDAY TILL 8 ))in 


www.cousiistiirnltLire.coju k 


Ic cn c riicLfcufehk with 4 dtfti-s hCFIMA_ FFUCE £TI5 

3ALEPHCE £399 PREVIEW PRICE£299 


sale preview 

EXTRA DISCOUNT HURRY ■ PREVIEW ENDS SOON 


KliiyBlieOert uedsteecl 
fit- ihmJ p riw Ctf ft) Oa t Pri» CS ft) 

PFE VIE W PRC E £299 

'i/e fclrol» 

5J* pfa* W)9 

PFE VIE V/FACE £399 

BsdsKbCeiJlwt 

Ht.rmJpri»CB?0*Ri»CEO 

PFE VIE V/FACE £123 

(5 Dtet.w Client 
KfcrmJpri»CSiBOiFTi»CIOO 

PFE VIE V/FACE £199 


You’re invited to take an unprecedented ‘sneak preview’ of what’s 
on offer in this year’s Winter Sale due to start on Boxing Day - 
incredible EXTRA DISCOUNTS throughout the store - with many 
SAVINGS OF 50% OR MORE. 


BIRMINGHAM - WarwickRead, Tysefoy E l l 2EW. Tet 0121 705 3300 
DUDLEY - Hall Gtieet DY2 GNW. Tel: 013S4 451500 

MANCHESTER - End Of M6Q2, A57 Regent Rd. Gafcrd IV15 4EA. Tet 0161 375 4070 


D nfcr^itFfy' L?>ttichht4A<:Hi tlbtl ■» i«n ««C»Cl Sitjwtfc tlh. wtai-ktih on r-pwt orferiHtiahbfe 
■y lirtt^wiiowhkHh.afcnhhitJwtfc t4hbBr$4n«fenhir44ii»p4rlHih4tK+l tihl«it-ittht4»li1i» wtantlHuililn tlwrt 


0%APR 


Lsatlw \hhtsa-i 3otL vi 1 -i Iu nIYru■ si .\:■:<i hO FfvL^L FFJCE ££99 

3ALEPHCE £599 PREVIEW PRICE £449 


Goug re boast three of Hie hugest fuinitLre sfoies titl^e UK VWiatever ycur clioice, 
contemporary or classical theie's an unbeatable choice of famous brand names 
- for tlie ultinate shopping experience for fuinrtue, beds and carpets. 


BUY NOW * PAY NOTHING UNTIL THE SUMMER * NO DEPOSIT * INTEREST FREE 

Many items still avail aisle for |=r e-Christmas delivery. 
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Su“,:r-.L upcuwl g-Ji ildrrn in yjur lit ihis 
LhiiRlm.iE with n nnlr|un gift fmm Snnfr Sun 
tbalFfamlight.1 pis fcievrecelw JtaJBrul 
■pcrsDrulhcd letter tool Sants liimKlt ibng 
with kwil^priy"! ]rft«nrJ f.nrti^strtl i 

Our g if" pncbgo 11 LjmFi.% msnn^hnrfl Anri 
devdajreiJl tjy I'duusliaiyl ejqierla giving 
childicji 1 g ft rhry will treasure! 

Call Now 


£1.50 per minute 

the chllde name, age, 
eexanri Full address 
including postcode 


Orient 


\r. Lai: wil uat Et.EO per mintfcfoam Eli Landing cjfft It ti rtliT tekota may vary ard 
•:alh Ito'ii rntUki will cat Lonr^JcrjLfj imre. CJfc w II lad lar abac 3 flihubcs. Itito uni 
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IromM CEKTiibcr. -Jnvic: p uVrirf bf Lqiress ?m Star WV1 lLS .1 lelpbre U-34444JJ- 1-J7T 


FASHION 



Idol Printed Tunic Dress £39.99 


IF you are looking for something differ¬ 
ent for the festive season and want 
something that the stars go for check out 
IDOL 7 which has just been launched 
exclusively at New Look. 

An exploration of different materials, 
blends and silhouettes, the seventh collec¬ 
tion by IDOL was inspired by medieval 
figures, think Joan of Arc and knights collid¬ 
ing with Blade Runner. 

The result is a futuristic-feeling 
collection featuring lots of chain- 
mail, oversized tunics, sexy leather 
dresses with don’t-mess-with-me 
studding and bold, graphic dresses 
with chain detailing and geometric 
belts reminiscent of corsets. 

To soften the look, the range also 
includes draped jersey tunics, T- 


Leather Studded Dress: £ 79.99 


shirt dresses and slouchy suedette dresses 
with hoods. 

An 80ies-style Aviator jacket and skinny 
jeans round up the essential rock chic 
wardrobe, accessorised with wing rings, 
foxy foot wear and contemporary cuffs. 

IDOL has quickly become a firm favourite 
with celebs across the globe from Beyonce, 
Fergie, Lourdes, Dannii Minogue, Fearne 
Cotton and Lindsay Lohan. 


Multi Coloured Print 
Dress with chains: 
£59.99 


Horse Tee: 
£24.99 


Chance to be a 
fashion IDOL 
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WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT BOARDS 
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warnffW 
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FINANCE AVAILABLE 



* 


Kf^ALE SERVICES I 

MW women 9 oeoft hm 


REPAIR SPECIALISTS MASSIVE DISCOUNT 



• LOCKS • SEALANT 

| • SCALED • HANDLES 

UNITS •FASCIAE 
GASKBTS CinTEKEVG 


• O 121 BB9 4211 


ON ALL ORDERS 
PLACED NOW FOR 
JANUARY 


INSTALLATION 


WINDOW CONSERVATORY, 
PORCH, FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 
Hoim has Rydale liilt up an 
excellent reputation? 

t<:4KDvr:*4rtiioonit '|dtr Ttw iwlti jiR 5 ia#*iic<ictthi qidtr cfil 

fydA»|ltl«XII» J-1 ill » Ja ull I I V " J 

fc/di. *r a> rmv 4 a W amor** m. 4 *tii» t«i*. Evma rtitvnkMso.oif 

b until maW totfwinarlrjjcrctKqia#^ ttacbik pajfl In I side! r% kac3rp. 

FJbdJm 43AC0IB |tti*0W IVk iMIlWlBVtlWlllritlllillffed?, 1 "• 

Iva lw*i iitu>li*v fcr i ruv Imii 30 m jp ‘Yntv,a* iftis ttfuorcJfcur 

Aind<«MtcM .vt. me* olgrodict.- Ji i.it* * xi |U|«« lufc tOOOO 

X) t sloAArcrK ard il tliit crhtSadinUmlj n.H^r 

Gj .ihtivdhH un4 pxja jk'ji jN AiUV in on .t m* io - v*.4 lv* tjivXOO 
JI uTlXiji iiilSniib,' viDO Jiitt'iCWiii fcFAibU/eNtflf ielrurv iijtiJllu 

!■ iralcti on iiq lay I stoie * il n at* ,or ha' «bcnnn 1 c.|Mctam hi lm*» Ml 1 o 
air* Hocir dXAUnVtB'** Jl'tr prrlrt jri1*r||n4h>niT|rr.aM hH# rl /311 
flN 4MMIM 

&Ryd* vv*i aLktv m* ioujI, i«, *v Ur 

aJoisdL lac lunjluihtl bald « ar ana ka mi JO pw»i Hop jfM • pm a 

^aakiMAl kafcblwtohanrl Qsitatla aildji,^liHa^ai/it(hi 
+r> r#toSinP, , i>ti ir.ti at di|»iaiuv inri .*vj 

ATRYW 1 £\Y 6 CAREAI 01 JT THE CUSTOMER, 

SfBiO VOORiaOiJEVWBEli. 

VISIT OUR SUaWOONR HE X\[ HEfI FCR TOO HE CUSTCUR 


suppur orny windows & conservatores 

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 


You are invited to visit one of tfie 
largest Conservatory and 
Window Slhowi'ooms in Hie UK 


WINTER SALE 

Visit our Showroom & Factories for 


NOW ON 

immediate quotations 


„ JT 



HYOAl.E WIN DC' 


r im 


^ ^ Zsiskz r- s 

@ W VP liiXLZSf mmr ££ 


TELEPHONE: 0121 550 4211 

Open weekdays 9am to S.30pm, Sat 9aai to 4pm, Sun CLOSED 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 
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that festive gift dilemma 



Mini Trio of 

Tabletop Games 

Perfect for get-togeth¬ 
ers: Sixty Seconds gives 
players one minute to wax 
lyrical about a subject 
without pausing or repeat¬ 
ing themselves; Who Am 
I? is a famous-person 
guessing game and Word 
Bluff a version of the 
classic TV show. 

Ref 42397 (approx. 50 
double-sided cards in 
each box) Price: £6.99 



■■■ #J?J& 


IT’S only November so no need to 
panic yet but we all have that 
annoying friend who announces that 
she has not only bought all her 
Christmas presents but has already 
wrapped them and hidden them 
away. You can go off people! 

One way to wipe that smile of 
their face to go one better and do 

your shopping from 
the comfort of your 
armchair, either by 
catalogue or online 
and then just wait 


m W— - 




until it is delivered to your door. 
Who wants to lug back heavy 
bags after fighting through 
queues of shoppers. Yes, there 
may be some late bargains but is 
it worth the hassle? 

And there’s one catalogue that 
covers all categories, male, 
female, cooking, home, decora¬ 
tions etc. Check out these ideas 
from Lakeland. 

For more information go to 
www.lakeland.co.uk or call 
015394 88100. 



Pewter Puss 

Ring Minder 

It’s so annoying when you can’t 
find your rings. Keep them safe 
on this lovely ring minder. A great 
gift for a cat-loving friend. 

Ref 41761 10cm (4ins) 

Price: £4.99 and next to ... 

Umbra Partridge 

Jewellery Tree 

This has four moveable 
branches which will stop your 
necklaces and bracelets sliding 
off and the base will keep rings 
and trinkets tidy. 

Ref 41948 30cm(12ins) 

Price: £16. 


Olive Oil Can 

A touch of the Mediterranean. This 
olive oil can will bring rustic appeal to a 
shelf or on the worktop and the thin 
spout gives precise control for pouring 
out. Hand-finished stainless steel. 

Ref 42654 17cm (6% ins) 

Price: £10.99 





Votive candles 

These create a magical 
atmosphere at Christmas 
gatherings, so enjoy the 
flicker of these pretty little 
versions. They use 
battery-operated LEDs 
hidden inside -a safe 
alternative to traditional 
tea lights. 
4 LED Votives. 
Ref:41696 Price: £12.99 



f g |r 


FOdfcT 

M\LX- 


Hens Chalkboard 

Handmade and hand-decorated. Put together in a 
little workshop at the bottom of a Lincolnshire garden 
this helpful board is a winner and will make sure you 
always remember what to put on your shopping list. It 
has rustic charm with its rope hanger and spotted hens. 
Ref 22859 23 x 40cm (9ins x 15%ins) Price: £19.99 


Illuminating Tweezers 

A lot of importance is 
placed these days on well- 
kept eyebrows so this pair 
of illuminating tweezers 
should come in very handy. 

They are crafted from 
fine stainless steel with 
perfectly aligned tips so 
you can see every single 
hair and they are LED-lit 
too. 

Turn on the ultra-bright 
light and with the help of 
the magnifying mirror in 
the carry case, you’ll be 
able to achieve beautiful 
brows. 

Ref 42474 

11 cm (4%ins) 

£14.99 




Dalmatian Draught Excluder 

Fancy a loyal pet? This Dalmatian Doorstop will faithfully hold doors open and keep 
draughts out to save on energy bills. Guaranteed to make your home more cosy and a 
favourite with the young ones. Being a very obedient dog, he will ‘lie down’ exactly 
where you’d like him to. Finished in a soft faux suede fabric. 

Ref 42387 84cm (L: 33ins) Price: £22.99 



PRICE 


OfEHIHC TIMES: Hp Way, Tarwlny, WcMacaMny.frMwy ISgihrilay IQnut^Sprn TMmaWay IPai* Swufcry 1Bn»»4pn | 


SUITES & BEDS! 


ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS DELIVERY 






Fabric 8k Leather Corner 
UnttsaKvj^s fci stock 



LARGE 

SWIVEL 

CHAIR 

Unions 

Colours 

€299 


Loot fmnt Ml a* ihfc prtem 


CHMITIAAI Deuweenr 




Faux Leather 
Beds from 

€99 




GLASS AMD 
WOOD TABLE & 
CHAIRS ALWAYS 
AVAILABLE 


HUGE SELECTION OF 
MATTRESSES IN 
STOCK FOR 
IMMEDIATE DEUVERY 


Fern 

orly 

£39 




r.i*d B+tfc vitTi 

jfcttjo £39 o«uih £79 

ri RTRl 


pEL SUITES & BEDS 

Po< tway Road, Oldbury 
West Midlands B69 2BZ 


1 ( 1:01215445155 
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1 



Iht Pdta 3 ittis stfa ki lOfrft red IlCihir 

r, a dwtoe of 10 oatout d no s*n cort 


SAVE 

DOUBLE 

THIS WEEK 


£599 

Vta£W$*Pric**wr 


ouble savings 


Today & this weekyou oan Saw Double 
on a huge choice of the latest designs. 




THIS WEEK 


Tfc* Samuel £ itdirsofa 2 accent curihtomi F 
Ara I dU* fri a diet™ of cd mi c* no wSra art 


J_£399 


VW^J^SdeftkEsStf 


our years FREE credit 

Sale 


on everything In store - It rrtecrs buyktg 
a new win has never been n^nph 





All finance is free at DF5. 

Ever! 


No deposit - g£*lo interest -II 
4 yean free credit with nothing to pay 



for the first year 


on everything In store! 


think sofas, think 


dfs 



Bmringlmn 012 1 772 ^619 C^o HI I MicldlewnyB12 0HU 

Cannock 01 54 5 574797 Linkw^ Retcil Lcmgfoi-cl M,™l WE11 1TD 

Ooitwich 01 905 77 57^7 Rom^i W^ RetSI P^ili, Kicklenvins ter Ro^l WR9 'DAY 


qwnlitg Hairs: hiui t■:■ Frl 0-vn LoSjwn. ^L^vvi to^xn. Sun 11 -'irn t| j n. 

ypnit / ififr Ifevt 


Save Time - Order Direct at wwWddfs.co.uk or call Free on 0800110 6000 24 hours a day 7 days a week 


Tlw Smud 3 wmw ida £303. C*tdw 4 yen Hirortfl** with rwtt+igto f-w hr fwltit w. Mo depart md 33 vqurf mortHy fvtwH* of £11.03 rtrihg IS ramtfc from date d vdK TtW £333. 0% W*R, 

to uupUfiM Heduuu Intowtung*,. ChauW, DNS 7HA Cffi may aMw ce sdend prarnrtfon d aiy-Hfnft. Mrib dwgu nw wh» odftf OSCO110 EC [XL 
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stwxextraTMVEL 



A step tacfc In Umo 

CU>n io n lii'id rich in lYihrri 
l)4CHlty flltl M4GC4tl 'ATti'i c\ 
0'j.Tctiiiw no *'j*-'>.Ttd iriii lx 
niYj^ iw* ii itiw Clt 1 :• I:• «li'■. 

In uktbntoyoirUrMh 
Hawru, ctfiw cftN* 

wancfefflil hdktay vjII hotHh 4 
<A'V h lywtti+jHnj rkidw 
tohy twonljvto htlw luy-okb 
cty or Cfcrrf'K'i.ico, th* oh 
P«r1 of Hi* 3o<t^ onclltw# 
ntilrto In u iHooMtcnt, Ml 
Inokidw r«"Jt dowtolh* 
l»rfadly |y»w«l IGft-wntory 
oty cf Tthktad vti<h, v.tth ITo 
ootonhl mondoro, coJjJ otrwto 
ond Iwrouhvjn oarrl^o, b 4 
(bloto'iotlm* warp hto v.tifcfi 

ye'll 



TjvHw AivIhv hytfr 


■ RrtimlHjIfc'to Havja 

■ £ft il>Jrt? Mi awommaiHlai 

■ Ci ip iit.ilt liJ-fiMnl 

■ Him iri>Jrt? d lididw 

■Tw lllHJlK 

■ ‘jWt'rt> ‘ill*; aiil Trlnklal 

■ 'jVrtto CtnrfliVijo? 

■Tw -jiHsltMir; oTHavan 

■ Sw^4W of a wadi 
ilrfrtrAoiir rcpiroifcflw 

riTn :■>j nrhl^ 

JhD .TH.'.Jri-L.l.'il 


For a lirodiirflplKK? od 0H3E) $1=W:W (Manlivto Frlitr/, 
Jin to 5pn\i or and dnvdra£v #pkv at I\troo.ifc 


TECHNOLOGY 


thechronicle 



Way to join the eBook 
revolution on a budget 



Wake up and 
smell the coffee 


BE your own 
coffee barista 
and give boring 
instant granules 
the elbow. 

It only takes a 
few minutes to 
make a delicious 
coffee to suit your 
tastes using 

ground coffee or 
pods with the 
Judge Espresso 
Maker. 

It comes with 
two handles, one 
for ground coffee 
and the other for 
the widely avail¬ 
able 44mm pods. 

The water container 
detaches, making it easy to fill 
and clean. 

Go for a dark continental- 
style espresso or complete a 
cappuccino or latte with frothy 
milk created with the built-in 
variable frother. 

There are two Italian style 



T HE BookBox from 
View Quest is a 
great budget 
eBook reader for those 
who don’t want to fork out 
for one of the more expen¬ 
sive electronic readers or 
tablets. 

It also doubles as a media 
centre, able to play videos, 
display photos and play music. 

It’s main task, displaying 
eBooks, is handled well. The five 
inch high-resolution backlit 
display with its anti-glare TFT 
screen can be read in bright sun¬ 
shine or darkness with 
adjustable brightness, back¬ 
ground and text colours. 

There are the bookmarking, 
auto flip, zoom and screen rota¬ 
tion features that you would 
expect. The discrete button 
control system is easy to use with 
on-screen guides. 

Video 

All mainstream eBook formats 
are applicable, including Adobe 
DRM eBooks now widely avail¬ 
able to download, and such 
everyday formats as PDF, ePub, 
TXT and HMTL. Graphic novels, 
comics and PDF brochures look 
particularly impressive. 

The video, photo and music 
functions are easy to use with a 
nice crisp video image. All the 
major video formats are catered 
for including avi, wmv, mp4, 
mov, xvid and divx. 


You have to pop on a pair of 
phones for sound and a back¬ 
ground music function allows 
you to listen to tunes whilst 
reading. 

The BookBox has a rubberized 
case which gives it nice hand feel 
and comes with a reasonably 
generous 2GB of internal 
memory (enough for thousands 
of eBooks). 

There is also a slot for a 
SD/SDHC/MMC memory card 
for those who want to take lots of 
videos or a few libraries’ worth of 
entertainment around with 
them. 

Battery life is around six hours 
for reading and 20 hours for lis¬ 
tening to music. 

Content can be added by con¬ 
necting the BookBox via the sup¬ 
plied USB cable to a PC for drag 
and drop, which can also be used 
to charge the device. 

An AC adapter and leather- 
look black carry case are 
included. 

As for the cons, you must press 
a button to rotate the images 
between portrait and landscape 
rather than the view shifting 
automatically, the screen is not 
touch sensitive and there are no 
speakers. But these are func¬ 
tions you would associate with 
far more expensive gadgets than 
the China-made BookBox, which 
is available for under £100. 

HMV have it online at the time 
of writing for £79.99 though it 
will cost more in store. 

Leon Burakowski 


espresso cups included too. 

The recommended retail 
price is £169 but you can find 
this machine widely available 
for under £100 at independent 
cook shops and department 
stores, and online. 

For a list of stockists call 
Judge Cookware on 0117 940 
0000. 


Go on a PSP monster hunt 


MONSTER hunting game 
Invizimals Shadowzone (7) and 
the cute EyePet (3) are now 
available, on their own or 
bundled with a PSP camera for 
fans of the handheld Sony games 
console. 

Plugging the camera into your 
PSP, as well as adding camera 
functionality, turns the machine 


into a monster detector in the 
latest Invizimals game, which 
combines elements of Pokemon 
and The Spiderwick Chronicles. 
Shadowzone adds new monsters 
for the collectors. 

Meanwhile, PS3 hit the 
EyePet is monkey-like virtual 
pet who you can bring to your 
home via the PSP-camera set up. 



Electrical 


BUILT IN 


ELECTRIC 


FROM £40 


WASHING 

MACHINE 

&EOALOFFBI 

WAS £199 

HOW £179 

AbauftriblnSIhir 


HOTPOINT 

WASHER 

WML940P 

tMYAHUA 


3 RANGE 
■ COOKER 
BCH 90 2BB 

* 

\iMtm 

NOW OILY £999!! 


HOTPOINT 
COOKER HUQG2P 

uKmmmt u 
nuiRtiotnctiy 
muiYa.aYJiE 

ONLY £399!! 




■ i. P HIL CO Li— _ - I 'I 




wkm # * 


FREE LOCAL 
SAME DAY 
DELIVERS 


VACUUM 
CLEANERS 
FROM £29 




FRIDGE 
FREEZERS 
FROM £169 


22m LCD 
TV Combi 
JYI.IYari 

£199 


Avtlwkla 

VillrtraiwT 


MICROWAVES 

PH FROM 

£29 


LEATHER 

SETTEES 

FROM 

£149 


HOTPOINT 

WASHER 

WML620P 

SHYAHLMI 

VJftS£S7S 1»*"D 

H0W0M.YE249 


BUSH 42n FULL HD 1080P 

NOW £449 



INDENT 

WASHER 

L® 

b 

IWB6113 

vttsesw 


HOW ONLY £229. 


West i- 


ilectncal 


wuntf.wostmldaiidseloatilodsifiW'storeLOOffi 
VLiwiAr.w*sbiild«idc4l«t1oa1.-CK‘.i r 4y Telephone [ 

0121 506 6108 


genres for ilii stman |iir|»sesonl^ 


Mqjor credit 
cordc- tL+.-Mi 


Fittngs available on al appEancos 
Special oilier iw|iind ■ call us for 

cheapest quotes .. r 

Fro* ncydng on all products £4 U^pBff Hjp ^^WranBSIIITfVRlOTIff OPEN Aba-Sat 9JD0am-G JO pit 


EHISSi 
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All Offers available in both our Stores 

We Wish all our customers A Very Merry Christmas £ A Happy Hew Year 
OHE DAY SPECIAL OFFERS 11th Djy|embjjjfijp- Shop open 9^110.30 pm 

Buffet provided at L ondonderry store Only 


Full]®®® 


Sdfl 


/Teachers), 
& Morgans 
Spicednw 


idl 






fi 


i 






III 


ifloo 1 






[&G LIQUOR 

Londonderry Road, Oldbnry 

0121 552 3270 

r Hationa! L ottery Available at this store 


B&G LIQUOR 

330 Pound Road, Oldbury 

0121 5442719 

[Ltott may mb it both stores • MANY TORE 0 HERS IN BOTH STORES 
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Saturday Night London Theatre 

2 days, departing 19 March/IG April, 14 Maya 11 June 2011, from £139.95pp 

■ A ticket tar n Nrturrfayevening performs ice otThe V/iznirl ot 0 1 

■ Overnight strata 4 =tar nyt°i London hotel ■v'thfull Enri ifli breakfast 

• I rtn: liniL 1 - in I l■ 11JlII:■ ■ .,hof:f>inj| l:-i i l qhI -v:■ l■ iri■:q 

■ krliirmaiK h Irisi-H fuim I Judl;^, 1 .. ?J-i icv/.hur;/, Idl'iinl r W/il\;dl ftiUhk'rrhiiiiirM^ri 

London Theatre Dine & Dance 

2 day*, departing 30 April, 23 May & 25 June 2011 
from£139,95pp 

■ A ticket for s Saturday m?rtinee performance efTtie vVizaid cf Os 
-Overnight stay at a 4 star outer London hotel with d inner & lull English breakfast 

■ 1 .11■: t [dinner cI in 

• I r l : l : liniL-- in I unifon II :■ ■E i p :f :■ i r i; ( o\ i l q h I - v: ■ l ■ i r i ■: q 

■ fietum coach trawBlfram DudletcShr^buiyJdfurd.'uValsill fiVMttihamphin 


For a brochure or for a list of our breaks call (01902} 319999 (Mon to Fri P 9am-5pm) 
or starextra^eNpressandstar.cauk (please include your name and address), 
Kook online at www + starextra + theatre,travel 


Oftsnir 1 * ."J? I,', >\ ■ini? reem supple mo it opplv y.hia-:^a^i abihj 




It’s absolutely 
super, Sonic 


Round-up of the latest Wii games 


SONIC COLOURS (3, SEGA) 

RAINBOW coloured high-speed 
heaven for fans of the blue hedgehog. 
Switching between 3D and classic 2D 
side-strolling style, this turbo-charged 
race through Eggman’s incredible 
interstellar amusement park is one 
heck of a ride. 

You can dash, jump, double jump, spin 
and slide, as you free the ghost-like wisps 
before Eggman can get his greedy hands on 
them. This is a real return to form for the 
blue blur, it’s certainly super Sonic. 

BATMAN: THE BRAVE AND THE BOLD. 
THE VIDEOGAME (12, WARNER BROS) 

The animated version of the Caped Cru¬ 
sader stars, with Robin, in a good old fash¬ 
ioned side-scrolling beat-up-the-bad-guys 


game. The cartoon graphics are right 
for the subject matter as Batman and 
Robin take on a variety of super-vil¬ 
lains with the help of a posse of super 
helpers from the world of DC comics. 

Batman can call on help from The 
Flash, Aquaman and others as he 
battles his way through Gotham City, 
London, Science Island and even an alien 
planet. Various super gadgets can be 
unlocked and the Wii can link up with the 
DS version involving the character Bat- 
Mite. Wham! and kapow! fun. 

SC00BY-D00 AND THE SPOOKY 
SWAMP (7, WARNER BROS) 

Play as Scooby, Shaggy or any of the 
Mystery Inc characters in this undemand¬ 
ing but fun game based on the long-running 
cartoon series. 


Eye-popping candy-coloured graphics as you join Sonic for a wild ride through an inter¬ 
stellar theme park in Sonic Colours 


In this new adventure the gang 
encounter a mysterious swamp girl cooking 
up a brew in her cauldron and, to find out 
what she’s up to, they have to face creepy 
monsters, collect clues and solve puzzles. 
The character voices are spot on, the spooky 
music is excellent and the animation 
decent but it could have done without the 
canned laughter. Co-op mode means 
friends and family can drop into the game 
at any stage to help out. 

MONOPOLY STREETS (3, EA) 

Play on the Classic board or a 3D version 
City version of it, populated by your own 
home-made Miis, as the vintage family 
board game celebrates its 75th birthday 
with a revamp for the Wii. 

You can play the regular Monopoly 
rules or choose one of the variants, or 
even edit the rules to suit your own 
style. There’s no leaping about, you hold 
the Wiimote side-on as a game control 
pad. And if you haven’t played a console 
game version of Monopoly before, it is 
enjoyable to see those familiar tokens 
burst into animated life. 

TRUTH OR LIES (12, THQ) 

This is Truth or Dare without the 
dare. You require a microphone for this 
game and start by giving truthful 
answers and then lies so the machine 
can calibrate your tone and from then on 
judge whether or not you’re telling the 
truth. Nice idea but lie detectors are 
notoriously unreliable and this game is 
no different. It also features an annoy¬ 
ing announcer. Why is a console game 
required at all when this sort of thing is 
often played by friends spinning a 
bottle (usually one they emptied earlier) 
and ends in tears when someone is a 
little too honest. Leon Burakowski 




All Aie&c Cove led 
Timde euquiiie^ 
welcome 


After Gpm 07899944907 

www.m1dlandupvc.co. uk 

H Snvi-cn-i~b POACHES, 

FASCIAS ancI SOFFITS 


THE MIDLANDS PREMIER WINDOW COMPANY. 
WHY SHOP AROUND WHEN YOU CAN HAVE ALL THIS!!! 


Midland 

'Look at- these d 


UR vc 


;ing 
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HOUSES 
4 CASH 


Sell & Rent Back 

by FSA registered 
company 

No Solicitor or 
Agent Fees 

Any Condition/ Area 

Repossessions 

Stopped 

Release Cash for 
any purpose 

QuickSale 


CALL NOWAND SAY 
GOODBYE TO DEBT 
PROBLEMS ■ CALL 

0121 505 2026 / 
07939 132840 

TOUCHSTONE 
LETTINGS LTD 
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Mffjp 

^ UK LEMITED / B*. 1888 

CotmrBtatUj • Wtafawi • t*rn * fenkti • hiotn • 



bj 


l Haiflm • Soh<t 



1 'JVaJcall. 


Stalle d UponA'„an.... 


Cannock. ... ... 

...01643 401 101 

Leamington Sfc;a.. 

. ..01926 /G2 XG 

’jVol'jeifvLminton 

. 019D24C9 49€ 

Telford .. 

01952427 667 

Staffad.. 

...01735013 0v9 

Rufifcy. 

....01783211 019 

:«: i. 

02478960 8(30 

Kdcteinui rater.. 

01662 539 341 

Sandwll & D'jdb> — 

...yy. •-ic 

Birmingliarn..— 

....0121 5BG 7XC 


bttfMrrtf linl fiiivxjdur WMcW/f 
20 year* ajo, f.n tt nrwoviMg 

v/w. have had c c^frf^datdKV and 
, a full WinckiW?ond 

IttNMIlidid r ^n C' 11 f»or 

f fiend? dfid family 

df Cuidry 


r u TKc YAiy ydu end yaur ccri^dHy 
dt&h Witt, ifi t rrentrp 
fhi*K Kdf U-yohd ddiAit rr*r* 
1 tWin fret my V-tC) ii r type fits ofid 
h gi^i me total Sotiffoctiffv 

T /Ar Hemmirigd of C*>*ntry 


aifjyg^ pjaE 

S ^ lW8b ^ 


n~s 



Thank you to you» officer 
Steff ivho co-or directed 
everythin perfectly 

Mr and Mrs 5 immcw$ 
of Wdscll 

2C 


I mil recommended to the 
company !0 yoars ago- and 
recently hod a corse rvator 
fitted/ 

T am aver the mocn tilth the 
quality and service. 

V.iSs Rat of Stafford 



0600 77 76 7«<ni!«A* 

aii i—I ii li l - 


I am delighted iwff h my 
^ ccnssrvator-yard ircdd 
highly recommend y wr firm 

Mid* OiaJ loner of 
Wc tyerhamptan 
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CASH 


Etwthomc cAAivr 


VUIrie Dual Realy RuessaMm Reese E3.Z9M = E7.Z5 Idlo 


buyywjr lunn/CADVJie pa camstiias novjs 

B01USS, iIUPUD IISTMtLV BACMI JlID 0W HWII A MUCH K BAR 
fWnOXiOLB-ICLB II VMntHlBS.4BI£iBU7 


Wh*lc Fi^i oh Lego *f Lnml» G. HI I* 
41ft* FhDoh Lain Lnmlt Oh«p« C2.»«lb< 

VJIdcStaril hrah 9hic»Hc4 Beef_K 

H<irhbcbHi«h 




««.av kii* 

«CA» Kll* 
U4B ■ EUT Klfta 
■ EluDOHIIt 



5?&14<, Jt«d(hU 


HSIit: 



-iMrjr i j.'.FiT ■ sM.vnrr 


limli 1 1 Mflvfewu 
» CceH4 Mvn» CM; .-■" 
it yftp hU n ul MH 


9b F»lt iH'iHi*4* tfWtt*0* 

ikJbvtriWbttwrtA rt» 

■ IB t PWI W Hw* 



l i M =r »i r j 111 L M. ^ ; 

Ft PmIi 3 lfri btf.. 

.ttl5b--tof7 tit 

LoJnUrA Hkc .-.-.-.-.Afl b ■ -fe^O tit 

6iwfc»r*fc Uf»\.*J» b ■ -MA tlo 

&iwb»r«fcUfttHidOtf.AlJ» b --ft.8 ti« 

pyibr&I.SHb 

HOW 


S lb SHORT BACH BACON THICK CUT 
£7.99 utr oaok 

11 b TTUV OF FRESH CHICKEN FILLETS 
£23.00 par troy 

iA,f iA Sl ,C^iiMcaA ,T*Alh»A taA 

MhM t^Vutafen) 


01364 6330 461^4 hr Jisfler phone:) or 01364 353550 


TTi.*« ■4HI1B '/A44CB 

0(jaiiy ttnecc Kbit Otm-1pmT ibs BaihSpm, Ubl AS± SjiHpri^ TliiroAFri 8m-5j30pm 

ITS-O HIGH STREET, QUARRY BANK 


Most CTecit Csrtb t^.ai - 


UlSSa LlratOTSTH GtJC 


Who’s a popular gift 
choice at Christmas 


D octor who 

shows no signs of 
losing its phe¬ 
nomenal appeal. 

Some feared that the 
replacement of the hugely 
popular David Tennant by 
the younger Matt Smith as 
the Timelord might dent the 
Doctor’s appeal. However, 
the enthusiastic Smith has 
energised the role as the 
(official) 11th Doctor and the 
BBCTV sci-fi series that 
started 47 years ago is as 
popular as ever. 

The BBC has lots of spin-off 
merchandise that will be filling 
the stockings of the nation’s 
young Whovians this Christ¬ 
mas. 

BBC Children’s Books is at 
the forefront. Doctor Who: The 
Secrets of the TARDIS 
(£14.99) comes complete with a 
sonic screwdriver, which beams 
a UV light for finding messages 
written in invisible ink. With it, 
young fans can shine a light into 
the database of the Doctor’s 
extraordinary ‘Time And Rela¬ 
tive Dimensions In Space’ 
machine, containing facts and 
stats on 170 alien creatures and 
worlds. 

Doctor Who: The Official 
Annual 2011 (£7.99) will fly off 
the shelves this festive season. 
It puts the emphasis on the most 
recent series, the first full one 
with the 11th Doctor, and con¬ 
tains a new story plus comics, 
puzzles and lots of pictures. 

More on the actor who has 
won British TV’s most coveted 
role can be found in The 
Eleventh Doctor: Matt Smith 
(£6.99). 

Long time fans will enjoy the 
highly detailed Doctor Who 
Companion Compendium 
(£6.99), a treasure trove of the 
time traveller’s trivia, including 
how to spell Doctor in Latin, 


Russian and Dalek. It’s every¬ 
thing you’re going to need to 
know if you ever hitch a lift in 
the TARDIS, including what 
happened to all the previous 
companions. Doctor Who: 
TARDIS Traveller (£8.99) is 
shaped like the famous craft and 
like it (and, indeed, all books) is 
bigger on the inside than out. 

BBC Children’s Books also 
has a series of Decide Your 
Destiny paperbacks (£5.99 
each) in which your choices 
determine the direction of the 
story, enhanced by material 
online at www.doctorwhochil- 
drensbooks.co.uk. Join the 11th 
Doctor and get between giant 
insects and the formidable space 
police in Judoon Monsoon, 
take on werewolves in Empire 
of the Wolf, take on giant crabs 
in Claws of the Macra or face 
the Sycorax in The Coldest 
War. 

Tom Baker 

Meanwhile, the fourth Doctor 
can be heard in a series of new 
linked adventures from 
AudioGO, the new name for 
BBC Audio Books. 

Tom Baker is in fine form in 
the Demon Quest series, new 
adventures featuring the flam¬ 
boyant Doctor along with his 
companions grumpy house¬ 
keeper Mrs Wibbsey and old 
friend Mike Yates. 

Sometimes a little too whimsi¬ 
cal for their own good, Paul 
Magrs’ stories will have more 
appeal for nostalgic Whovians 
than the new generation. 

The individual titles (£9.99) 
are, in order, The Relics of 
Time, The Demon of Paris, A 
Shard of Ice, Starfall and 
Sepulchre. They follow last 
year’s popular Hornets’ Nest 
series. 

The audiobooks are available 
on CD or to download from 
www.bbcaudiozone.com. 

Leon Burakowski 
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mason 

metals 


^BThe Ovality 

Kecyclers 

Buyers of all types of Copper. 
Brass. Alum I nluro. 

Stainless and Cable Scrap 

Ncixc to che Mwrry Mill Centre 
* drop m on rhe- way 1 
Frcr Efficient Drtve Thnough Ser*vtce 
Public welcome 


Mason (Metals) Ltd 

TWO WOODS LANE, 
BKIEKLEY HILL, WEST MIDLANDS DY5 ITA 

Teleph one O I 38-4 798-4 I 


Email infoCttmasonmetali conk 

Also at: VERNON ROAD. BLACKHEATH 
Tel: 0121 559 1930 


Ad^wlewmont 



fVHt/l n i i ^ 

AIR AMHU.ANC1 CHARITY 


A big thank you to all of our customers for their 
generosity in helping to raise over £2,000!! 

Cel end Collect 

Attention • intioducing our 

Doiwoofc Coiteobon Sarv>o« in oonpwicfon vatii 
$a*> >«d Y.a*cl< W**t UkUrdi Pok* 

ifyoii tuns itidoJfiiilng&dornofrie fipioiOM i>iw I - i 

uinw ktlhaai r^pari-fenMil ha Oiecdcat itirtlwIen^aYee 
to ail at hi uppaa tn» ii a deal^ iiuilal oarvqroy inch 
‘1*ojr »a*p itetirta vI ttaei «it« tf*« ra^ctig dirtir, oatwdfy 

Oil wwltl) l|Y tyiv f* 

wornnsre fi>Cw .xi n»» n*vly nit r> iveH OIBEL rggn. if 
■/oil tot* WK« WMWyrl^ jnymprw «liy nr*»tit *ecrri h^pt 




Recycling for all our futures 


Celliog all ovnrftxt/my uNrtirotoaoand Iroooorc • 

Clothing for Caefi RaoyoJbg al Halsoowon klotafe. Momiay-Fri'.iay 


Yee Please 

Clean Clothing 

Towels 

Curtains 

Paired Shies 

Bags 

Bsirs 


No Thank Vtou 

Soiled C bthee 

Racp 

Carpets 

Rugs 

Glass 

Meta) 

PapetfRubbish 


UhdtirnecloiinittiMcectie 'jueacoflidiurfk collecCoii bagi 

Mr io*r kit Mb ton 11 fc*) ♦ Vmma RttitV 

Wh,nn9 1, dl. BfiN- vi:i mmo 

Lto# 9i« to !•++«* ,wr Iiwmai et ftotioto iiett/ to * 

(v.v^n ^ el a li n y d) 
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There is 
nothing I ike 
a dame 


Clary doing a turn again 
with panto virgin Joan 


Joan Collins - debut 


DICK Whittington hits the stage at Birm¬ 
ingham Hippodrome this festive season 
starring Joan Collins - in her panto debut - 
and Julian Clary, who began his comedy 
career under the name ‘The Joan Collins 
Fan Club’. 

Also appearing in the star-studded show 
will be Walsall-born Hi-De-Hi star Jeffrey 
Holland as the Dame, and actor Nigel 
Havers (as King Rat) who recently quit the 
jungle by storming off TV show I’m A 
Celebrity... Get Me Out Of Here! 

Top of the bill will be glamorous former 
Dynasty star Joan Collins, who will be the 
wicked Queen Rat. Keith Harris and Orville 
the Duck play the rat catchers. 

Julian Clary, who will be returning to the 
Hippodrome to play The Spirit of the Bells, 
said: “This is probably the biggest and most 
lavish pantomime I have ever been involved 
in.” 

Dick Whittington opens on Saturday, 
December 18, and runs until January 30. 


The Pulse is taking a Christmas break but will be back in the New Year 


3D magic comes to Wolverhampton this festive 
season when an animated genie will be among the 
stars of the Grand’s pantomime, Aladdin, alongside 
top panto dame Christopher Biggins. 
Rocks, spiders and a head-spinning genie come 
flying towards the audience in hi-tech special 
effects in the show from panto production house 
Qdos, which will be staged at the Grand from Sat¬ 
urday, December 11, to January 30. 
Former ‘King of the Jungle’ Biggins and hip 
comedy ventriloquist Paul Zerdin will ensure 
I ‘ lots of chuckles during the city’s big Christ¬ 
mas show but the biggest wow factor will 
ML come when audiences put on the special 
J*JL glasses issued by the usherettes. 

“It’s going to be a spectacular pan¬ 
tomime,” says Biggins. 
See interview with Christopher Biggins 


YOUR EIGHT-PAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
GUIDE AND WEEK’S 
TV VIEWING 


on page 30 





0121505 5650 0121505 

WK«i.buffe(-o;(irt6»,coin 


W 



1 Barn-jE i. Fw-oafl r.q * Gardes £. 1 rw-rr:? 

W-oa-dfrig® ft Partes-Styqi' BiA'K-'J'cr'i * Tcb r- Co r 

+ U~ * h ,l QGutJ? hre ■ z b*i:r;: ■ Crd Cov-rs ► 

flnnpcirntei Eunntu FiN"i hi -I: i il- ’ Syrr 0 |+t ■\\y * = in i , : li::rj; 

► Ghartyburls ■ Krre 6 I-^Lve Lnn= r s > Av.ieiro Ltfy ruflc:- 


10% off on orders over £30 

mention this advert t a get discount 


!1 3&7G761 i z_‘"i"i=dF- lnh>Fd&fcdraUDnirtu.cGm 

Vfe'o www.deMraflcnsJLLeom 

r. ■ -<cal ore?.; uai L 1 : rr-ngh=: i'i U4i= i N 


Pary fillup - 'A'bsdingij ^ f'ri ih^r; ■ Corfjorak; ==v^nfs 


We at Decorailons4LI understand that you want to 
promote! the riglll image at your event and con 
provide the decorative effect you require. 

Pprly'Shnp; .:va j F:J =: liv; i:. ■ I-. Ih.riHr:: - Pt7J-iW P-^rap 



[In, 1 RlaiMHal. Kiiiys Scpaie, 
WestEiionnfAidi - Open Monday t 
Satmday Liitil Christinas (including 
Christmas Eve) and Suidays 121i 
and 19tli December 

lV*d Brtnvjlth High Stnrt 

F.larfirt - Qjen Monday to Satmday 
fliiclndiiig Christmas Eve) aid 
Sundays 12tli aid19ti December 

UMucftnnrMartrt, U>l*> Stnrt 

-Tuesdays (Brie a Bias). 
Fiidays/Satmdays (Geneiti Goods) 
(Including Christmas Eve) 

OHbnn; Matirt, 

Adjacent Sans bmys- 
Tnesdqysaid Fridas 
(Including Christmas Eve) 




w 


Market 


ng 


201 


O 


(lnrt Bridge Marini, 

To'aii OentieCarPaik- 
Wecliiesdcrys aid Satmdays 

Hpiti Marini, adjacent Co-op - 
Tuesdays only 


'Estia tiadingdays snbjectto 
traders demaid 


All Maitflets aie dosed on 2Gth aid 
2etJi. 27tii. 2Gtli December aid 
1st, 2nd tiSrd Jamaiy 2011. 

Fordeta Is of opening limes, 
contact tiie Maikets Maiayer 
oil 0121 GG3 3074 

Tat dess Stafi would like to wish 

all customss a Happy Chslsttnas 
aiuf a p/Qsp&tQus n&w Yeas! 
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SMETHWICK 


Gyms, Fitness Classes, 
Weights, Sauna Steam.. 

Inductions or Gym Tours available. 


Pay as you go or 
Memberships from 
less than £1 per Day 


Smethwick 
Swimming Centre 

Thimblemill Rd, B67 5QT 


Hadley Stadium 

Wilson Road, B66 4ND 


Harry Mitchell 


Broomfield, B67 7DH 


For more 
information visit 

www.slt-leisure.co.uk 


0845 659 4815 £ Sandwel 

Mrti mnfrm kirtvugts DmikA 


Rm ' u lfwJ ClkUsiy [Enfjavd ft Vtahn - 
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THIS CHRISTMAS 


Off Crane hilt? 
Liukvrtty ra.indabout. 
West Brorwricli 
Tel 0121 55G 0324 

virvwsleinikcon 


PAVERS Shoes 


NlkaFactoryStore 


DOMO 


west bromwich 


'educles NatCI&Tdxeon WecfcTestkiy "Bli Decamlsr 
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Cock. (R) U ji-'i'o Gwiko Gwidxi 
iF(i ltt Sir'i'jd of die Frtect 
m Fr*ec|>ato on 4. T*5/'Wcrld 
E^Ecy Senec-. *#T 4: HoHycokc 
tUV T4: Friencb. iFi) tUWT4; 
Frieixt. iPi) ttttT4: Udw Betty 
ltt T4: Hie Si-qjtonc-. (Fi) i.11; 
T4: Tie Sniiconc. flFi) 4.Ut Fim 
Vtlonno. (1007) Hiriler, ctwiTiiy 
"bmny Lee Jonec. t.Ut Ded or 
hb Ded. Utt Fim Elf 
Fwitwicy oomedy wdiWI F*fT*ll. 

Wt Gkruiwl 11k.v*. 

3m )4i nyblA. A meml»r 
of die ixildbofienc-tlieir 
qjiiibn on wiiinvil 
mltc. 

(Jit C*bMtp C*uw Hit 
.iH Ik OkiaHM 
S^eekL Food wiixl 
iJiinn olxilenije, '.vtii 
former EwictEixbrc 

w>**cc- Hwinvii 

Ww-ternvn, inucio 
iniirecwirio Dtrtid Gect, 
TVywidener OwTimid 
rifjin wixl Loot* 

Women pwiielict 
Slien-i* hb-Aioon. P) 
f Jtt .i*U p' Hiuni Htrrti 

Lo^kii r*tirnc-t> libokl 
llw-tin Loixbi\ ■.Alter* lie 
Iwoomec- iiTjd'jed '.Aitii 

wii wiitiffwiccict 
or^nicwition - onb b 
dewier licne'.vfrbixb 
Ivi'i* ciiiiler |dwiiCw Lnct 
indie ceriec. 

tUrf D* l u i r nt Ibnit.tiit*. 

Pw-xiPc |dwii for WcbrLi 
Lin* b re'jeoibd 
lUU fdnltf • Ot*. Wrtii 
J wick. Otlwir lie, Uri 
•Seller, Tm MncJin wii-:l 
Hol^Wwitli. (R) 

ttty Tie Fieol hbttevj'iec of 
Mew -Jerc-ey 11^ Anercoin 
Foodxil U'je. Dw-Jwio CovJxyc 'j- 
F1iLxlel|:liLi Ej>:|ec fiick--^f 
120win). Utf Frecq>:rto on 4. 
iFm UtUGrLKbe M-toli (F^ U4 V 
txittbvjii fi) 


tjtt r.Hkc-Ivkel: Fer^o 

FiOwTydi* Rwioiij Chr. 

FHi wixl die Fbvjert*:-. 

Rremnn Sin. P) t.tt 
Ecot. (R) t.Lt Mic-c 
SiiiTj! Fw-tdi Frieixt. 

Mo Mio. (R) »y-Tie 

fi) Stt Fbofttrb wixl Cl ctord 
Toe. (R) Ttt htnry wixl Ht 
Eiclef FlI of Dinocw-irc. (F(i 3f« 
P.Vi;* Ww-Tj! for hIkly: (Fi) 3 m 
P ilct Slieeixbj Tdec iri) M# 
Litti* R-inoecc. (R(i ul Tie 
A:hj*nfi.rec of BotJeTqi Ell wixl 
Ho Elect Frieixl Corky Jfi) titt 
FwiiiM (F) UrfC-w-cd* FwTin iFi) 
Mt Of jatl (Fiji fl.tuTw Mr P.T*ii 
Slim fi) -Prft G*'0«(* Siiikc 
fi) *^t Svkel: C r wily tUV 
Tate Jwiokcoii VR tltt Yoir 
Si>:rt (F(i tUU Street fil-iket 
uiefc fS) 11 m FIiit Cote A 
Diyc (2O01) Comecb ctiriixi 
Jef GdcldLin. Ut Rln:Blc=wioI 

(SCO]:) Fwl'ilPj! (kwimi ct JTT i I > J 

Eireixfwi SedTrJA *at Fim Slow 
Wife (20O1) Fwirytoi* fwitwicy 
otw-irixi Krictin Kreik. UtU-Fr/e 
hbwe WUt Fim Fore* 10 from 
hkr/wTon*. (1073) Seootxl World 
WwT widreiiir* c*<|Lte|, ctwTriry 
HwTricon ForcL 

I'j* FUI:H» Cl*. ( 2001 ) 
FLb.rictio iivirtLil wTtc 
wKlreitiir*, ctwTiiixj 
CwtLi ‘Aiyiio wixl 
■Jwioon Stwidxim 
Ut FUCDfep Drutky. 
(1037) FbmiTtiodrwinw-; 

'.Aidi F i witrick. S.YwTjE* 

wiixl Jenifer 'Srey 
tuv PUl: f**i* n*-M L. 

(1307) Romiitio 
oomedy ctwiiTii^ 
Mw-tdw.v Perry wiixl 
Sihiiwi Kiyek 

lit SnieiCwiciiia »Jtt 
HoLc-eEicterc. fi) t.sw Rflii 
G*wi. iFi) t.Jt Voir Stiort fi) 
Wtt Hwivib- Helidie. fi) Wtt 

Hi* Pilliu-lvi;*! Si:w. fi) WJ-V 
Ticnxic A Frieixb ip) WtW 
Fkxrytiie Polity Cwi. (Fi) 


rm 

S.CTjI-w Kl* Cut i|.jk ilorauUon 3k*etTie 
EAj ■» tfSTIi* Vjnflre CUrt«- tott Tj,4:r 
SVJltT» HoiOfk tiDtTl* Mtj FJCtr tt55 
The Only '.Vay t E«*3cTbblyVj]a=fll*l ILK 
ICeny Kj&u —Tli* H*>iaijfter 

nv* 

SJSliicprtnr'jywcIbM £5t. J <jliij QiridWt 
hUph 1st , j h|Uu Cliricttot Potot tLtt 
:=: h i ; 4 *-H j i h I * • I tLttFliiiTie Houc-* of lie 
Splrbc (13J4) 


Ltt Fin: Til* LxtSllll£*t(1»1) US Fllil 
Ti* KLii i Rorn Ut* . J liin•=• (S.C Fliii 
E:li*c- Brotierc SOOO (13J$) ttt Flux J**: 
Ti* Revetijj* (fl«T) Tidier oe• pieI, c-tirrtij 
hUduel Qilie. ttJt Flux hll-l hlJK null 
AcMcu j-l'.yribre, Urdi^ Kiel C*lohl t1S5 

fi hi ij«-(aiiB|i 

BBOIM 

Orel Klode hllctjhec ttt aierbl; * j t 
Gj'.Ii r. StJcey:Tlte OiitihecttJttHovAtbt 
to LP# brir Lift iti't Fj.iIii Cm/ tLtt 
.Aiiiertcsii Ed-II 

BKPOUII 

WTliie toRemeirter Z't hlal-edi ittt 
Flux Li FJIIfc j Fllel (SWC) tliiSGone C1o*j 
Cuidikj -TteJt-nret- of Bi^k-li Fo* Djio* 


i. CFlnxTie IjIji Job (HO^Cilin* Urller 
reiruhe, ctrrlijKlJrti 'A’dllberii. 5tt Frlen*t- 
tr *tGlee ltt Lr* Uuexpelel SSFrlen-t 
*.tt Fin: RnHatdoForr (COM) SbHIoant- 
book j-h-eidire, tturti^ loai GnfTlkM. tltt 
RihftTite 

FUlt 

j. cnie E1 : jTreec (tt-2) SttTie En-I ji-I 

Hie Bejnini (W-E)Drjinj, vJUiKkk D>i^x 
Jill Ljiu Himer. IS Bto* luil.|lt (»«1) 
Oane>^,i jifreiilire, l-LxtIiij KLirtti Lmrenoe. 
tott El die: Till ft,i , j hH>i dirtier ce-piel, 

itonlikj Silpet- tltt hlxk (1*^) 

FjHuc-e'Hrjiru, l-Lvt hi;| Clier. 




V 9 CW 88 ® 

FANTASTIC DECEMBER OFFERS STARTIHO FROM 3RD DECEMBER - 31ST DECEMBER 

Opwilny 10 am ■ 10 pm MwidaySunday 

OFFER OF THE 
MONTH 

Glsns LTR Or 


High Com mis ion LTR BTL 


SPIRITS 


Barcerdl..70d BTLC10.ee Teacliers LTR BTL.£13.BS 

Barcarll UR BTT.C13.ee GlaisVfcidlcci.70clBTL£B.» 

smrmoff.70cI BTI care Bailsj® 70cI BTL.».» 

Smirnoff LTR BTL.Cl3ee Cdfinisbner. ,.70cl BTLCT.ee. 

Teachers.70cI BTL Caee Jack Daniels 70cl BTL.C15.ee 



Sugar 69 p 
2 Llr Mlk 2Fo. £1.00 
Brtad 2 f« Cl .00 




Draught Guhnon 440ml 
Original GiJnrress 500m 1 
Banka's CWg^Btter 5 COtJ 
Scruirpy Jadt 5COrJ 
Slrcngbov/ Sufzet SQOinl 
K Cido' SOQttI 
Strcn^ow 500 tI 


4 Cam £3.99 

4 Cans E3.59 

4 Cans £3.29 

5 Cana £7.00 

3 Cans £0.50 

8 Cans £6.00 

24 Pack.. 
24 Pack.. 

_E20J0D 

_S18J90 

24 Radts 

,E17.4G 

4 Cans £3.29 

8 Cans £6.00 

24 Padt . 

£17.49 

4 Cans £3.59 

8 Cans £6.50 

24 Ptak . 

ei7.ee 

4 Cans £3.59 

8 Cans £6.50 

24 Padt. 

E1S.99 

4 Cans £2.99 

8 Cans £5.50 

24 P^dt. 

£15.99 



Kionwiboigv 1664 
Holstm Pills 
Carl ihw g Expor t SOOml 
4C«t 8 Cant CS-SO 

24 Pack £1 Sl99 



Blossom Hill Red/White 

E&J Gallio White ZmfarideF 

£3.99 Each 

White Grenache 

Echo Falls Red/White 

Blossom Hill White Zinfandel 

£3.99 Each 

Echo Falls Rose 

Or Any 3 BTLS 

Mix and Match Any 3 BTLS 

For £8.99 

£9.99 

Ifalhin Winos two BTLS FOR £5 

.All iTisjor Debitsrncl CreditGsircIsAcceisted/Top Up Ay3ild3ie 



47 Stafford Road, Wednesbury WS10 8TY Tel: 0121 526 7367 
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Monday 


Wedteoday 


Tb 



Friday 


142* ET44.-1tt.-Kt 8.15 Off ETtlll 
jH HuiHl- Under dw Hniiix; 
r; Eec movjc wxdix. iw rxi 
R eceiiec 11*570 Enver Mott Ely; EECMev.c; 
'AxdWf. H15EUT(Klll Hilt (R} It* EEC MOVJC; 
Wxdwr. U4 Rsjoivil Mevjq Wxdix. It5 
Doctxc. 115Eccn>*totlw CoLitry R} 424 EEC 
Mevjq Wxdwr; Retail Movjc. 425CEEC. 5.E 
'Ax*ect LI*. 42* EEC nw.t; Wxdix. U4 
Ro-JoiyI Movjc FTOxniYiYWc; 'Axdwf. 7*4 nw 
QwSiova 14*1 ndde QitEEC Mevjq Rojenvl 
T-hevjc 42* EndEixfcrc 42* Eu*.y R In Ht 
Motiwr bWxdc- PiUor lIYVI tuHAoaioed HuH 
EEC Movjc, 1*J5 Fk.JlIV 1 riwq'^Hwr. IMS 
A Cliadlai of SiMft 11*5 ==q:■ erti:- Pxcxvltyof 
dw me CoHtxxfcrc 11*5 nw ardv-iYi 

r trt.ni s-ievj .;f;. wx-d-BfievA it.** sin lonec 
nw AppceHTtfce. i|F} 1** A. Life vjtdicirtWifk. (R} 
1.** Hi* Story of Sol4i 104 - Povwr, Froof Jixl 
RntcJxi R} 4 .** EEC Movjc. 

3 4.** CEeeNec. 9* CEEC. M4 
CEeePhec. H4* .“JliiJl RtK. (R} 
It** Di-iy FdttfcC, It4* GMT VJtdl GeOhJO 
Alik J LI 1 1 ** Dlw Soldi {R} 1*5 RIyi £ 010vjdi 
CLikln 'AI*I«yvh R} lISRxxy Stxxy Cook. 
R} 424 Mr: I or, Sw Wote. R} 4_*5Ro(]ld Tbn 
of Ui4 E4 l± +. 4* Foltix-c Rf £15 1114 hilly 
Eftxc'Cook Of. 4.** CefcPfHy EuJix»:lo 4.4* 
Strlotty Cocne Dundnu - ltn*ec Tjo. It* nit 
World FjMctilt Rood Doobr. *Jt* Ui*rxdty 
ClvUonjo. 4.4 * M-lUcLt ft.44 In Hdopb Aye of 
dw Do-Go o< here. Hut* tfruw Old Moil (R} 
Hu4* Mevjcnkjl-t 'A'XTtiwr. 112* Amxfcun 
DTOlTiI R} H£* EEC MOVJC, 4.** CfcCO. 

K3VTV424 Du-Tj-Lrx*. 4.44 L-hTlIiw. 825nw 
HU B J 4T4 H iTj-' I ■; > 14 SI KVA H.44 TlltMonlltJ. 
It4* LOOG4 Wihywii 144 I TV Mevjq 'Abi-dwr. 
155 Redxil T-hevjq WendIX. 1*4 Hcice Git 
4.** a.JiliKOirt Rxl D4 l 1 <R} 4u38 Retfoivl 
■jY xdwr. *j*4 MnfcXYBr Muelxe. P) 54 * TIb 
.“I n 11 ntoliiVTdi Swva 4.** Re-jockl Movjc; 
'Axtlwr. 4.44 ITV Mevjc; 'AbJdwr. 7t* 
EiYiYi4fdbl4. 14* Ooron^don Street 4.*4 
Coli1t>vjIc4 Ktolwn 424 Cx a vd on Street tut* 
nw SuTYoy H.*4 ITV Fhevjc L-fftii 'Abjnior. Hut* 
ReJOHVl P-hevjc; Wxdix. HutSFfiYi "itii-KJ AcLiyi 
(£ 003} FrxYlere. Fxfc-:l (Ijiyvt ttirrl-Kj Evjun 
MoGieux. 1115 nw lone; ITV Move HooKltiot. 
115 LEF, 11 . CIVIT1 :■ fcHK- L40U.I4 'Afeotiy 155 Tlw 

Jofoiw IW* SIlOYJL (R} *.**Ttv r- -- -- 

ITVMonliiu Nwjt, 


IT Myit00f44ll 5 


Chcmntl 4 


P.llhtlvliol *.l 


■4.H S.1I P.L1L .R;. 4.C n-14 
■n*nd4 Rk.|: 44. (F} 4.4* 
FtiirtCooh. fl=i} 4.5* YO Ct1>lKiQ L lJl>Ji fl=i} It 
Roclly Sc|l» 4»<L 7*4 E'iorylKXly Lovr-x. 

Fl.tj -1 'i>:h >:L (R} ttsavui-JIfe t>.** OtoIToo HI. 
4.55 Filondt. -R} HJ:5Frl4ixt, .R} H.55GI44. 
■p} tt*4 CI in 114 1 * Newt Siiiiiinry 11*5 
Cl toh 4:1 x- of rL-niLi Tlw J4 of 1 b Dutvjii 
T soder: TH Mcnil4 Spedd. -p} Ht* Irom awf 
U^. ItSRIn: Hit of HoimJ 1JH€J Fniljy (I-ciyli. 
vjHIi Edmntl Gvjoiii 4ul5 Coutclovjii *.H Dod 
orMoDeoiL 5**C04Yi4Dli4 vjHi Mo. 5.4* Fill li 
n E4<L 4 .** TIb Si-axoHK, 4.4* HolyxHc, 1** 
aviliiel + r-feYJt, 755*mciMt4i t.** H4ct0Hit- 
Clirltbivit Fonct .;F} 4 j** F;Pj« Cotijo 
ClTtbivu, *.*• .“Jtii CuTr: Clvtty Mu 11*5 
F44 |;. SIiovjl (F} It** Tli4 Siyiicoiio. H* 
P.l Lfc' Oil * RTiOlirttec ill 'll 4t El L ■ 111*4 FhhiIw 
Lmj .14 Fohor. 1*4 RIyi: OiLlty By Cl:+:l ohi 
( 1001} Drjiivi, ctiTlij FKlJort Do Hro.. tulSKlij 
of 11» HI. *.H EroHwit S. S1 l± 4 Tu (R} *. 55ER (R} 
£**01141144 HI. 


BDK: 1 ! 

* .* 5 m lJ vi Ci I ■: Lx: L (F} 1L*5Fhi4riwjt, 115* 
CSI: MY P} H*5CS: r-tt (R} 1* SriofcillKiit. 
115 Hchyi 4 jivI rt'.'jry 15* Your Si»rt ±l55Meo1t 
li MoiYHilt. 'p;> t.*5 RIyi: fi, ClTlttaYVit Vldtor. 
(ZOO£;■ Ctji iiji, Ltrrliij F;4 j»lkii Fnctorivl-;. £*• 
R* Ttevjq 'iVxTtlior. £44 rk+JilKiro-. R;} 4.*4 
HCHY14 Jivl fv/ty P} 4_i5 LPj'4 froi n StlKlO Rj4 . 
1*4 R‘J4 ri4VJt ct T144 Hovj Do nwy Do Itl- R'j4 
MevjtUixL-14. 4.** nw 0LldUStSl0Vj;FPi4ri4VJt 
it 0. 4J*4 EA-4IY14 Rdllu VJtOl FKlKOHl Cf«Hl 
*.** FIiyi Sinkten liYi|VKt (1083 } CtIy» flillor 
<*4*d I yy jivI ctFrim Clit Extof&xl 
1115 ni4 »kr of Sti^d CrliYilvifc, 1155 
OiBr&vlB *.** TI 14 FBI Fix R} *.* 5 Hollo 
□ootci. R} £H MolVHlJib 'jvikl Clvltem)*. R} 


|4 j *4 ETXitttt 4.15 Rip Off Ertlii 
::_Ij Hoiywc Uivfcf -H-io HJiYiYwr; 
R} EEC Mwjq '.iVxtlior. It** Rxl Rxaiot 
1L*51bBiy Of Motto Eirj-l EECMovJCi '.I'h'XtllW. 
HISEuT.jJln Hilt R} 14* EEC Mwjq Wxtjwf. 
14* Rojfcivil Mwjq '.I'h'XTtllX l*5D0-±0fL. 115 
Eooouoto 1114 Coiilry R} tut* EEC Ph'.t; 
WortHor; FioJohvI Movjc, t.*5 CEEC 5.15 
'.iVxlixt U*. R} 4.** EEC Mw.t; Wxdix. 4.4* 
Rojoivl Movjc- R-o^fJiYiiYiOG; '.iVxtjix. 1»* nio 
Olio SIiovjl It* EJidEiidofio; EEC Mwjq F»Joivl 
Molml, 4.** Hell yy City 44 * CiUyhvvIoIi Hu** 
EEC MWJCv Hul5 Rojoivl MWJCC'rtbdlWf. *15 
CrlYiwvtoli Li|vL-t4. Hu*5 Invijhni. 1145 FIiyi 
mo'l^ldll-BCC (£003} R4IY14I4. COlYlXly d-lYiq, 
ctirlij Bail Kliijiloy , .iVxdief , Jx , .i. 115 S*jn 
So no: Soo Hxi. (R} 1*5 nio Etj SHanoa. (R} 
1*5nw Bfcilo Vi R}t.-EEECM ovjc, 

] 4.** CBoalYlec. 1*4 CEEC tut* 
CEooldoo 1L44 i“Jil , iVil Fcwh. (R} 
Ht* Duly ftllttoc H4 * ChP.TT wttn Gxf.jo 
.“Jl-vjLtIi 1*4 Dlb Soldi (Fi 1*5 Cjw Booty 
llSRojuty Sfcnc ty Cook. (R} 4 .** Ml Kief, : 
■IVtoto R} t.»5 Ro-J HI Tin of tlw Boot *Jt* 
Fo**aco R} £15 nw htlry ElhafC CooH Of. 
4.** Calaljfly E(kJwokIc, 4.4* Strldly Cciyio 
DjivIiij - tt Tihao TVj* It* Cxvt (R} 4.** 
Daooda of dcoo^iory 4.** FoiYiiwIt LTo jiid 
DaoiUi li l 1 RoiYvnllovjii Hut* MI-JixLi^ra Hut* 
Mwjaiyt ‘.'VxTtjiaf. tit* nio ‘>Vof1<t Fdflctiit 
Rood Dootor. R} HI* EECMwjc, 4.1501x4 

R3f^Vfij*4 CuTj-1:fx1:. 4.4* Lofr^liw 4j£5nio 
UU1 Jwn w g >:-,■! 1*.44 nioMonlixi 

114 * Looc 4 ‘.'Voiiwii 144 ITV Movjc; Wsodwr. 
155 Fwjfcivl Movjh '.iVxdwr. !** Hollo QIL 
tut* ddiliwoi-fc Rad Deol. R} 154 Rajcivl 
'.iVxdiaf. *jt* P.1:toH iWf Mrdaic, R} £** nio 
ntoliiVTdi Swvjl 4.** Rertavil Movjc; 
■iVxTtlwr. 4.4* ITV Nw.c; 'iVxtlwr. 7 ** 
EiyiywivLIo. 134 LNiij In Fxr: T:i1.Jt. *44 A 
TllUll of Froct R} Hut* mr MOL'.iL- .-It Toil 
'.iVxdiaf. H.44 Fwjoivl Mx.l-; '.I'h'xdwf. Hut 5 
mo W.t I Cl i Doiit So* Ht5 mo Son a; ITV 
Mavjo HxkIIiwo. 12:5 nw Rodffoid Fix. (R} 
42* nw JoraiYiylWo SIwvjl (R} *.E ITV 
rijtizoroon £t* rrv Monii-Kj mbvjc, 

142 5 Ftiwt Cook. (R} 1* 5 
fYb CnlJlvi QdMVI. (R} 715 
Radiy Sc|uoo»cL 1*4 E 'wrj-1 Lchjx- 

FiTThl-|>IH >: I. R} 1* 5 3l YV 1 1 1 JI o. tuttQiwnoo HIL 
4.55 FHaivb. R} Hut* Rloivfc, R} 11*4 Gloo. 
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SiMdkilt H*4 P.lLk on + nw CillJi 1*5 
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14* EHOllWKlL 42* I'iCnV E^lllJ '.iVoohry 
4.5* 'IVoild SMft R} *.15Surj+jJl of 11w Rtxt 
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Mlkdvkal 4.15 

■nw WKjit suit. 
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Mevjq '.iVxdwr. £4* Nol.J1>:ir^ R} 4.** hfciYio 
end rt'.icry R} 425U'joTroni SHkIo FPjo. it* Fhio 
Movie 2 7 14* Stroot M.Thot Cliefo TVjo 
M ciiYixdidlro dioft|y«tioo lYiaoltLLlny'JVoldi 
LtiIv R'jo Movjc L|vLto. tut* Son Ftrcl UK. A 
rook oIiyIwt t drni>:la-:lcn nofffTnoo.Ln2 hiUio 
corloc; R'jo Mbvjo 2 8 4ut* CSI: MjiyiL A «r 
ImiyIj kit- cn 2tonwy vjIio vxit VBfMnj vjftli 
Mku H.t* CSI: MY MnocndSblnlrnok n exit 
kllor to n MilvtLii niLXiii; R} FPjo Movjc 
U|>:I 2 o. 11 ** CS: CiIiyw Sooiw liTiodKKdoii 
C-dwiliwb T2Jwr le- clL poctod 2 lYirder. (R} 
Ht* Tl»CS.(R} H. 55SHWTC-KHO *Jt*niO 
FBI Floe. R} *.*5 Henco Coder. R} 5.H 
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Chcmn*l 4 


Channel Flv* 


l=i=I«WSi 


14.4 * EtxITxI 4.15 Rp Cff Erttn 
I Hut* Hmix Uivlartlw H jiyiywt: (F& 
EEC Molmc; 'iVxdwr. Ht* Rxl Raconac. H*5 
■& Eiyx Motto Ei^EEC MovJCCJVedliar. e.E 
Eu-ivyln HLit (R} 1 ** EEC Movjc; '^lUbt. 144 
RoJonjI Movjq '.iVxrtliof. 1*5 Dootorc 115 
Eexiw to Iw Cxiitry R} tut* EEC Mx'-t; 
■iVxdwn Rojoivl M8VJC, 4.* 5 CEEC. £15 
'.iVxIoet Lit. 4.** EEC Mevjq '.iVxdvr. 4.4* 
Rojoivl Movjc Roij-lTiIiix-; '.iVxdiar. 7*4 nw 
□ lO SIX'.'. 134 Did 1848 EEC Nw.t; FiOjCHVl 
Mbvjc. tJt* JiYiYyb Food Riotory 4.44 nyal 
Sttofb SiyijIo SnjMwro. 4.4* nw .“^froiHo. 
Hut* EEC Movjc. 1*25 Rojdvl Mbvjc; ? Ab2ier. 
H.45 mo rtdoivl Lottery 'IVxIiacdey MKJit 
Drnvjc Hu* 5 FIiyi £810 vjftli ClLinln'»1i*leiYieit 
rtdoivl Lotory Up<tto. H25 RIiyi 'Alien n Mn 
L'OjX- n 'AchyIlH ( 18SM} DrjiYVt etirlnj .“jvhy 
Cnroti eivl P.loj Frynn; , jVxdwr , j1ai , .i. 144 Stji 
Saw: Cxi try TTnoke. (F} 125 Retirn 2 tlw 
RJInoc A Lnct ClvnootoSoo Eiwitl. R} 425 A 
Uo v.Kr.it '.iVcrt-;. R} *25 EEC Mwjc, 

1 4.** CEooHoC. 7** CEEC. 424 
C£od:lx, 1144 D2ty Fc«co. 14 * 
SooHxt. 144 Cuir Eecty (RJ 115Ren<]y Sfcncty 
Cook. R} tut* P.lihilar, SwVhTrto. (R} £*5Flo(j 
Itl Tin 2 tlw Bod. *24 FditJxc, R} 5.C nw 
htlry BHorCCook OT. 4.** Cololxtty EdJwndo, 
42* Strfcdy Coiyw Dendiij - It T2»e- TVjol It* 
Eeohi:o b ilw Cci 1 1r>: (F} 3ut* EdvjUTdn Rtiyl 
ft** rtidoit 'Aoildc. Hut* nw .“jiiifanttio: 'Yciiho 
Rrxl H.44 MevjalJt 'Aontlier. 1124 At hfciYW 
vjffli-Uw Cioir.Jenc (F} H2 * EEC Mwjl, *25 
Cloco 

I b hT£ ■ 4.*4 Cunl:rx*:. 42* Lcrrdiw. 42 snw 
UUIj»I 4IW IW* SI-OVA H.44 nicMonliid. 
H24 Looco '.I'Onieii 12* ITV Movjq 'Ab.-dief. 
155 Rojoivl Plflvjc; '.iVxdier. i.t* hfciLO Git 
tut* Odincoiib Rod Dxl. (R} 4.54 Rojxvl 
'.iVxdier. *2* MdooiYier P.lrdore. (F} 54* nw 
.“in ntdinvTdi Sliii'.i. 4.4* Redoivl Movjc; 
■jVxdix. 42* ITV Mov.c-; '.lYxdix it* 
EiYiYierttH. 13* nwLnkoc. R} t.t* TiilIi ot 
Froct R} H.44 ITV Movjc- 2 Tbit '.'Yxdwr. Hut* 
Fwjcnnl Movjq '.'Yxdix. H25 RIyi: Fdllij 
Dovjii ( 1888} Urlvin tlTlIar, etrrlnj Mdinel 
Dcnjnc. C.** nw Seiw; ITV Movjc HxkIIwc. 
1*4 FIiyi Eii:I of Dune, (1880} Srxivtird 
noUcn dTlIer, etirlij i^nokl SdivjuTDeiwduef. 
*.** ITi.i' ri.Jtexoon £t* I TV P.l cm I >j Mevjc, 

I Sdl MIL R} 4.45 nw 
■tx-kIo People. (R} 4.15 
PL-112 Cook (R} t.*fYb Gd^viG2olvi R} H5 
Rodty Scp.ioecxl. 145 E'YorjIocLy Lchjx- 
Fl.tj -1 "i>:hi:L R} t.t* rtooordny to Jin. R} 42* 
Rnd«. (R} 4.** Qw Too HI. tu55 Fileivt. (R} 
H2*Rl0lldGv(R} 11*4 Gloo. (R} Ht* Clviiiwl 
*MovjcSiiYiiYV¥y ttt5 FJ'jX Ootiuo Bttec (R} 
H2* Iren Clwf UK. 12 * FIiyi nw Lc--jo Elhj. 
( 1838} Dlawy cci ne-Ty ctnliu Dienn Jonec 425 
Ocil-fcloVJll *.H Dxl or Mo Dxl. £*• COIYW 

Dkw vjdi Mo. £4* Ron li n Bed. 42* nw 
S4-q:-ecne. 4.4* Hclyicihc. it* Clvnnel 4 - Movjc, 
155 ‘HUcndlti tut* mo Mllcn Pciivl Drcn 
LPjo. 42* arnivl Dodjo. Hut* Hdlyvkc. 11*5 
nw E'iOll (R} H45RX1WT. H 5* FI I'll lod2oil 
(£003} ReiYlero. Harcr, derrliij Eedo DuiYt. 22* 
Klvj of die HI. 155 ER (R} 4.** Erodiorc & 
SfcSero, (R} *2* Hll Sbo2 Elnec. R} 525 Qw 
Too HIL 


Chann*l 4 


Chcmn*l Flv* 


1 42* Endfnt 4u15Rp CT EtI 2 ii 
H. t* Hiiiix- Under Iw htiYiiYier; 
R} EEC Mev.c; 'Ab21wf. 11*4 Renl Rooonec. 
11*5 lb Eiy x M2 to Eiy EEC Mev.c; 'Aontlwf. 
HISEuT.jdnHit R} It*EEC Movjq'Abndier. 
144 FwJavT Movjc; '.ih'xdwr. l*5Dootxc. 115 
Eexiw to dw Ccnilry R} tut* EEC Movjc; 
'.'Yxdwr; Rojoivl Mevjc, 42 5 CEEC. £15 
'.■YxTied Ui*. (Fi 42* EEC Mov.ie; Wxdwr. 4.4* 
Rojoivl Movjc Roijeiiinx; 'jYxdier. It* nw 
Oiw Sl>:i , j. 14* EndEivlerc; EEC Movjc; RoJoi vl 
Mev.c. 424 nw Rqvl Vrloty F^rforiYvnoo £018 
H.t* EEC Mev.c. H25 Rojoivl Movjc; Weadwr. 
H25nw ^JiJfondoo-'AlTy I FI-odnwiYi 1145 
n 1 c'j'h'ooI; Sk1 11 j 'jYxdwr‘jliv.i. H4* Siji Soiw: 
E2:y R In He Modwrt 'Acrdc - PencreiYiei (F^ 
1*4 Oon1r>1le. (R} ISSrtd j.ix- RonddiovA (R} 
IBSnWYbnuOiwc R} 4.55 EEC Movjc, 

1 42* CEoeHoC 74* CEEC. 424 
CEod^lec, 114* ftliYid PlTH (R} 
Ht* D2y Poldoc H4* GMT VJtdl GOXJO 
j= 1 .-ijL- 1 i 1*4 Duo Surdi R} 1*5 Cut Eo2y (R} 
115 RondySteeicly Cook. {R} 42* Minler, Slw 
\'V2e. (R} 4.*5 Flog m Tin 2 dw Bed *2* 
Fckdxc RJ £15 nw H2y EHorc'Cook OT. 
42* Oalokfly E'^jIWuVt, 4.44 strfcdy Ociyw 
D ui>:f i>j - It T2»c TOjo 7** Beet 2 dw Cidire 
Sliiv.i £018.42* ri(jeln Kiel tan. 424 Rfck Stolnt 
CIvIdiYVC O:lyeeoy ft.44 At Hoiyw vjHIi dw 
GwJlIC H 24 Meu-er P.livl dw BiE=oookc. 
H24 MevjaiKJt '.'Yxdwr. 112* Beet 2 dw 
Cild.ro Slicv.i £018 (R} H24 nw .“PiroHlco: 
Ycnro FTxl 144 EEC Movjc 4.55C1ceo. 

1 42* CuTiJyx*:. 42* Lciretio. ft25 nw 
JoroiYy Pyle S1 >:vj. H .44 nt P.fcrilnj. 
H.44 Uooco 'jYonieii 12* ITV Movjq 'lYeeidwr. 
155 FwJchvI Movjc; 'Aoedwr. 22* hfcico Git 
42* DKkliccnb Red Dxl. (R} 4.5S Re2oivl 
■jYxdief. *2* P.l'itcHiwr Mrdoic (R} £**nw 
.“In ntdiiYvrdi Slicv.i. 424 Fwjoivl Movjc; 
'jYxd ix. 42 * ITV Movjc; Weedier 1*4 
EiyiywtcLTo 14* ClTfcbYvic cr Eicte T:h 1J1 
42* EiYiYierddo. 42* Ccrxvdxi Street ftjt* 
Cololrlry Grl iwlljtxc Hut* ITV Movjc ct Tbit 
'.'Yxdwr. H.44 Retfoivl Movjc; 'Afcedwf. H.45 
RIyi £ Feet £ Rrlcic (£003} nnior cxmoL vjdi 
RhlI Wdker, lyroco Glljcon jivI E'jn Mendec. 
H24 nw Saw. 145 Sirfnoe. (R} 42* nw 
Jof XYy I vie Slicv.i. R} *.H ITV Mljtexeon. £4* 
ITV P.lcrilnj Mev.c. 


Mkdvkd t.-E 
imo 'wkjii stiff. 
H-t5md vi GxktircL R} 11*5 Rio Movjc. 1l5t 
CS: MY R} H.*5CSt: T-K (R} 1* 5Me*ullKiit. 
115 Hciyio l-ivIA vvy l*5Mxilc li P.lCH iieite, (R} 
155 Mxlc 111 MC4Y1XH R} 4 .H HIyi Mod. 
{£004} DreiYid etirlnj Snxn SutcivIcii £ 4* 
R'jo Movjq '.'Yxdwr. £4* Mehjlxrc, (R} 42 * 
Hchyw nivlAvvy R} 425 U'jo Troni StiKlo Rjo. 
It* Rjo Movjc 2 7 144 U-jo UEFA El rcpci 
Lxki.w FootbdL U-ioqjod -j-FC Utrodt fldok-off 
3.03|:H-it'. Jin Rocendvl lilrocLiooc oo^jefn^o of 
dw UEFA ELroivi Lxij .10 Gioip K iyvIoIi nt 
AilleKL H.H RIyi: SoooivI 111 CxyiyviivL (£ 08 ® 
Aji xi 2 Elioijxii offldd ■j.kTdnj n US 
jiyI VKCocfcr In Mddxrn fcokcfx 21 xxiw rcirb 
vjlwn n 'ilolent retdlxi Ijrxto cit nvllor, vjdi 
Jeen-CLiLKle V.n Duiiyiyw H 2* Pckx. 14* 
SLiwrCnclio. *2* nio FEt Rlec R}*.*5 Holco 
D ootx. R} £H Mfclvielnb 'Alkl CIvlfcHi'jo. R} 


Chcmn*l Flv* 


.. 2* ETXlrTCLt ft.15 RJn cr ETtlll 
I H.t* Haiix-Uivler dwhtiYiiYier; {R} 
EEC Movjc; '.'Yxdwr. tit* Rxil Reccnec, H*516 
Ely 2 M2 to Eny EEC Mevjq 'AbL-dwr. H15 
EuTijeti Hut (F} it* EEC Movjc; 'A'xdwr. 144 
Rojoivl Mevjc; 'A'xdix. t*5 Dodoic. 115 
Ecceiiwto dw CcnIry tut* EEC Movjc; 'A'xdier; 
Rodoivl Mevjc 42 5 CEEC. £15 Wxkect Ult. 
42* EEC Mevjc; 1 A'xdier. 424 Re^Javl Mevjc 
Fto(|- 2 yiywc; 'A'oedwr. it* nio Qw Stwvj. 14* A 
Cl teed on 2 Sport; R} EEC Mevjc;Rodo< vl Movjc 
42* EnctEivlenc. *.4* a. ft2* Heriol G2 Mevjc 
Tor *ll 8.44 U-jo 2dw^dta. H.t* ffiC Movjc 
H u25Ro(favHMevjq'Axidier. H.45 Tlw li.Iltii 
M orbn Si ova H 2* nw M2J0IV1 Lottery FrIcL-y 
r-lljlt Drnvjc 114 * RIiyi Swjereiioa (£803}; 
'AxdiorilevA l*5SKjn Donee nw Mohyil-iw {R} 
1* 5 Horton 'Alvt H.iJiwiwd Before dw E*j 
EunirT(R 42 5nw Soteiwe 2nw yoiiij Cnee 
{R} tSI fee Mevjc 


^^SdbhI 


PLnrtCook R} 4.*5Yb Gd4vi GciAxL (R} 7H 
Redly Scp.ioecxl. 1*4 E■jerj-lly Lxjoc 
FL- yiYKHVL R} 425 AooorellXJ to JlYl R} 425 
R.-cJer. R}825Qwnoo HIL H.t* Rlenclo (R} 
H24 RlXXfc, {R} 114* Gloo. (R} Ht* Svnnel 
4 Mevjc Sii iTiViry H* 5MyEelen. R} HHRPier 
Cottnjo Etx. (R} H25 Iron Cti2UK. 125 RIiyi 
C uivllodioo. {1877} Dfcjwy cornxly ctnlnj 
Jodfc Rector. 425 Ociitefcvjn *.H Dxl cr rfc 
Dxl. £4 * Coiyw Dlw VJtdl Me. £44 Ffcir I 11 n 
BxL 42* nw SiY 1 KXV, 424 HUy-IOkC. It* 
Civil 1 wl 4 Movjc 755 4dicitjjtti tut* nw 
Mlfcn Poiivl Drcpi LPjo. ft** Tlw Hence nvt 
P.LtIoMo. H 2 * lLi 1 ilob CIilcb ivl- Lcok-1 11 1145 
Ain Cum: Sicty M 11 . R} HH Rxiier. 14 * 
Sovj Joe. 1H CXr Dtlkk- 'A',t. R} 125 
UveixjrtxI'A'oileL R} 225 Fi 1 iyi AjiIvaoiw Rclwr. 
(£08£} Rn24>nco<l 22-1 vi, (Irootxlljy 2 vlctirTl-Kj 
Dercel 'AncJ-lirtoii *24 RIiyi nw Si:y li ELidi. 
{1838} DrniYv; dnirliy CaTnd >d<t 2*1 ''Jderle 
hfckcon £55 Erodwrc 8. Sfctorc R} 


Chflnntl 4 


Mkdvkel 8.15 

■mo 'AtKjit slit. 

H.*5mc1VlG«kLinL R} 11*5 FPjO MOVJC 115t 
CS: MY R} H* 5 CS: CtIyioSooiw InjocU^-dcHi 
R} 1*5 Moyilxjiic 115 Hoiyw 2*1 Avjcy 1*5 
Yxr S»rt ISt Mxifc li P.loH iieHtc-. (R} 425 RIiyi 
CT no-y Tor ClfletriVL, (£003} 544 R'jo Mevjc 
'Ax-dwr. £4* nolJlKirc. (R} 42 * Hoiyw 2*1 
Avjqy R} 42 5U'W Troni Snelo R'jo. It* R-jo 
M evjc 2 7 14* H Jl 2 *l Emer-jemy; Rio Mevjc 
LIxL-rt. 424 DxYiddoii nw Siwr SLicIliyi R'JO 
Movjc nt 8 ft** MCIS {R} Hut* Lnvj £ Crelor: 
CtItIivT 1 1 lent H.55 Ljivj & Order. R} 1155 
Cope In Crlct, JFi H15 SLiwrCnclw *25 
a'iiw DxJ.jv, (Hf 42* Rcnji GKdoto Eunyfcr 
roir Side. (R} *.*5 Hxco Dodor. R} 5.H 
P.ldvioLTCAIkl CIvTIonjo. R} 


CEoelJlec 1*4 CEEC 424 
0BoeMec. 1124 ftilYid P 2 k. {R} 
Ht* Dully FrktfcC. -C24 GP.TT VJdl Goohjo 
AJc*idi 14 * Dlb Soldi R} 1*5 C 2 Booty {R} 
115 Rx*y Sfcney Cock. R} 42* Midx. Sw 
White. (F} 4.*5 Roy Id Tin 2 dw Beet *2* 
Fok-dxc. (F} £15nw htlryHkerc'Cook Off 42* 
CoWjrtty E(jJwndc 42* Stdcty Conw 
- It T*ec TVjo. 74* M-ctonYil*L 42* rLtrd 
'Aorkl. ft.44 J2n Sehjxnt xi n-nckc 2 Eiyi^io. 
H 24 SESOOOkc; nw Dootx 'Alio S]JOd2. (F} 
Hut* MovjaiKjIt. 1144 nw FwjIovj Swvj; 
Wxdix. H25RliYimoGI(|dcc (£803} 1*4 EEC 
Movjc, t.5t Cl oca. 

Duybrxli. 42 *Loit 2 iw ft25nw 
I JoroiYy K>lo Siova H .44 Tl t- P.>:r 1 1 1 
tut Looco 'Axybii 144 ITV Movjc; 'Axidwr. 
155 Rojoivl Mevjq 'AbL-dwr. 22* Hence Git 
42* Dtdilioonb Rxl Dxl R} 4.5S Rodoivl 
Wxdix. *24 MdoxYwr MLidxc {R} £4* nw 
AI 21 TltdiiYVTdi Swva 42* Fwjfcnd Mevjc; 
We21wr. 4.44 ITV Movjc; 'Axidwr. 14* 
EiYiiYWKtifc. 14* Cxoivdon Sroot t.t* 
Cciitrjv.'taKttcIwn 424 Cxxvdxi Street t.t* 
A My t oTHerooc nw MILTyAVJUT<fc£018 H.44 
ITV r-fcv.ic; Wxdix. lit* Fo.JchvI Mevjc; 
'Ao21wr. 1125 FIiyi: Mnd Mnx Eeyci*l 
nii*fch:fcH iw. (1883} 1*4 nio Schw; ITV Mevjc 
HxkIIwc 425 RIyi On Dx*ly Grcn*L {1884} 
*.* 51 TV rijtiiorexi £4* ITV P.fcrilnj Plw.c. 

1 4.** nw nxido PociJtx 
{R} 4.5t Yj Gj|Jt>n Calixi 
{R} HSRxJty CuiiexocL 7*5Euxy>:■ ■:y Lc-'j-x- 
Rny iwi*L R} 4.H Aoexclnj to JIyi. (R} 425 
Rnctx. R} ft25Qwnoo HIL Hut* R1x*t, (RJ 
H.44 Rfx*t, R} 114* Gloo. {R} H24 Svnnel 4 
Movjc SiYiYtiry H25 Rl'jor Oottijo Ettoc. {R} 
Hit Iron Clwf UK. 12 * RIiyi I'filioa (1832 } 
MxIoaI ncl'jei'd.ro, dUTrinj Rolwit Tylx. 425 
Cxitcfcvjii *.H Dxl x Mo DxiL £t* Coiyw 
D lw VJdl MO. £44 Fur 111 n BXL 42* Tlw 
SiYiJCXic. 424 hfctyoukc It* Svnnwl 4 - Movjc 
725 4ti>:ihjltt'i 144 Ibeii UiylerlTwr. R} 42* 
nw Mllxi FoliivI Drop LKjo. ftjt* nio E'jxt 
FTOddeit P.LtUix le HnckiYtilxL H.44 Peep 
Suva H .44 Rek-xtb '.Abb 1145 Rnklo Ecylob 
m-iYindoIMKjlH R} lilt nw P.fcn^ivi S>:va (FJ 
H 15 Heiyieke, R} 115 Mkdo en 4: Mereiry 
Ft 1 =o Soodei-L-: CIvt:oI SlIa 144P.lLfc. en4 : u-jo 
ct FiccLn StiKLTd Orlclivt, 1*4 nic 'JVeokb 
4P.lLLfc. Tip. £0. 424 EiodwrcA Slcbrc R} *.15 
ER. {R} £4* OlW TOO HIL 

1424 Mkdv-fcd ft.15 
Inw 'Atkjit slit. 
Hl *5 mdvn GxkLieL {R} 11*5 R'jo Movjc list 
CS: CrliYW Soxw liTj-xb^deii R} H*5 CS: 
CiIiyw Siioiw 1 1 Tjxtfcydci 1 (R} 1* 5 MoIJiImiic. 
115 Hchyw ciy\ rtpjnw 1SI veir Sport 155 Mxlc 
In Monwi-tc. {R} 4 .H FIiyi I Sut,'j P.fcHTrny Kfcdiy 
Sunti CLilc. {£ 082} RiYily oxYWHly etTrinj 
Cenilo Sedoooa £4t R'jo Mw.c; 'Axdwr. £44 
r-le+jIlKirc. R} 42* Heniw Ctrl Avvy (R 425 
U'joTreni StiKlo R'jo. it* H'jo Movjc ct 7 7?t 3oo 
Dutj-c; R} FPjo Movjc UixLTo. 42* Eiiix<jenwy 
Elkerc; R-jo Mevjc ct 8 82* nw Mxl-«ct Hut* 
Lnvj A Order Spedd VlottYL- UHt H.55 Lnvj 8. 
Crdx Spx:Hd A>d1ri-L- Hit 1155 Cepe li CrlcL, 
(F} H15 SperCundno. *2 5Matxd»rt MivILI. 
*2* Street P.lrhet Clwfb, R} *.55 RoliJi GLldoto 
Il-IlIXL, (F} £H Mdvwtnb 'Aid SlL-tXXJO. {R} 


Channel Flv* 



V J CUT OUT THE 
MIDDLEMAN 
AND BUY 
DIRECT!! 

" FACTORY DIR£CT 

FREE 
SURVEY 


Unit 12, Pm we industrial Estate, 
Middlemqre road mm 
fliiissfliaw 

'jUm7l RZP U1CZ31C110RVDIR ZCT^O. UK 


■-gp* HENLEY 

If' FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

.'ll 1 !. WdVg 

imum! 

T&$UrtFBEE mOGQO 0566564 ^ 
imaai^wBiviui^cnsin 



Avy 3 

RolkrSIrKb 

• I J i'hl.jiUi ( iimiikv: 

4 A II 111 I L"J-11 ■.■.-! 0311 - 
fl, L ^l T iu,'l K 1 
| * VSiodiiKk-. H-1■ 1 ■ I 
I ApiulJ^k-. 

It Ki p.-jpI If.. !-Vj:- 7 jh 1 i'J 


t hull 


Window and Door Repair* 



S.py^tWH: Mtly t<il UUwl utoviirJb 

iV iftb arw oin&lte 


uWL-OTitvYiti^nlrVk* *11 mtcr filC-lH rrinm 

lAfidJAn KPPt /h 


ail ujorjcciiifiifjTrFn 


Sp 3 j- CGHF£Jn\VE P**££&."' 

Tot r<«* JUmI ijUllU «uH Wlttll r*>«. t UM 


ot 


NEVER UNDER ESTIMATE 
THE POWER OF SMALL 

Q'mil'vd miylii IwuiiimN, tjul III^PMAU UlSpvmK- 

Fur hh D .Ih h £- j 8 (Mr wmIt. ymi hah pr«mxa yriiih IhiaIiiajh 
'■v Ut* Iwrytvl aiwflHPH iliv MNIvIpm*. 

Thai'A A flJ WHjHi -I^ h h II, II rill IhftAl (lACpb AAdlWMh. 

QirtUI A yH Ihink tOkH Ml bp DhuHhMI- 


i 






classified 

"nwfrf >. nrJ'irnfi ift * i 'Tn mnjjniT aiid ifiidnir. 


01902 317S7S 

Eqrraii £ Elm 
The- ChnsnfcJf- 
vr.Yrt inpmsjindsliir.DCfi 



tadkf Wb4nfdm 

PERMS £25 

TU _L-J JL--LJ VL. ■ ■ L _P IL' -.I. _L _L. M 

s^^WTikS^alTi&sr ir^^tka yia Sfhp 1 

BMhyHr n rAirarARrr 7 


Rx-il anl Drardui-; r i^iilral, adefer iM^le 
\Vf :ted: a dib raijB of B«lml proiliobr akl emr ai 
zfTorifctYlo pa.Trfflrt plai -:-ii 31-D ■Sriildsurv 
- a;kTer ilrtJ-: 


NmI, «U^hv U •% wi •» 

»S * m « w » * 

C J h 4~t>«U 


0121 505 3334 
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Brain Gym 


No.004 


Codeword 


1 

14 

D 

14 

x 

14 


- 

• 


»■. 

It 



X 

>' 

m 

ja 

R 

to 


ti 

U 


:■ * 

IX 

9* 


UlflTw!0.1 


1-i 

..1 



- 

!— 

E 

1— 

z 

r— 

J 

E— 

A, 

l 

a 

r 

L 

n— 

K 

p~ 

p— 

w 

jQl 

3 

¥ 

It 

3L 

• 

J5*. 

- 

tf? 

3 

X 

.. 


if 

J1 

if 

JL 


C •! Jtf’tjf.l ICtiIC*C*iIC.I Ik ♦ :-.il.: 4 .-icJ ht> 

• l u*tI •:! u»c»< U*c* lx* 

.. • > • • • d i • i • ||| .li .m » i •< shut flMtlll 



■ . .v v m "" 
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Spectacular show, a 3D genie and 
and lashings of Twankey panky 


O NE of Britain’s best loved celebrities, Christo¬ 
pher Biggins, is promising Wolverhampton a 
spectacular Grand pantomime this winter. 

The actor and reality TV star is a veteran of 39 
pantos but reckons Aladdin, which opens at the 
Grand on Saturday, could be the best yet. 

“It is what I call a good old-fashioned London Pal¬ 
ladium pantomime and what I mean by that is we have 
unbelievable scenery. I have been doing pantomine 
for 38 years and I haven’t done one with scenery like 
this, with costumes that are so lavish and an amazing 
cast.” 

The show is a tweaked version of the production of 
Aladdin that broke box office records in Plymouth last 
year, in which veteran dame Biggins again played 
Widow Twankey. 

“Everyone we did the panto with last year is coming 
back except for Aladdin and Wishee-Washee and we 
have put those roles together and have the amazing 
ventriloquist Paul Zerdin. He is brilliant. 


Christopher Biggins talks to LEON 
BURAKOWSKI about panto, Porridge 
and paying the mortgage. 

“And we have a 3D genie... oh yes we do! “ Cue 
familiar booming laugh. 

“When I saw it in rehearsal I was absolutely blown 
away. It cost a lot of money and the running costs are 
huge for it. When Abanazar and Aladdin are in the 
cave with this extraordinary genie, you can see the 
kids trying to catch the spiders. It is phenomenal. 

“It is going to be a spectacular pantomime, one of 
the most spectacular Wolverhampton has staged.” 

Biggins also has a key role in the region’s other big 
pantomime this winter but not on stage... it was he 
who encouraged his close friend Joan Collins to make 
her panto debut this year, playing Queen Rat in Dick 
Whittington at Birmingham Hippodrome. 

“We were talking about the fact a job had fallen 


through over Christmas and New Year and I said come 
on Joan why don’t you do a pantomime. I told her she 
would be great. I think I sowed the seed. Sadly I don’t 
think I will be able to see her perform but I know she’s 
going to be fantastic. We will get together for dinner 
on our night off.” 

But another one of his celebrity pals will be calling 
in at the Grand for one of the performances. 

Career 

“Cilia (Black) will be coming to Wolverhampton 
because she is not doing a pantomime herself this 
year,” said the star, whose early roles included such 
TV classics as the drama I, Claudius, and prison sit¬ 
com Porridge with Ronnie Barker. 

“I am very lucky, I have a very varied, interesting and 
good career. I loved Nero in I, Claudius, and Ozzy 
Whitworth in Poldark from my straight acting years. I 
loved Surprise Surprise with Cilia, I’m A Celebrity Get 
Me Out Of Here and Come Dine With Me. 



“As long e 
I can plod' 
along and pay' 
the mortgage -' 
well, thankfully, I paid 
that off last year - I am happy to be able to live a full 
life.” 

He loves art - he once bought a Hockney for £150 
that’s now worth £10,000 - and technology, his most 
treasured possession is his iPhone, he says, and he 
enjoys holidays in Mauritius. 

But he always makes sure he is available for the 
panto season. “I love the audience participation and I 
love to make an audience laugh and that it is for every¬ 
one, from three to 93. 

“When I did the ‘Jungle’ I didn’t do a pantomime 
that year, so I went and saw 15 pantomimes. I went all 
over the country. It was wonderful.” 

Aladdin is staged at the Grand from December 11 
to January 30. 



From left, Glenn Hughes with Jason Bonham on drums and Joe Bonamassa. 


Glenn communing with the Black Country 


GOOD news for fans of Anglo-American 
rock supergroup Black Country Communion - 
who perform their debut UK gig at Wolver¬ 
hampton Civic Hall on December 29 - front¬ 
man Glenn Hughes is already working on 
songs for their second album. 

The former Deep Purple and Trapeze singer, who 
hails from Cannock, revealed that BCC is no ‘one- 
off’ project when talking to The Chronicle from his 
hillside home in sunny California, which he shares 
with wife Gabrielle. “I love England but not the cold 
and the rain,” he admitted. 

The band features Hughes on vocals and bass 
guitar, drummer Jason Bonham, the Dudley-born 
son of the late Led Zeppelin sticksman John 
Bonham, with Americans - guitarist Joe Bona¬ 
massa and keyboardist Derek Sherinian. Their self- 
titled debut album - a slab of classic bluesy hard 
rock - has been a big success. 

“I have prepared a lot of songs, we’ve probably 
got three-quarters of the next album,” said Glenn. 


“Joe (Bonamassa) and Kevin (Shirley, the producer) 
both live in LA and we get together at Kevin’s studio 
in Malibu. It’s very cohesive and organic. I bring my 
songs, Joe brings his and we finish each other’s 
songs. I have a studio at home and sometimes I 
have to remind myself to get out of there,” said 
Glenn, a former rock wildman who has cleaned up 
his act. 

Thankful 

“Songwriting is what I do and I do it every day, 
even on Christmas Day. I am known as a rock singer, 
and I appreciate and am thankful for that but prima¬ 
rily I am a songwriter. Those creative urges get 
stronger the further I get from the days when I would 
get high or drunk.” 

He reckons it’s fate that has brought the four of 
them together in a band after years of friendship, a 
lifetime’s worth when it comes to Jason Bonham. 

“I knew Jason before he knew me,” said Glenn. “I 
remember when he was a two-year-old, John (his 


father) was a friend of mine and I was like an uncle 
to Jason. He’s my friend’s son and I love him to bits. 

“I believe in fate and in karma. I had a dream 
which told me I was going to be in a rock ’n’ roll band 
again. I was all set to make another funky Glenn 
record but I put the brakes on... and three weeks 
later I’m in this band Black Country Communion.” 

The name references Glenn and Jason’s roots in 
the West Midlands. 

“It was very important to me and to Jason that the 
first gig be at Wolverhampton Civic Hall. That really 
means something to us. It’s a great rock venue in the 
heart of the Black Country. We’ve got to play where 
the name came from. 

“I’ve played the venue about ten times but not in 
recent years. I played there with my first band The 
News in 1968, then in ‘69 with Finders Keepers, 
then several times with Trapeze and then with Deep 
Purple a couple of times.” Just before heading 
down the canyon to record at Malibu, Glenn signed 
off with a cheery “Up the Wolves!” LB 
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The top property guide for West Bromwich, Wednesbury, Tipton and Smethwick 


Period semi has 
a loft room and 
no upward chain 


A PERIOD two-bed- 

roomed semi-detached 
house with no upward 
chain has come onto the market 
in Darlaston. 

Number 55 King Edward Street, 
off Pinfold Street, has gas central 
heating, double glazing, an L- 
shaped breakfast kitchen, lounge, 
dining room, downstairs bath- 
room/WC, loft room, rear garden 
and garage. 

It is on the market through Paul Dub- 
berley estate agent for offers in the 
region of £89,995. 

A timber front door opens into the 
lounge, which measures 13ft lOin x 12ft 
and has a coved ceiling, picture rail and 
open flue with a feature Adams-style 
fireplace. 

From here, a door leads to the dining 
room, with a timber single-glazed circu¬ 
lar window, flame-effect gas fire set in a 
timber Adams style fireplace with iron 
surround, storage and stairs to the first 
floor. 


In the fitted kitchen, there’s a range of 
timber coloured wall, base and drawer 
units with roll-edged worksurfaces, 
ceramic tiled floor, electric oven, gas 
hob, plumbing for a washing machine, 
single drainer sink top and space for a 
fridge. 

Leading off the kitchen is the half- 
tiled family bathroom, which includes a 
panelled bath with mixer taps and 
shower over, WC, pedestal wash basin 
and ceramic tiled floor. Upstairs, there 
are two bedrooms — both with a radiator, 
dado rail and power points - while the 
loft has been converted into a room and 
has laminate flooring and power points. 

Gate 

Outside, the property is approached 
via a wrought iron gate and paved 
pathway while the enclosed low mainte¬ 
nance rear garden is paved throughout 
with planted borders. 

To the rear, there’s a garage with a 
roller shutter door. 

For more information visit the 
website at www.pauldubberley.co.uk or 
to arrange a viewing, contact 0121 505 
3533. 



55 King Edward Street in Darlaston is on the market for offers of £89,995 The kitchen is fitted with a range of wall and base cupboards 
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The new Ford C-Max, above, and Grand C-Max have been awarded top marks for safety features 


New Ford family car 
earns five-star rating 


THE all-new Ford C-Max and 
Grand C-Max models have been 
awarded the maximum five-star 
safety ratings by the independent 
Euro NCAP organisation. 

The pair of‘multi-activity vehi¬ 
cles’, which went on sale in the 
UK this month, achieved the 
highest score recorded for 
whiplash protection and excelled 
in both adult occupant and child 
occupant safety categories. 

Ford C-Max and Grand C-Max 
are built on Ford’s global C-car 
platform and are the first Ford 
passenger cars to undergo Euro 
NCAP’s new crash test proce¬ 
dures introduced last year. 

Gunnar Herrmann, Ford’s 
global medium car vehicle line 
director, said: “Crash test ratings 
are an important factor when 
designing and engineering our 
vehicles and we’re delighted that 
Euro NCAP has recognised that 
both the new C-Max and Grand C- 
Max models offer excellent protec¬ 


tion in the event of a collision. 

“These are the first vehicles to 
be built on our new global C-car 
platform and for them to score so 
highly bodes well for future prod¬ 
ucts including the all-new Focus 
which goes on sale next year.” 

Both new C-Max and Grand C- 
Max feature Ford’s Intelligent 
Protection System (IPS) which 
marries a high-strength body 
structure with state-of-the-art 
restraint systems. 

Generation 

In total, 53 per cent of the body 
shell in each vehicle is made from 
high-strength steels, compared to 
45 per cent in the previous gener¬ 
ation vehicle. Ultra-tough Boron 
steel is used in the A-pillars, B- 
pillars, rocker panels and door 
reinforcement beams help to 
create a passenger cell that 
manages deformation in a crash — 
including frontal impacts, side 
impacts and side pole impacts. 
High strength dual-phase steel is 


used in the front crash structure, 
inner rocker panels and floor 
cross members for maximum 
crash energy absorption, and to 
manage deformation of the pas¬ 
senger cell. 

C-Max and Grand C-Max also 
feature a front chassis subframe 
designed to de-couple from the 
lower body in a frontal collision, 
reducing deformation in the pas¬ 
senger cell footwell area. 

A key feature of Ford’s Intelli¬ 
gent Protection System restraint 
system for the C-Max and Grand 
C-Max is individual single stage 
front airbags and side thorax 
airbags for the driver and front 
passenger, plus standard side 
curtain airbags for the first and 
second row seats. 

Driver safety is improved 
thanks to Ford’s new steering 
column that reduces loads on the 
occupant’s head and chest by 
moving away from the driver in 
high speed frontal impacts. 


Britannia 

Motors Ltd 
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Motoring group 
says lives would 
be saved by 
post-test training 
for young drivers 

YOUNG driver deaths in the UK could 
be cut by up to a third if compulsory post¬ 
test training was introduced, according to 
the Institute of Advanced Motorists 
(I AM). 

Writing in the latest edition of the IAM’s 
magazine, Advanced Driving, IAM Chairman 
Alistair Cheyne says that compulsory post¬ 
test training would save lives among “this 
most vulnerable group of drivers”. 

The call follows findings that a similar approach 
in Austria has produced a 30 per cent reduction in 
young driver fatalities. 

IAM Chief Executive Simon Best said: “We need 
no reminding that 17—25 year olds — particularly 
young men — proportionally have more crashes and 
suffer more death and injury on our roads than any 
other group. 

Improve 

“Despite this, very little is being done to ensure 
that young people improve their driving after 
passing the test. 

The high numbers of young drivers who continue 
to be killed or seriously injured graphically high¬ 
lights the need for legislation that insists on post¬ 
test training that embraces all kinds of roads; 
especially rural roads on which young people are suf¬ 
fering so disproportionately.” 

The IAM is writing to Under Secretary of State for 
Transport, Mike Penning MP, raising the urgent 
need for post-test training. 

The IAM suggest this ‘module’ would not be an 
unpopular option, and there would be no question of 
taking a new driver off the road if they ‘failed’. 

However, undertaking a second phase of short 
coaching sessions and driving practice off the public 
highway would be compulsory within a year of the 
test pass. 

Review 

In Austria, legal requirements for all novice 
drivers to undertake further assessment and train¬ 
ing have been used with outstanding results. 

They say that only the Department for Transport 
can realistically take the lead on this issue with a 
thorough review of driver training. 

In the meantime, the IAM is taking action of its 
own with the launch of Momentum in the New Year. 
Momentum offers young drivers a low-cost assess¬ 
ment by an IAM examiner early in their develop¬ 
ment, which will help improve confidence, raise 
awareness, and reduce risk on the road. 
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The new Audi A6 will be 15 per cent li 

and systematic hydraulic damping in the 
axle and drivetrain bearings provides 
excellent refinement. 

The 2.0-litre TDI 177PS, 3.0-litre TDI 
204PS, 3.0-litre TDI 245PS and 3.0-litre 
TFSI 300PS units all make use of 
advanced direct injection technology for 
the leanest possible fuel burn rate, and 
work in conjunction with important tech- 


jhter than the old model and will feature a 

nologies from the brand’s modular effi¬ 
ciency platform - the start-stop system, 
the energy recovery system and the inno¬ 
vative thermal management concept. 

As a result, fuel economy has improved 
by up to 19 per cent compared to the previ¬ 
ous model. 

The drivetrain choice, based on the 
engine version, will include a manual six- 


aft of premium features and gadgets 

speed transmission or continuously vari¬ 
able multitronic CVT for front-wheel-drive 
models, and the new seven-speed‘S tronic’ 
twin-clutch transmission for quattros. 

Each unit features a wide gear-ratio 
spread which makes a significant contri¬ 
bution to overall efficiency. 

New energy-efficient electromechanical 
power steering, in conjunction with the 


and with all 


the toys 


The Audi’s cabin is luxurious and classy 


lightweight suspension set-up, 
will impart even greater preci¬ 
sion and composure. 

Comfort is highly prized in 
the executive saloon class. The 
A6 has a more refined ride that 
can, as before, cosset more com¬ 
pletely if the option of adaptive 
air suspension with controlled 
damping is chosen. 

The car’s low, sleek roofline 
lends it a purposeful air which 
its optional LED headlights and 
LED daytime running lights 
emphasise further. 

The roomy interior with its 
cocooning ‘wraparound’ dash 
panel combines the latest Audi 
design language with the most 
salient technological advances. 

Supportive seats upholstered 
as standard in Milano leather 
position occupants perfectly in 
relation to the cabin’s focal 
point, the Multi Media Inter¬ 


face with its 6.5-inch 
retractable monitor and large 
central control knob. 

MMI provides easy and intu¬ 
itive access to the high quality 
audio system, the Bluetooth 
phone interface and the SD 
card-based navigation system - 
a much prized asset which, 
uniquely in the premium sector 
at this level, is standard in the 
A6. 

An eight-inch monitor and 
fingertip sensitive touch pad 
are available to upgrade MMI 
to MMI Touch. 

The system’s touch pad 
enables characters to be ‘drawn’ 
by the driver using an index 
finger for navigation or tele¬ 
phone data entry. As well as 
ultra-intelligent 3D navigation 
mapping, the new MMI Touch 
system can store audio tracks 
and telephone data. 


Smooth - 


AUDI’S new A6 Saloon 
has been redesigned from 
the ground up and bene¬ 
fits from the brand’s most 
advanced lightweight 
construction techniques. 

With weight kept in check 
through aluminium and 
steel composite construc¬ 
tion, despite enhanced 
equipment levels, the new 
A6 will deliver dynamically 
and in terms of efficiency - 
with 57mpg-plus economy 
potential and C02 outputs 
of as little as 129g/km. 

It also offers executive ‘toys’ 
such as self parking, thermal 
imaging cameras and massag¬ 
ing seats. 

Aluminium 

UK A6 orders will be taken 
from January and first deliver¬ 
ies will begin in the spring. 
Prices will start at £30,145 on 
the road. 

Aluminium and high-tech 
steels make up much of the 
reworked body of the new A6. 

Combining the two materials 
reduces the shell weight by 
around 15 per cent, and enables 
the A6 2.0 TDI to tip the scales 
at a relatively modest 1,575kg. 

Hi-tech design methods and 
materials ensure extremely low 
interior noise levels, while pre¬ 
cision tuning of all components 
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Anfield return - Houl- 


We face confidence crisis, says Hou 


GERARD Houllier on 
Tuesday ordered his confi¬ 
dence-shy Villa team to show 
“mental strength” after his 
Liverpool return ended in 
disaster. 

The claret and blues slumped 
to a 3-0 defeat at manager Houl¬ 
lier’s former club - their fourth 
successive defeat - and they 
have now picked up just seven 
points from their last possible 
30 in the league. 

Villa were two behind within 16 
minutes after David Ngog and Ryan 


Babel struck early on with Maxi 
Rodriguez sealing the win after a 
break for a Reds side without Fer¬ 
nando Torres, who was absent after 
his wife went into labour. 

They now head into Saturday’s 
derby with Albion at Villa Park just 
two points and two places above the 
Premier League drop zone. 

Self-belief 

The Frenchman admitted self¬ 
belief is in short supply in his squad 
at present. 

“We are concerned,” said Houllier. 
“The players and the staff have to 
take things in our hands. 


“We need to address the confi¬ 
dence. There are areas in our game 
where we have improved like 
changing the way we play and 
approach the game. But, at the 
same time, we have to be stronger 
mentally as a team. I could see it 
even on the pitch. 

“I think the first goal really 
affected our morale. We are not the 
most confident team at the moment 
and we are aware of that.” 

Houllier bemoaned Babel’s goal, 
which was allowed by referee Phil 
Dowd despite the Dutchman being 
offside, albeit narrowly. 

“We were on the back of three 


defeats so obviously the first goal 
looked as if it stunned us a bit,” he 
said. “The second goal was offside 
but it was a vital goal because it 
meant that the game was over.” 

Houllier, boss at Anfield from 
1998-2004, praised Liverpool fans 
for their warm reception for him’. 

Chanted 

“The fans were good and I appre¬ 
ciated the fact that they chanted my 
name at the end,” he added. 

Ciaran Clark will miss Saturday’s 
game through suspension after col¬ 
lecting his fifth booking of the 
season during the game. 


Villa are exposed on 
big night for the boss 


GERARD Houllier spent a year 
in Liverpool as a teacher in 1970 - 
some 40 years later he watched his 
Villa team make the kind of errors 
which would make a team of 
schoolboys blush. 

It was an emotional return to Anfield for 
the Villa boss who was welcomed by a 
banner from the home fans which read 
“Gerard’s heart beats” and had his name 
sung on several occasions by the Kop. 

But they will probably be the only fond 
memories Houllier will take from the match 
and he will have to go back to the chalk¬ 
board as his young side struggled on freez¬ 
ing night on Merseyside. 

The work-rate of the Villa’s players 
cannot be questioned but, as against Birm¬ 
ingham in the Carling Cup, despite some 
clever interplay and movement they simply 
did not create enough goalscoring chances. 

Gabby Agbonlahor cut a frustrated figure 
in attack as he chased lost causes with little 
reward and save for the odd run from Marc 
Albrighton and the impressive Stewart 
Downing there was little penetration in the 
final third. 

While Houllier’s Anfield comeback domi¬ 
nated the build-up, it was the return of 
another former pupil which directly influ¬ 
enced matters on the pitch. 

Stephen Warnock had a game to forget at 
left-back as he needlessly gave away the 
corner which led to the first goal and should 



have marshalled Ryan Babel better for the 
all-important second. 

None of Villa’s back-line covered them¬ 
selves in glory and with, 18 goals conceded 
on the road in the league this season, Houl¬ 
lier must address their defensive frailties 
urgently. 

Villa’s defenders were not helped by the 
manner in which they seemed to find new 
ways to squander possession from the sim¬ 
plest of situations. 

However, the defeat must be placed 
within the context of Villa’s recent injury 
problems. The turnover of senior players 
receiving treatment for various ailments 
has seen Bodymoor Heath resemble a Red 
Cross hospital rather than the club’s train¬ 
ing ground. 

Yes, Liverpool were also without Steven 
Gerrard, Jamie Carragher and Fernando 
Torres but their deputies possessed much 
more experience than Villa’s. 

It would be unfair to castigate Houllier’s 
youngsters for their roles in recent perform¬ 
ances. The Premier League is a steep learn¬ 
ing curve and the experience of playing in 
the centre of midfield against Liverpool will 
help the development of the likes of 
Jonathan Hogg and Ciaran Clark in the 
long run. 


Undoubtedly Villa’s league position is 
worrying, especially with a tough run of 
games heading into the Christmas period, 
starting with a derby against Albion on Sat¬ 
urday. 

But the esteem with which Houllier is 
held by fans and players at Liverpool 
emphasises just why Villa supporters 
should show the patience and support 
required to help turn things round. Houllier 
was never going to be the kind of manager 
to provide a quick-fix solution at Villa Park 
and perhaps the Frenchman is guilty of 
trying to change too much, too quickly. 

Newcastle’s sacking of Chris Hughton on 
Monday, after defeat at The Hawthorns, 
demonstrates expectation levels in the 
Premier League have risen and how little 
patience there is in the modern game. 

Villa’s hierarchy appear to have recog¬ 
nised the bigger picture and they have 
made a long-term commitment to embrace 
Houllier’s project.The Villa boss should be 
given time to implement his football philos¬ 
ophy. 

At the moment things look bleak but with 
several of the club’s talented youngsters 
signing new contracts over the past week, 
the glass is half full rather than half empty. 

The forthcoming transfer window will 
also allow Houllier to bring in some fresh 
faces and move on some other players. He 
is, after all, working with a squad almost 
entirely chosen by his predecessor Martin 
O’Neill. 

Villa fell behind in the 14th minute of the 


match when a Raul Meireles corner was 
met by Martin Skrtel whose initial header 
was directed past Brad Friedel by David 
Ngog. 

Two minutes later the visitors found 
themselves two down. Clark gave the ball 
away cheaply in midfield and Lucas took 
advantage of the error to slip an inch- 
perfect pass into the path of Babel. 

Slotting 

The Dutch winger was in an offside posi¬ 
tion but the ease with which Warnock was 
beaten to the ball characterised his recent 
struggles. 

Encouragingly for the frozen Villa away 
fans, Houllier introduced Nathan 
Delfouneso for Clark at half-time and the 
presence of an extra attacking option with 
Stephen Ireland slotting into central mid- 
field gave Villa a renewed impetus. 

They really should have pulled a goal 
back moments after the interval when 
Agbonhalor’s close-range shot from 
Downing’s cross was saved by Pepe Reina 
before Paul Konchesky cleared. 

But the change in approach left the Villa 
rearguard exposed and a swift Liverpool 
counter-attack in the 55th minute effec¬ 
tively secured the points for Roy Hodgson’s 
side. 

Reina found Maxi Rodriguez with a quick 
throw and he exchanged passes with Ngog 
before applying a superb finish with a shot 
placed into the top corner. 

Houllier then made a double change, as 
John Carew and Robert Pires came on for 
Agbonlahor and Albrighton, but the game 
had long since slipped away from them. 

Liverpool almost added to Houllier’s 
misery with a fourth in the 67th minute 
when Glen Johnson broke into the penalty 
area, only to be thwarted by Friedel’s fine 
block. 

Sotirios Kyrgiakos was even closer with a 
header that was goalbound until Hogg 
cleared the ball off the line by the post. 

It was a result which will have irked 
Houllier the teacher as much as Houllier 
the manager, but the main thing from his 
perspective is whether the lessons have 
been taken on board. 

Hopefully when it comes to the final 
examination at the end of the season - coin¬ 
cidentally against Liverpool — Villa will 
pass with flying colours. 



Grim clash is another cup nightmare for Villa 


YET again the Carling Cup 
proved the competition with a 
sting in its tail for Aston Villa. 

Eight months ago, it came in the 
shape of some contentious refereeing 
decisions in the Wembley final which 
helped Manchester United slip off 
with the trophy. 

Last weel, a late and lucky winner from 
the game’s least-likely candidate gave 
Birmingham City a hard-earned victory, 
promptly soured by the flare-firing yobs 
who taunted Villa fans after the final 
whistle. 

It was all pretty grim stuff. In a nutshell, 
Villa made a bright start and conceded a 
soft penalty against the run of play dis¬ 
patched by Sebastian Larsson. Gabby 
Agbonlahor bagged the equaliser and 
Houllier’s men were on top for most of the 
second half. Their football, however, is 
lacking a hard edge and it was Blues, as 
stubborn and tenacious as ever, who nicked 
victory with an 84th minute winner from 
Nikola Zigic. 

The giant Serb still looks dreadfully out 
of place amid the frenetic dimensions of the 
English game, magnified of course by this 
derby setting, and more like a signing to 
embarrass rather than elevate Alex 
McLeish.But the shrewd and likeable 
Blues boss saw his St Andrew’s resume 
lifted by Zigic’s scuffed shot from a 
Cameron Jerome cross which took a kind 
bounce off Luke Young’s attempted block 
and looped over a despairing Brad Friedel. 



It was cruel on Villa but then the season 
has been so far generally - from Martin 
O’Neill’s ill-timed walk-out through to the 
crippling injury list which has hampered 
Houllier’s return to the English stage. 

But they are in danger of kidding them¬ 
selves if they think all will be well when 
more senior players are fit again. 

Villa have major concerns in the centre of 
defence which has become as soft as their 
football under Houllier; yes, it is more 
pleasing on the eye but lacking the cutting 
edge that became a feature of the O’Neill 
years. 

Soft 

In contrast, Blues are the arch realists of 
the dogfight in the Premier League’s 
bottom half. They have barely raised a 
dozen shots at goal in the last four games 
but emerged undefeated in each having 
beaten the champions and reached the 
Carling Cup semi-finals — Houllier and his 
lieutenants Gary McAllister and Gordon 
Cowans need to inject a little of that prag¬ 
matism into a team which has youthful 
talent emerging but is soft around the 
edges. 

Of particular concern will be the collaps¬ 
ing twin pillars of last season, Richard 
Dunne and James Collins, who were 
uneasy figures when it mattered last 
Wednesday. 


Dunne produced a clumsy challenge on 
Lee Bowyer as he charged through from 
midfield in the 11th minute after Collins 
had twice failed to deal with a rudimentary 
punt towards his team’s area. 

It is difficult not to conclude that the 
Dunne of last season was a sharper beast 
who would not have got himself in the posi¬ 
tion to allow Bowyer ahead of him. 

With a penalty, drilled safely by Larsson 
to Friedel’s left as the keeper guessed right, 
from their first attack, Blues could lay 
claim to have doubled their advantage 
from their second. 

Friedel fumbled a low shot through a 
crowded area from Zigic after his defenders 
had failed to deal with a corner and TV 
replays showed that the ball had crossed 
the line. But Villa were spared - a touch 
controversially — by an offside flag against 
Scott Dann on the goalline, although 
whether or not he was interfering with play 
was a matter for debate. 

It appeared to be a significant let-off, 
however, because a couple of minutes later 
Villa were level thanks to the kind of break 
from defence their supporters remember so 
well from the O’Neill era. 

A wonderful line-ball from Stephen 
Warnock was gathered by Ashley Young 
and worked inside to Downing. 

He got a break at that point as the back¬ 
tracking Roger Johnson inadvertently pro¬ 
vided the perfect set-up for Agbonlahor on 
the edge of the area but the man who had 
scored winners on his two previous visits to 
St Andrew’s spun away from Bowyer to 
beat Ben Foster with an angled finish. 


And if Villa took nothing else away from 
this tie, the sight of Agbonlahor running 
freely and menacingly again was at least 
heartening. 

The half would be completed with just 
one more clear opportunity emerging from 
football as harsh as the freezing, snow¬ 
swirling conditions but Jerome, set free by 
Zigic, clipped his finish agonisingly wide 
over the advancing Friedel. 

But it was all Villa after the break only 
for McLeish’s redoubtable defence to 
repel - a little too easily - everything that 
came at them until the last 10 minutes 
began with Foster proving yet again that 
McLeish knows how to pick a goalkeeper. 

Vital 

The man who took over from Joe Hart 
produced a vital save at the feet of Young 
following an electric break from Agbonla¬ 
hor because moments later, Blues were 
shaping the game’s deciding moment. 
Larsson faded a fine ball down the side of 
Villa’s defence which Jerome sped on to 
with an urgency Dunne failed to match as 
the Villa skipper ambled over to cover. 

Jerome pounced on Dunne’s compla¬ 
cency. He pulled back a perfect service 
which wrong-footed Collins and found Zigic 
running in from the far post for a goal 
McLeish will hope gives his £6m signing 
the platform he needs to make a success of 
his career in England. 

It clinched his club’s first defeat of their 
old rivals since 2005 and, if nothing else 
startling comes his way, for that they will 
always be grateful. 



Dave Watkin, left, with Bobby Hope, celebrates his 
1,000th consecutive Albion match 

Superfan David 
guest of honour 
at 1,000th match 

ALBION super fan David Watkin received 
VIP treatment from the Baggies after chalk¬ 
ing up an amazing 1,000 consecutive 
matches. 

The 63-year-old reached the milestone at last 
Wednesday’s Carling Cup match at Ipswich. And 
he was treated like a king at Albion’s Premier 
League game against Newcastle yesterday, where 
his heroes rewarded his loyalty with a win. 

The retired IT project manager received a signed 
Baggies shirt and a shield from Hawthorns legend Bobby 
Hope 

Mr Watkin, a married father-of-two from Kingswin- 
ford, started his sequence of consecutive matches in 1991. 
Since then he has been to every match at home, away and 
abroad. 

He said: “I’ve always been to games on a regular basis, 
but in 1991 I went to all of the games at the end of the 
season when we got relegated to the Third Division, then 
I went to all of the games in the Third Division. 

“From then it carried on because I used to play football 
for the supporters’ team, West Bromwich Albion Strollers 
against the opposition supporters on the morning of the 
matches. 

“So if you didn’t go, you would be letting down your 
team as well as missing a match. 

Grandchildren 

“Having been to every game in that season and the next 
couple of seasons, we ended up playing in the Anglo- 
Italian Cup and I went to a match at Cosenza when 
Albion had already been knocked out and only 14 Albion 
supporters went. 

“So once you’ve done that you just carry on.” 

David’s daughters, Emma and Helen, are both Albion 
fans and he has three grandchildren including Evie, who 
made her first visit to The Hawthorns at the age of three 
months. 

But he admitted his wife Judith, aged 61, is often a 
‘football widow’. 

‘My wife isn’t an Albion fan, in fact she is from South 
Shields in the North East, but she does a lot to help me to 
get to the matches,” he said. 

“We go to South Shields at Christmas and we have a 
Boxing Day fixture, so we often have to leave at 8am or 
9am to get to the game. When we played Reading away 
at lunchtime for a TV match on Boxing Day we had to 
leave at around 6am and my wife had to work very hard 
to convince my mother-in-law this was a good idea.” 


Runners closing 
gap on top spot 

WEST Bromwich Harriers are four points off the 
top postion in the Birmingham League Cross 
Country Division 3. 

At a very icy and cold Burbage Common, Nuneaton, 
West Brom’s men’s squad all ran with passion, in a bid to 
overhall a 45 point gap from the first fixture. 

Fantastic team spirit from the small squad saw James 
Jefferson come third, Gurmel Dehl fifth, Gary Clifton 
17th, Malcolm Carr 18th, Gary Whitehouse 25th and Ian 
Phillips 29th - scoring 97 points and reducing the deficit. 

Steve Pitt (30) and Paul Mansell (126) completed the 
Harriers results. 

Team Captain Malcolm Carr, better known as Blind 
Dave Heeley’s running mate, said:^‘What an awesome 
team performance and we now have to build on this for 
the remaining two races in 2011.” 

The Ladies were also competing on Saturday at Perry 
Barr, Kuldeep Samra, Sarah Greenlees, Caroline Lane 
and Gaye Clough, also ran in icy conditions. 

For more information on West Bromwich Harriers go 
online to www.wbhac.co.uk. 


Tug teams battled 

TUG-of-war teams descended on Smethwick for a 
national competition. Competitors headed to the Harry 
Mitchell Leisure Centre to test their strength. 

Deputy mayor of Sandwell, Councillor Joyce Underhill, 
even had a go at the Broomfield venue on Saturday. 

Men’s teams battled it out in six different weight cate¬ 
gories, with the chance to represent England at the UK 
Indoor Championships up for grabs. Overall winner was 
the team from Sheen, in North Staffordshire, which 
scooped five of the six titles. A team from Norton, also in 
Staffordshire, claimed the other. 
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Newcastle’s 
Jose Enrique 
desperately 
tries to clear 
after Albion’s 
Peter 
Odemwingie 
bags his 
second 
against the 
Magpies at 
the 

Hawthorns, 
as helpless 
‘keeper Tim 
Krul looks on 




WEST BROMWICH 

ALBION 


Lukewarm Albion 
on a sub-zero night 


in 


ALBION 
have laid the 
foundations for 
a truly momen¬ 
tous season. 

But they left icy Ipswich 
last week knowing it will end 
with at least one huge regret. 

A controversial second-half 
penalty from Grant Leadbit- 
ter was enough to dump the 
Baggies out of the Carling 
Cup and end supporters’ 
dreams of a first major cup 
final appearance in 40 years. 

It is impossible to escape 
the feeling Roberto Di Matteo 
and his players tossed away a 
glorious opportunity with a 
dismal no-show on a snowy 
Suffolk evening. 

His team selection was the 
source of major debate in the 
wake of a gloomy defeat, and 
with good reason. Even after 
successfully ringing the 
changes for earlier rounds of 
the cup, the decision to 
replace nine members of the 
side that beat Everton with a 
place at Wembley within 
sniffing distance was a major 
gamble that backfired on Di 
Matteo. 

The Hawthorns head coach 
is entitled to the occasional 
mistake and he has barely 
made any since walking 
through the doors 18 months 
ago. Nevertheless, last 
Wednesday felt like a mis¬ 
judgement of the mood of 
Baggies fans desperate not 
just for Premier League 
progress but for cup glory. 

The boss would argue, 
however, that the men who 
had propelled the Baggies to 
within two victories of the 
final had earned the right to 
complete the job. For better 
or worse, he kept faith. Too 
many of the fringe players in 
a side that included seven full 
internationals contributed to 
hanging their gaffer out to 
dry. 

Opportunity 

They could not have asked 
for a clearer opportunity to 
reach a major semi-final with 
Ipswich boss Roy Keane 
hamstrung by injuries, sus¬ 
pensions and cup-tied 
loanees, forced to field a team 
packed with rookies. Even a 
second-string Albion side 
should have been good 
enough to dispose of the 
Portman Road kids. Yet they 
inexplicably failed to 
perform. 

Even allowing for the con¬ 
troversy surrounding the 
Tractor Boys’ winning 
penalty the Baggies got what 
they deserved. Only the ever- 
improving Somen Tchoyi and 
shock inclusion James Hurst 
gave the freezing faithful 
anything to cheer. For the 
most part it was a luke-warm 
showing on a sub-zero night. 

Albion made a nervous 


Ipswich 

Albion 


start and it was the hosts who 
threatened first when Steven 
Reid’s misplaced header 
allowed Tamas Priskin the 
opportunity to charge down 
the right flank. His cross to 
the near post found David 
Norris but he fired wide 
under pressure from Pablo 
Ibanez. 

Albion were soon applying 
pressure and home keeper 
Brian Murphy had to make a 
smart near-post save to deny 
Marc-Antoine Fortune after 
a neat ball from Simon Cox. 

But it was Keane’s men 
who should have led on 11 
minutes when the offside flag 
stayed down as Priskin 
darted onto Jason Scotland’s 
through-ball, only to send a 
shot trickling tamely through 
to Boaz Myhill as Hurst did 
his best to apply pressure 
from the side. They missed 
another fabulous chance 
moments later when Priskin 
burst clear of Ibanez after the 
Spaniard stumbled. His cross 
found Scotland unmarked 
but the striker fired too close 
to Myhill. 

The Baggies might have scored 
the softest of openers when 
Darren O’Dea failed to deal with 
a routine high ball and Giles 
Barnes stole in but his low shot 
was saved by Murphy. The 
‘keeper did well again to leap high 
and keep out a Graham Dorrans 
cross that was heading for the top 
corner. But he almost gifted the 
Baggies a goal when he fumbled a 
cross to the feet of striker Cox but 
his lob dropped over the crossbar. 

Grant Leadbitter’s powerful 
shot was parried by Myhill and 
Scotland failed to connect with 
the rebound. 

Ten minutes before the break 
Albion had two half-chances. 
First Cox curled a shot wide after 
a neat lay-off from Marc-Antoine 
Fortune, then Barnes could not 
quite stretch far enough at the far 
post to head home an excellent 
Tchoyi cross. Baggies had a huge 
let-off when they were caught out 
at the back, Priskin burst into the 
box and was tripped by the diving 
Myhill, only for referee Michael 
Jones to wave away penalty 
appeals to the disgust of Ipswich. 

Ipswich should have been 
ahead just after the hour when 
Andros Townsend lofted a ball 
into the box and Priskin drifted 
between Ahdoulaye Meite and 
Marek Cech, only to send his free 
header looping over the bar. 

They finally made the break¬ 
through with 22 minutes remain¬ 
ing, albeit in controversial 
circumstances. Dorrans might 
well have made some contact 
with substitute Carlos Edwards 
as the former Wolves loan man 
burst towards the byline after 
being gifted possession by Cech. 

But Edwards wasted no time in 
hitting the turf and the Scot 
protested, with some justifica¬ 
tion, that the offence was commit¬ 
ted just outside the area. 

Leadbitter showed no mercy, 
however, as he drilled the spot 
kick hard into the bottom corner. 
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Albion’s man-of-the-moment Peter Odemwingie rounds Newcastle goalkeeper Tim Krul to fire home and put the Baggies three-up at The Hawthorns 

Classy Baggies Toon up 
for double derby days 


BAGGIES fans cannot 
have relished a derby week 
quite this much in years. 

A fabulous victory over Newcastle 
at The Hawthorns took Roberto Di 
Matteo and Co past the halfway mark 
in their quest for the magical 40 
points to break their yo-yo cycle. 

It set them up perfectly for the meetings 
with Villa and Wolves that could turn an 
already memorable season into a truly 
special campaign. 

Albion supporters will approach clashes 
with their nearest and dearest in the next 
fortnight with genuine excitement. It has 
been a generation since a Baggies side took 
on their closest geographical rivals in 
England’s top division believing they can 
pull off an historic double success. 

Two tremendous victories in nine days 
have banished worries of an Albion slump 
and restored the feel-good factor that was 
established in the opening period of the 
season. And the latest success with 
arguably their slickest performance of the 
season highlighted just how far the 
Baggies have come in the seven months 
since a return to the Premier League was 
confirmed with victory at Doncaster. 

Di Matteo’s men ended last season 11 
points behind the Toon, who were runaway 
winners of the Championship. 

Yet the Baggies played much of Sunday’s 
one-sided game on a different planet to the 
Magpies. 

The hosts dominated their woeful visi¬ 
tors for all but 10 minutes, demonstrating 
if they needed to the giant strides they 
have continued to make since Di Matteo 
became the latest man entrusted with 



establishing the Baggies among the elite. 

They might have started the match 
locked together on points but the teams 
ended it poles apart as Albion offered a 
national television audience more clear 
evidence that this season could be the one 
when they finally become the genuine 
article in the Premier League. 

Di Matteo’s men ended the game one 
point off sixth place and with memories of 
a tricky November run fading into the dis¬ 
tance after seven goals and six points from 
the last two matches. 

Everywhere the head coach looked, 
there was good news as his thoughts began 
to turn to the first of his big derby appoint¬ 
ments - Saturday’s eagerly-awaited trip 
to face under-pressure Villa. 

Paul Scharner and Gabriel Tamas 
showed signs of striking up an effective 
central defensive partnership while 
Gonzalo Jara and Marek Cech delivered 
impressive displays at full-back. 

The elusive clean sheet escaped them 
again thanks to Peter Lovenkrands’ last- 
gasp consolation effort for the visitors. But 
the signs were good at the back. 

In midfield, Graham Dorrans produced 
a hugely efficient display in an unaccus¬ 
tomed holding role while Chris Brunt and 
James Morrison gave hard-working and 
inventive displays at the heart of the 
team. Somen Tchoyi stepped in for a rare 
start and gave the kind of jack-in-the-box 
showing that will make him hard to drop 
while Jerome Thomas was back to close to 


his best on the opposite flank. 

In attack, Peter Odemwingie shook off 
his continuing knee discomfort to score 
two ultra-cool goals with a flashback to 
the kind of form that made him an 
instant hit after his summer arrival. 

For 45 minutes the Toon simply could 
not handle the Baggies, who moved the 
ball with an assurance and precision that 
was too good for their opponents to live 
with. The only worry for a dominant 
home side was that they reached half¬ 
time just one goal to the good, Tchoyi pro¬ 
ducing another memorable strike to beat 
Tim Krul after he had collected Brunt’s 
pass and side-stepped Jose Enrique. 

The hosts needn’t have worried, 
because despite a more evenly-matched 
second half, the result was rarely in 
doubt. Only one goal-bound header from 
Steven Taylor - pushed away by Scott 
Carson - offered genuine alarm for the 
Baggies, who made sure of the points 
with two incisive counter-attacking 
strikes by Odemwingie. 

First he seized on a slip by Danny 
Guthrie to sprint away and slide a shot 
into the bottom corner. Then he raced 
clear of a horribly square Newcastle 
defence to collect Cech’s lofted pass and 
make it 3-0. 

The Toon reduced the arrears in stop¬ 
page time when Carson made a fine save 
from Andy Carroll, only for Lovenkrands 
to convert the rebound. But it was the 
only blight on an otherwise perfect day 
for the skipper and his colleagues. 

Villa and Wolves will have noted it 
with interest. There might even be a 
measure of trepidation as the derby days 
edge closer. But for Albion, they cannot 
come soon enough. 


TALKING POINT 


SHOULD YOUSSOUF MULUMBU 
WIN AN INSTANT RECALL? The 
hugely popular midfielder has undoubt¬ 
edly been one of the major stars of the 
Baggies’ fine season so far. But so strong 
was Albion’s reshuffled midfield on 
Sunday that the DR Congo international 
might just be wondering if he is guaran¬ 
teed a return to the side when they travel 
to Villa on Saturday. Graham Dorrans 
operated in Mulumbu’s customary holding 
role against the Magpies and his energy 
and composure on the ball helped the team 
retain possession effectively. 

With Chris Brunt and James Morrison 
also in impressive form, any one of the trio 
would be unfortunate to be dropped for 
Mulumbu, who might fear a heavy price 
for his silly sending off and subsequent 
suspension. 


Next three games... 


VILLA (A) DEC 11 

The clubs have rarely been this closely 
matched, so the Baggies will never have 
a better chance to beat their local rivals. 
WOLVES (H) DEC 19 
Expect an electric Hawthorns atmos¬ 
phere for the first top-fight Black 
Country derby in more than two decades. 
BOLTON (A) DEC 26 
Two of the surprise packages of the 
season could serve up a Christmas 
cracker at the Reebok Stadium, with both 
sides favouring a passing game. 


NUMKRPM1ES-4-UI 


loj-fl"/’ JTJ-Mitj .1 Sfrapji w 

e£t*sp*p rrfft 

jpAiJw-j' 1 jwh Awfwlv hf'Avi 

"20% DISCOUNT''! 

when presenting 
this voucher 


Hall Street 
TOduestsury 
WB107ST 

f Td: 

: 0121 $0$ %$62 
email: 


2000 SQ FT 

INDU STRIAL/WARE HOUSE 
UNIT 

TO LET 

■ Owi Drivnray 
■ CCIV SecHte ■ Good Rates 
■ Lotg od* ShottlieMii 
TCFDNF5BUHY/DARLASION 
0121 505 7878 & 0777* 661052 


® CARM &HLULER MGI AMffilUik 

mwh-i 


ruttCtwt, 
Wv^wibuy 
WC10 7CT 


ZftiisJtfiiiaTS 


Shu* Si ki CCTY 

* Ckumiuk. + Tkulln't HEvkikmn* * Hwangt* 

1 + Wmildnn fbtr midUbk 

+ <1 ■ ■ 4 lirefair + £ILj«tfL«h£i Tcutj 

0121 GOG 7S7S 07778 0010G2 








































CAMHWPI I DECEMBER 9,2010 15pwhensol< 

vfllll/ll ■■■ AM EDITION OFTHESAHDWELLANDGREAT BARR CHRONIC I 

thechronide 






BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 

■ Bridge Street, We dries bury W510 OAH 

■West St, Stafford Rd (A449), Wolverhampton W VI0 6HT 

Browse online: www.brindley:hevrolet.co.uk 


Telephone: 03442 454359 
Telephone: 0B442 494267 
Calls charged at local rate. 


enquiries.chevrolet@brindley.biz 

enquiries@brindleychevrolet.co.uk 


Motability 
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BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 


SPARK 1.0 PLUS 

ONLY 


0% 

OVER 5YRS 

NO 


PER WEEK 


DEPOSIT 


llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll^^ 

The Chevrolet range is rlesignedfur the real world. 

Atveiy realistic prices. Standard un all models: 

* POWER STEERING * DU AL AlR BAGS * ABS BR AKI NG SYSTEM 

* CENTRAL LOCKING * TINTED GLASS * CD PLAYER CHEVROLET 


Spark: Innovative 
design and a spacious 
interior in an a 11 -new 
5 door, 5 seat city car. 
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BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 



Captiva: A unique mix 
the versatility of an 
SUV and the style and 
practicality of a family car 


CAPTIVA 2.0 VCDiLTB SEAT FWD 
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save £ 6,355 
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CAPTIVA 
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The Chevrolet ran^eiE; denned fur the real wurld. 
At very 1 realiEitiL priceEi. Standard cm all mudelEi: 


■ POWER STEERING * DUAL AIR BAGS * ABS BRAKING SYSTEM 
* CENTRAL LOCKING ‘TINTED GLASS * CD PLAYER 



CHEVROLET 


BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 

- Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 OAH 
■ West 5t p Stafford Rd (A449) p Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 
Browse online: www.brindleychevrolet.co.uk 


Telephone: 08442 494359 
Telephone: 08442 494287 
Calls charged at local rate. 


enquiries.chevrolet@brindley.biz 

enquiries@hrindleychevrolet.co.uk 

« Notability 
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ChwroJd 10 yen LT FflP ±:i>!S, &ile |*1« =IF,v W.ToM s.T.iri'j toil It |:rirt £440 « rfrfl.Offa 1 «d>i>le Chwold: E yor |rorrt:c. While stocks 111. Flrtire fcr 11 ■ Ertr.Ttt:- n on^. 

Wc /n Icmcsl crs I It lookers. Prices kik>I« .il |}«tf 01 s offas ,ir>l iwc cor red it time or^oh^to |tos. 
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BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 



Aveo:The 
pryLtiLi.il 
partner for 
reyl life. 


AVE0 1.2 LS 5dr 


0 % 

OVER 5YRS 


ONLY 


£36 


PER WEEK 


•« FREE ••• 

3 year Service Plan Package 

3 services/30,000 miies 


lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll^ 


The Chevrolet ran^e designed for the real world. 
Atveiy realistic prices. Standard on all models: 


* POWER STEERING * DUAL AIR BAGS * ABS BRAKING SYSTEM 
‘ CENTRAL LOCKING ‘TINTED GLASS ‘CD PLAYER 



CHEVROLET 


BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 

- Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 OAH 
■ West 5t p Stafford Rd (A449) p Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 
Browse online: www.brindleychevrolet.cio.uk 


Telephone: 08442 494359 
Telephone: 08442 494287 
Calls charged at local rate. 


enquiries.chevrolet@brindley.biz 

enquiries@brindleychevrolet.co.uk 

« Notability 


OrriCIALCIlWRDLCT riJ [ L COH'ilJ MPT K) N TKilJ RK AVCO RAH(iC: MR BAH 12.!! fU EXTRA URBAN 15 4 F.1.4, COMBINED 441 5H<:02U21H<;flOil. 

CfrcAf ofctA'/col J t i:-:f L’i : cash pnoe tvtl.4 jJ. LU jJJ dqpoat, a-r»j nt. to li nan tvtl irrtcfKt.tfi sr^c-s: LU montftfy parents: LfcU jy, wcfifypa/rnerrt. Ldi.yy. totof aTmjnt.pa^o: tytl ,'.4U. AHK U'lfctyjacsf, metafile pant, end Road 

Kind Uocr«e ctfr a. Offer I'iji:-: une/rolet.':- yea promise. iVfil'o stoefi-: fait. Hi ctu ta i Mu str cti ■ an ■ an I';-. We a h oerr; cd creel t. tc oft a -z. h n m jS:> fee t.to statu s. lerms aid oondtions sppfy. Witten defats upon request. 

































